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Does It Really Make a Difference?

1

(Video: 7 sec)
Have you noticed how crime is rising in cities all over the
world? 
It is showing up in surprising ways.

2

A man stormed into police headquarters one day, very upset.  
Someone had broken into his home and gotten away with sev-
eral valuable items.  He had managed to catch a glimpse of the
burglar and demanded that the police do something about it.

3

So the officer in charge led him over to a stack of mug-shot
books.  He helped the man look through the pictures of peo-
ple with criminal records, to see if he recognized the burglar.

Suddenly the officer said, “Wait a minute.” He slapped his
hand down on a page and took a careful look — from the
photo in the mug-shot book to the man’s face and back again.
“That’s you!” the policeman exclaimed, “And it says there is
an outstanding warrant for your arrest!”

4

As it turned out, the outraged homeowner, who had stomped
into the police station demanding justice, ended up unwitting-
ly identifying himself as a wanted criminal!

Crime and violence are everywhere, even where you do not
expect it.  It is in the work place, in factories, in our villages,
towns and cities.

5

In some countries riots, revolution and robbery are common.
The streets have become unsafe.
Assassinations, high-jackings, terrorist bombings, muggings,
rapes, burglaries, embezzlements and government corruption
are reported every day in countries all over the world.

6
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Why is crime rising?
What’s behind the unprecedented rise in lawlessness?
What has happened to our world?

In the Western world and more affluent countries of the
world, a whole new generation of youth have emerged – youth
who are questioning, skeptical and challenging.

7

God is calling adults to be role models for their children.
Children imitate the behavior of the society around them.
Who will be their spiritual examples?

Fathers cheat at work or on their taxes, mothers seek abor-
tions, and both parents cheat on each other.

8

The children see it all! 
And the broken homes are leaving ugly scars!
Who is to instill a sense of right and wrong if parents cannot
or will not?

9

Surely, parents cannot leave so great a responsibility to the
schools! 
Many schools don’t teach or support moral living.
A general feeling seems to exist that we have outgrown the
Bible’s moral standard!

Even some churches today are teaching that God’s standard of
right and wrong no longer applies.

10

His commandments, they say, have been abolished,

11
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or they are no longer relevant,

12

or they are impossible to keep.

13

As a result, many people are doing their own thing–and socie-
ty is reaping a bumper harvest of broken homes, uncontrolled
children, and violent crimes.

14

(Text: Hosea 8:7)
In the words of Hosea, the prophet, 
“They sow the wind, and reap the whirlwind.”

15

But the question must be asked: Who determines when a situ-
ation is right or wrong? 
Isn’t the moral judgment of even good people often imperfect
at times?

16

If there is no standard of right and wrong outside of ourselves,
we can justify almost anything.

(Text: Proverbs 16:25)
But the Bible reminds us that we are not good judges of what
is right and what is wrong: “There is a way that seems right to
a man, but its end is the way of death.” Proverbs 16:25.

17

(Text: 2 Timothy 4:3, 4)
The apostle Paul predicted: “For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own
desires,

18
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because they have itching ears, they will heap up for them-
selves teachers;

19

and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables.” 
2 Timothy 4:3, 4.

20

Yes, sad to say, we are discovering that we do not get freedom
by throwing out the rules! 
Remove the standard of right and wrong, and chaos follows.

21

If you removed all the traffic signs and signals, there would
be chaos on the roads and highways.

22

What are the rules? 
Can we know what is right or wrong? 

23

A long time ago God gave us a formula for a crime-free socie-
ty.
And had it always been followed, crime would never have
existed!
Everyone would be safe and happy any place on Earth.

24

(Text: Exodus 20:2)
When the children of Israel camped at Mount Sinai, the Lord
came down to meet them and said, “I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.” Exodus 20:2.

25

(Video: 6 sec)First the Lord identified Himself as their deliver-
er from slavery.
He was the One who had opened up the Red Sea before them; 
He was their protector.

26
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In other words, He was saying, “I care for you. You can trust
Me.”

Then He spoke His divine law so that man could know how to
live in peace and safety–so he would know what was right
and what was wrong.

27

Let’s take a quick look at a list of the Ten Commandments
which He spoke atop Mount Sinai:
(Text: 10 Commandments from Exodus 20)
“You shall have no other gods before Me...

28

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image...you shall not
bow  down to them...

29

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain...

30

“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days you
shall labor... but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
your God....

31

“Honor your father and your mother...

32

“You shall not murder...

33
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“You shall not commit adultery.

34

“You shall not steal.

35

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

36

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not
covet your neighbors wife, nor his male servant,

37

nor his female servant nor his ox nor his donkey, nor anything
that is your neighbor ’s.” Exodus 20:3-17.

38

(Video: 10 sec) As the people of Israel listened, they were
greatly moved. 
If that was God’s will, they determined to do it!

39

But then, knowing how forgetful we humans can be, God
wrote all of the Ten Commandments on two tables of stone
with His own finger:

40

(Text: Exodus 31:18)
“When the LORD finished speaking to Moses on Mount
Sinai,

41
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He gave him the two tablets of the Testimony,

42

the tablets of stone inscribed by the finger of God.”
Exodus 31:18

43

Even though this was the first time God had given His law in
written form, it had existed from all eternity.

44

Long before Sinai, or even before Adam and Eve, the eternal,
unchangeable standard of right had been the basis of God’s
heavenly government.

In fact, even the angels were governed by God’s command-
ments.
They were given the choice of either following God’s law or
ignoring it and rebelling against it.

45

Satan and his angels chose to “do their own thing”–to make
their own rules. 
And this rebellion led to their expulsion from heaven.

46

(Text: Revelation 12:7-9)
The Bible says, “And war broke out in heaven: Michael and
his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his
angels fought,

47

but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in
heaven any longer.

48
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So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the
Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world;

49

he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with
him.” 
Revelation 12:7-9.
But there were angels who chose to follow God and remain
loyal to His law.

50

(Text: Psalm 103:20)
“Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in strength, that do
his commandments.” 
Psalm 103:20

51

Adam and Eve had a knowledge of God’s law in Eden, for
they felt the emotions of shame and guilt after they sinned.

52

And when Cain became angry because God accepted Abel’s
offering and not his, the Lord asked him,

53

(Text: Genesis 4:6, 7)
“Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen?

54

If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do
well, sin lies at the door.” Genesis 4:6, 7.
God’s law had to be in effect at the time, for we are told,

55

(Text: Romans 4:15)
“…where no law is, there is no transgression.” Romans 4:15.

56
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Webster’s New World College Dictionary says,
“Transgression…breach of a law, duty, etc.; sin.”

57

Abraham knew and obeyed the law of God long before the
law was spoken on Sinai.

58

(Text: Genesis 26:5)
God said He would bless Abraham and his descendants,
“Because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My
Commandments, My statutes and My laws.” 
Genesis 26:5.

59

Of course, long before Sinai, Joseph’s sensitive conscience led
him to meet the temptation of Potipher’s wife by saying,

60

(Text: Genesis 39:9)
“My master has withheld nothing from me except you,
because you are his wife.

61

How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against
God?” 
Genesis 39:9.

62

Joseph knew that adultery was sin; he knew God’s standard of
right and wrong. 
He had firmly determined not to transgress God’s holy Law!

63

(Video: 4 sec) The children of Israel had been instructed to
serve and obey God, but during their cruel captivity in Egypt,
they forgot God’s law.

64
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After the Exodus, just a few weeks before they reached Sinai,
the Lord rebuked Moses because the Israelites were breaking
His law by attempting to gather manna on the Sabbath:

65

(Text: Exodus 16:28, 30)
“And the Lord said unto Moses, ‘How long do you refuse to
keep My commandments and My laws?’

66

So the people rested on the seventh day.” 
Exodus 16:28, 30.
So you see, the fourth commandment was recognized before
Sinai.

67

Yes, God’s law is the eternal standard of right for the universe. 
And really, should it surprise us that God has a law governing
His kingdom?

68

(Text: 1 Corinthians 14:33, 40)
The apostle Paul wrote: “For God is not the author of confu-
sion…”

69

“Let all things be done decently and in order.” 1 Corinthians
14:33, 40.

70

No orderly government can exist without laws. No harmo-
nious, happy, safe society can function without rules. 
Nature itself has laws; even children cannot play games with-
out rules!

71

(Text: Romans 2:13)
The Bible says, “For it is not those who hear the law who are
righteous in God’s sight,

72



10 – What Happened to Right and Wrong?

11

but it is those who obey the law who will be declared right-
eous.” Romans 2:13.
You see, not only is it important to know the commands of
God, we must also respond.

73

(Text: John 14:15)
Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep my commandments.” John
14:15. 
In fact, Jesus, quoting from the Old Testament, pointed out
that love is the basis for keeping all the commandments.

74

(Text: Matthew 22:37-40)
“...You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your mind.

75

This is the first and great commandment.”

76

Then Jesus said, “The second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.

77

On these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets.” 
Matthew 22:37-40.

78

If we truly love God with all our hearts, minds, and soul,

79

we certainly will express that love by keeping the first four
commandments:

80
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God will be number one in our lives

81

Our worship will be reserved for him alone

82

We will respect and reverence His Holy Name

83

We will be anxious to keep our appointment with Him each
Sabbath

84

And if we really love our fellow men as we love ourselves, we
will surely:

85

Respect and honor our parents

86

Value life

87

Preserve morality

88
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Respect the property of others

89

Be honest in our relationships with each other

90

Not covet that which belongs to another

91

Estimates indicate that more than 35 million laws have been
drafted by man to control behavior.

92

But in the Ten Commandments, God drafted a code of conduct
that truly covers all human behavior.

Only God could write such a perfect law.  The Bible says:

93

(Text: Psalm 19:7)
“The law of the Lord is perfect converting the soul. 
Psalm 19:7,

94

(Text: Psalm 19:11)
“And in keeping them there is great reward.” Psalm 19:11

95

A Bible scholar named August Strong wrote: 
“Law is only the transcript of God’s nature.”

96
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Today we would say, “The Ten Commandments are but a pro-
file of God’s character–a character that is unchangeable”!

97

You see, any change in the law of God would make it less than
perfect. 
Being a perfect law, it can never be altered.

98

(Text: Luke 16:17)
That is the truth Jesus spoke when He said: 
“And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for
one tittle [tiny part] of the law to fail” 
Luke 16:17.

99

But, you say, “I’ve always felt that the Ten Commandments
restricted my happiness–sort of fenced me in.” 
God never meant His law to be a burden to man or to restrict
his happiness.

100

On the contrary, God intended it to be a wall of protection
shielding us from sorrow and guilt. 
He intended that His law would ensure everyone’s freedom
and safety everywhere.

101

(Text: Deuteronomy 5:29)
The Lord said, “O that there were such an heart in them, that
they would fear Me, and keep all My commandments always,

102

that it might be well with them, and with their children forev-
er!” 
Deuteronomy 5:29.

103

Just as we build guardrails on bridges and mountain roads to
protect us from danger, God gave us His law to protect and
guard us on the road of life.  

104
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(Text: Romans 3:20)
But there is another reason God gave man His law: “…by the
law is the knowledge of sin.” Romans 3:20.

105

(Text: Romans 7:7)
As Paul said, “...I would not have known sin except through
the law.

106

For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had
said, ‘You shall not covet’.” 
Romans 7:7.

107

A story is told about a princess who had been led to believe
by her subjects that her beauty was unsurpassed.

108

However, one day a trader came to her village and sold her a
mirror.
When she looked into the mirror she was horrified by her
appearance and smashed the mirror to pieces!

God’s law is like a mirror, and as we look into it, like the
princess, we may not be pleased with what we see,

109

but destroying the law or ignoring it won’t change our condi-
tion.

110

The law points out our sins! 
It is a guide to help us have a happy, guilt-free life if we fol-
low His instructions in His law.

111
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The law cannot give us power to overcome sin or remove guilt. 
No amount of good we can do in the future will erase sin com-
mitted in the past.

112

How then can we receive forgiveness? 
How can we be saved from the penalty of a broken law, which
is death?

At the very gates of the Garden of Eden, God instituted a
graphic reminder that disobedience brings death–either to the
disobedient or to an innocent substitute.

113

A lamb was to be offered to show the faith of the sinner in
God’s plan to save man.

This was God’s way of helping Adam understand how the
innocent Son of God must die to satisfy the claims of a broken
law.
Christ, the Lamb of God, would take man’s punishment, and
suffer his death.

114

You see, the law could not save anyone from sin.

115

(Text: Galatians 3:21)
The apostle Paul said, 
“If there had been a law given which could have given life,

116

truly righteousness would have been by the law.” 
Galatians 3:21.

117
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It is not the law that brings forgiveness and salvation–it is
God’s grace! 
Only through Christ’s sacrifice can we have eternal life.

(Text: Romans 6:23)
For, “The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal
life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23.

118

Salvation cannot be earned by keeping the law:

(Text: Ephesians 2:8, 9)
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

119

not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
Ephesians 2:8, 9.

120

If we are saved by grace, are we free then to live a life of dis-
obedience? NEVER!

121

(Text: Romans 6:1, 2)
Paul wrote: “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin
that grace may abound?

122

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein?” 
Romans 6:1, 2.
Salvation is offered to those who want to be saved from sin
and want to be a part of God’s kingdom.

123
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There are those people who believe that the law of God is
done away with.  Think of it for a moment.
If there is no law, there is no sin, 
because sin is the
“transgression of the law.”

124

If there is no law, we do not need grace, since grace is God’s
loving mercy when we have broken God’s law.

125

If we don’t need grace, we can do away with the cross.

126

If there is no need for the cross, we certainly don’t need a
Savior.

127

If you do away with the law, you also do away with ...Sin,
Grace, the Cross, and a Savior

How we need a Savior who died on the cross to save us by His
grace so sin’s debt can be paid, because we have broken His
law.  This is the gospel.  Grace does not do away with God’s
law.
By God’s grace we desire to keep God’s law.

If a prisoner awaiting death

128

receives a pardon and is set free, does that mean he is now
free to live a lawless life? 
To do his own thing? Not at all!

129
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Because he was pardoned, he should feel more than ever his
obligation to uphold the laws of the land.

130

Most important, God’s law points out our sins and helps us
feel the need of a Savior.
As we accept Christ as our Savior and Lord, He provides for-
giveness and also the power to keep His commandments, for
He promised: 

131

(Text: Hebrews 8:10)
“...I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their
hearts...”
Hebrews 8:10.

132

It is easy to do something you love to do, isn’t it? 
And that is what the Lord promised to those who choose to
follow Him.
He will write His law in their heart so they will love to keep
it.

133

(Video: 8 sec) That is the only way man will be able to obey
and follow God. 
It was because of His love for His Father that Christ was able
to keep the commandments,

134

(Text: John 15:10)
for He said, “I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love.” 
John 15:10.

135

(Text: John 14:15)
And Jesus asks us to show our love for Him by keeping His
commandments: “If you love me, keep my commandments.” 
John 14:15.

136

The greatest demonstration of love and obedience to the will
of God was vividly portrayed one cold, dark night under an
old olive tree in a garden.
With drops of blood trickling down His face, the Son of God
prayed,

137
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(Text: Matthew 26:39)
“...O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me;
nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will….” 
Matthew 26:39.

138

The fate of the human race hung in the balance–a guilty world
was to be saved or lost.

Would this young Galilean put all desire for life and human
fulfillment aside and die at Calvary?
He could wipe the sweat from His brow and say, “Let the sin-
ner suffer the consequence of his own sins.”

139

Or He could carry the cross for us.  
As He made that choice He died for our sins.  He shed His
blood so that we could be pardoned.  He died the death that
was ours so that we could live eternally with Him.

140

Since Christ paid the price for our sins, we can receive pardon
through His sacrifice right now.

141

The old rugged cross on a hill called Mount Calvary is an eter-
nal memorial of the price God was willing to pay to satisfy the
claims of the broken law and save guilty man.

142

If God’s law could have been abolished or changed, Jesus
would not have needed to die. 
Calvary would have been unnecessary.

143

But God could not ignore guilty man’s sins!

144
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He couldn’t change His law.

145

So sinful man needed a Savior.
And thank God for His love in consenting to give His only-
begotten Son to die as our substitute!”

146

(Text: John 3:16)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten
Son,

147

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.” 
John 3:16.

148

The book of Revelation describes the people who are ready to
meet Jesus at His second coming and go home with Him to
spend eternity in that Heavenly City.

149

(Text: Revelation 14:12)
God says this about them: 
“Here is the patience of the saints: here are those who kept the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” 
Revelation 14:12.

150

(Text: Revelation 14:14)
In verse 14, God says, “Then I looked, and behold a white
cloud and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man,

151

having on His head a golden crown and in his hand a sharp
sickle.”
This is a description of the Lord coming to harvest the earth. 

152
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In the great prophecy that Jesus gave John in the book of
Revelation about the history of the church, He says that the
remnant of the last true part of God’s church on this earth is
described like this:

153

(Text: Revelation 12:17)
“And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to
make war with the rest of her offspring

154

who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony
of Jesus Christ.” 
Revelation 12:17.

155

There you have it in the last book of the Bible!

156

God’s people love their Creator and their Redeemer so much
that they want to do all that He asks or desires. 
They want to show their love for Him by doing His will.

157

They recognize that His will is contained in His command-
ments. 
They respond in obedience to the one who did so much to
save them from their sins.

With outstretched arms Jesus is calling, “Come!” 
He is still calling us! 
He wants to give us power to live for Him.

(Text: Revelation 22:17)
He wants to wash away our sins. 
His pleading voice is still calling, “...And Let him who thirsts
come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.”
Revelation 22:17.

158
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A preacher visited a home in one of the suburbs of a large city.
The lady of the house was courteous but firm: “I am not inter-
ested in the Bible or in Christianity — not at all,” she said, 

159

“but if you care to call back some evening, you will find my
husband very interested to learn more about it.  I would really
like you to return and meet him.”

The preacher returned on a Saturday evening.  Since it was not
a working day, the woman’s husband had followed his custom
of spending the afternoon gambling with friends at a hotel. 

He was in a talkative mood, but well under the influence of
that spirit that makes a man talk much more but say much
less.

“I have a Bible,” he said.  “You must see my Bible.  Mother
put it in the case when I left home to marry.  Where is my
Bible, dear?”  A long search for the  Bible produced only a
prayer book.  He never did find the Bible.

But alcohol was only one of his problems.  Gambling was
equally destructive, and he was also a heavy smoker.  These,
plus other habits, had widened a gap between him and his
wife.  She had her bags packed, ready to leave home.  

160

They were planning to separate.  Things were in poor shape. 
But a strong desire for something better was in that man’s
heart.  Even strong drink couldn’t drown it.  The preacher
made an appointment to meet him again on Monday evening,
and at that time, a series of weekly Bible studies began.

Week by week, as the topics from the Word of God were pre-
sented, the appeal of the cross began its work.  Christ, by His
Spirit, was moving into yet another needy home.  

161
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Wonderful was that evening when the man said, “You must
stay a little longer tonight.  My wife will retire now.  Can’t you
and I have a little chat together, man to man?”

Then, frankly, he unfolded to the preacher the sad story of a
life that had started well.  He had been born into an active
Christian home, but had allowed the urges of youth to get out
of control.  Another prodigal had taken to the road, the ruts of
which are deep and lead only to that far country.

162

The church was soon forgotten, the Bible ignored.  Christ was
appealed to only in idle oaths. 
“But what I want to know, preacher, is — what have you done
to me?  I haven’t had a drink or made a bet for four weeks
now.

Nor have I sworn or used God’s name in vain for that long.”
Then, as he pitched a half-smoked cigarette into the fireplace,
he went on.  “My cigarettes have become distasteful to me.  I
know I am about to quit. 

But there is a greater marvel than even all that.  My wife has
unpacked her bags.  She did it three weeks ago now.
This morning she followed me to the gate and, for the first
time in years, kissed me goodbye.  

Yes, she did!  I was shocked, preacher, and quite amazed when
she smiled into my face and said, ‘I like the new Jack.’
“Now, what has happened to me?  I am sure it is connected
with our Monday evening Bible studies.”

The preacher said, “I have done nothing whatever personally,
but I do believe that the Bible can explain it all.”  Then, turn-
ing to 2 Corinthians 5:17, he began to read: “Therefore, if any-
one is in Christ he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new.”

163

Slowly the “new Jack” read the text for himself.  “A new crea-
ture — a new Jack!  That’s it!  A new Jack!  And if you really
knew me, preacher, that’s exactly what I am tonight.”
Yes, friends, Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, and only
He has the power to change men and women.
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This Jesus wants to change your life too.  He wants to give you
the grace and power to keep His law.  You may feel weak, but
Jesus is strong.  No matter what you have done in the past,
Jesus will forgive you and cleanse you.  He will give you His
strength to live a new life.  Don’t let anything hold you back.

Jesus is calling.  He is calling you to come home.  Would you
like to quietly kneel and say, “Lord, yes, I am coming?”  Right
now simply slip to your knees.  Forget about the audience.
Think only of Jesus as you kneel.  Say, “Yes, Jesus, I am com-
ing.  I am coming right now.”
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How to Satisfy Your Deepest Desires.

1

A story is told about the biologist, Thomas Huxley, arriving
late in a city where he had to deliver a lecture.  He jumped
into a cab, which at that time was a horse-drawn carriage, and
he yelled up at the driver, “Top speed!”

2

The cabby obediently cracked his whip and the vehicle went
bumping along the streets at a wild clip.  The frazzled Huxley
settled into his seat for a second, greatly relieved, and then sat
up with a jolt.

3

He called up, “Hear, hear do you know where I want to go?”
“No, your honor,” the cabby replied, “But I’m driving as fast
as I can.”

An awful lot of people are in motion these days.  There’s a lot
going on in their lives.  They’re always going somewhere fast.
But the fact is, too many don’t really know where they’re
going; they don’t know where their lives are headed.

4

It is for precisely this reason that God gives His final appeal
in the Bible’s last book, Revelation.  In chapter 14, verse 7, the
apostle John appeals to a world waiting for the coming of
Jesus in these words . . .

5

(Text: Revelation 14:7)
“...Fear God, and give glory to him, for the hour of his judg-
ment has come;

6

and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the
springs of water.” 
Revelation 14:7.

7
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But if you have a map of your own town and you’re trying to
follow it to find a place, and the map is wrong, it makes a real
difference!

Worship who?  Worship Him who made heaven and earth.
Worship the Creator of everything.  
God invites us to slow down and gain a sense of where we are
going.  

8

When we understand that we were created by God, it gives us
a sense of why we are here and where we are going.

But today, people have forgotten that God is the Creator of the
universe, our world, everything and everyone in the world.
Some people say you can trust the Bible with absolutely no
doubts. Others say you can’t. 
Who is right?

9

(Video: 6 sec)Today, millions think we just evolved.
Over billions of years we grew from single cells to sea animals
to land animals to humans. 
They think everything happened by chance or accident we
don’t understand.

10

But do you know God gave us a symbol of His work as our
Creator? 
He gave us something that would remind us every week that
He made us,  our world, our universe?

11

If the Bible is true, your whole eternal destiny depends on
whether you believe and accept it.
What you believe about the Bible makes all the difference in
what you believe about God.

In fact, He gave us this weekly reminder right at the end of
Creation week. 
But nearly the whole world has forgotten what that reminder
is.

12
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(Video: 15 sec) And without that reminder, most have forgot-
ten that God is the One who created the world. 
So in our time we send people to the moon to look for clues as
to how our world began.

13

We look far out into space with powerful telescopes, looking
for clues as to how our universe began.

14

So let’s take a look at this great Book–the Bible–also called
God’s Word–and see if we can find evidence as to whether it is
true or not–whether it can be trusted or not.

Why all this effort and expense–intense interest?
Because we want answers to our biggest questions. Are we
alone in the universe? How did we get here? Why are we
here? And where are we going?

15

So the search continues. Yet all along, the answers are right in
front of us. But we’re a world that has forgotten–we no longer
remember where we came from!

To a world that has forgotten, God says, “Remember–remem-
ber that I am your Creator. And to help you remember, I have
given you a sign–a symbol!”

16

(Video: 5 sec) At this time in history when evolution teaches
that we are the result of chance, God says, “You didn’t
evolve–I created you!”

17

But, some may ask, “What is this sign or symbol that reminds
us that God created us?” 
Remember when we studied about what God created during
each day of Creation Week?

18
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(Text: Psalm 33:8, 9)
Creation was awesome! How did He do it–and so quickly?
The Bible gives the answer: “Let all the earth fear the Lord; let
all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.

19

For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood
fast.”
Psalm 33:8, 9

20

We can’t understand how, but God was able to bring things
into existence by His spoken word. God’s word, whether spo-
ken, or written down in the Bible is creative and powerful!

21

This agreement can only be explained by acknowledging that
God gave this Book to us so that He might be able to commu-
nicate His will to us.

(Text: Genesis 2:1)
“Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them,
were finished.” 
Genesis 2:1.

22

In six days the Creator brought a world into being, clothed
with shrubs and trees, flowers and streams.

23

He brought sunshine and glorious sunsets and a magnificent
moon to enjoy by night.

24

But best of all, He created two perfect people.
What an honor!  Created in the image of their Maker! They
were created to be rulers over the earth and all that was on it!

25
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(Text: Genesis 1:27)
“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God
He created them.” 
Genesis 1:27.

26

But, God wasn’t through yet! 
He had one more thing He wanted to do.  
Notice carefully what the Bible says happened the next day-
the seventh day of creation:

27

(Text: Genesis 2:2-4)
“And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had
done,

28

and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He
had done.

29

Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because
in it He rested from all His work which God had created and
made.

30

This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they
were created.” 
Genesis 2:2-4.

31

Only God can make something holy, and the Bible says that
He sanctified the seventh day.

32

To sanctify something is to set it aside for holy use.  God set
the Sabbath aside from all other days.  
It was set aside as holy – dedicated totally to Him.  

33
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There are some people who wonder –  what difference does a
day make?  Maybe this illustration will help.

At a wedding one woman is sanctified or set apart for one
man.  Let’s suppose its your wedding day.
You are so excited.  You have looked forward to this day for
some time.  

34

Let’s also suppose your wife-to-be has six sisters. During the
wedding ceremony one woman is united to one man.  She is
set aside. She is no longer one in seven. 
She is the sanctified one.  Consecrated to her husband in mar-
riage.  

35

What if after the marriage, one of your wife’s sisters said,
“What difference does it make?  One in seven will do.  Any
one of the seven sisters is as good as the next.”  
What would you say?  Does it make a difference?  

36

What about you, Ma’am, does it make a difference to the
bride? 
It certainly does!  
As a husband, you would say, “My bride was chosen, sancti-
fied, set aside, dedicated to me?”

37

So God took a common, ordinary day of 24 hours – the sev-
enth day – and chose it, sanctified it, 
set it aside, and dedicated it to Himself.  
The Sabbath is a blessed, sanctified day.  According to God’s
word, it is not any day but the seventh day.

(Text: Mark 2:27, 28)
Here is what Christ said: “The Sabbath was made for man,
and not man for the Sabbath.

38

Therefore the Son of man is also Lord of the Sabbath.” 
Mark 2:27, 28.

39
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God gave the Sabbath so that we could take time to remember
that we did not evolve.
God had created him and all the rest of the wonderful world
in six days!

40

This was to be a holy time when man and His maker would
renew their pledge of love and devotion together each week.
Every week, man was to “remember” that God made the heav-
en and earth in six days and rested the seventh.

God asked man to remember when He wrote with His own
finger the law.
The fourth commandment is in the middle of that sacred Law
of God.

41

He told mankind to “remember” this day, because in six days
He had created the earth, the sea, and the fountains of water.

If the Sabbath had always been kept as a memorial of
Creation there would not be an evolutionist, infidel, or skeptic
alive today.

42

They would have been reminded each week of their roots and
of their relationship to their Creator!
As sin increased on the earth, man forgot where he came from
and why he was here and where he is going.
When this happened, he also forgot how he should live. 

(Video: 10 sec) By the time of Moses, the people of Israel had
almost completely forgotten about their God.  
They were immersed in worshiping man made idols!

43

(Video: 7 sec) God miraculously delivered them from their
enemies and led them through the wilderness on the way to
the “Promised Land.”

44
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In this wilderness, He did two things to show them what He
wanted them to do in connection with the seventh-day
Sabbath He had made for them in the first week of this
world’s history.

(Video:10 sec) First, God reminded them that He cared about
them and that He had led them out of Egypt. 
They could not carry enough food.
Soon they murmured because they had run out.

45

They didn’t seem to have appreciated all the miracles and
kindness God had shown them, but a loving God provided
food for them!

(Text: Exodus 16:4, 5)
“Then the Lord said to Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from
heaven for you.

46

And the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every
day,

47

that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or
not.”
Exodus 16:4

The “bread” spoken of here is commonly called “manna.”
48

“And it shall be on the sixth day that they shall prepare what
they bring in,

49

and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.
Exodus 16:5

50
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(Text: Exodus 16:6)
“Then Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel,

51

At evening you shall know that the Lord has brought you out
of the land of Egypt.” 
Exodus 16:6

52

(Video: 16 sec) 
The manna came at night as the dew settled.  In the morning
after the dew evaporated the manna covered the ground.  

53

The people went out and gathered it in the early morning
hours and by mid day the remaining manna disappeared 
But wait–notice what happened on the sixth day of the week:

(Text: Exodus 16:21, 22)
“So they gathered it every morning, every man according to
his need.

54

And when the sun became hot, it melted.

55

And so it was, on the sixth day, that they gathered twice as
much bread, two homers for each one.

56

And all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses.

57
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(Text: Exodus 16:23)
“Then he said to them, This is what the Lord has said:
Tomorrow is a Sabbath rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord.

58

Bake what you will bake today, and boil what you will boil
today; and lay up for yourselves all that remains, to be kept
until morning.” 
Exodus 16:21-23.

59

(Text: Exodus 16:25, 26)
Regarding the seventh-day: “Then Moses said, ‘Eat that today,
for today is a Sabbath to the Lord; today you will not find it in
the field.

60

Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, the
Sabbath, there will be none.’” 
Verses 25, 26.

61

Most of the people did what God had commanded, but some
went out on the Sabbath to gather manna. Notice what God
had to say about that!

62

(Text: Exodus 16:28-30)
“And the Lord said to Moses, ‘How long do you refuse to keep
My commandments and My laws?

63

See! For the Lord has given you the Sabbath; therefore He
gives you on the sixth day bread for two days.

64

Let every man remain in his place; let no man go out of his
place on the seventh day.’

65
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So the people rested on the seventh day.” Exodus 16:28-30.

66

The Sabbath was instituted at creation and was observed by
God’s people before they came to Sinai, where God gave them
the Ten Commandments.

67

In the third month of the Exodus journey, God brought the
people to Mt. Sinai, and there He appeared to Moses and gave
him a message to share with the people:

68

(Text: Exodus 19:5, 6)
“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep
My covenant,

69

then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for
all the earth is Mine.

70

And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.

71

These are the words which you shall speak to the children of
Israel.” 
Exodus 19:5, 6.

72

God had made a most gracious offer to His people. If they
obeyed His laws and commandments, they would be a special
people and a holy nation!

73



11 – Created For Something Better

12

One of those commandments was given to make certain His
people would never forget their relationship to their Creator.
In fact, it begins with the word remember.

(Text: Exodus 20:8-11)
(Video: 5 sec) “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six
days you shall labor and do all your work,

74

(Video:2 sec) but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
your God. In it you shall do no work:

75

(Video:2 sec) you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your
male servant, nor your female servant, nor

76

(Video:2 sec) your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your
gates. For in six days the Lord made

77

(Video:2 sec) the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, and rested the seventh day.

78

(Video:2 sec) Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and
hallowed it.” Exodus 20:8-11.

79

The Sabbath is in the center, or the heart, of those ten pre-
cepts. 
The Sabbath day is a memorial of creation. 
It is as old as the world itself!

80
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God promises His people many blessings if they obey Him
and remember His memorial of creation.

(Text: Isaiah 58:13, 14)
“If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, from doing
your pleasure on My holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight,

81

the holy day of the Lord honorable, and shall honor Him, not
doing your own ways,

82

nor finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your own words,

83

then you shall delight yourself in the Lord...”
Isaiah 58:13, 14

84

If man remembered the memorial, many problems he faces– a
forgotten God, a meaningless life, an identity crises–would all
be solved. 
There would be no evolutionists!

(Video: 8 sec) But sad to say, God’s people forgot. They forgot
to worship Him on His holy day and,

85

before long they began to worship gods of sticks and stones. 
They lost sight of their roots!

86
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There were revivals of Sabbath observance during the cen-
turies as God’s prophets called attention back to God the
Creator.

87

Isaiah emphasized that God never intended to confine the
Sabbath to the Jewish people.

The Sabbath was instituted before the Jewish race came into
being. 
God did not restrict such a blessing to one nation.

88

(Text: Isaiah 56:6, 7)
He invites everyone, everywhere to remember and keep the
Sabbath with Him.  ”Every one that keepeth the sabbath . . . .

89

Will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in
my house of prayer:

90

. . . For mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all
people. 
Isaiah 56:6, 7.

91

Nowhere in the Bible is the seventh day called “the Sabbath
of the Jews.“
Jesus made clear that it is a day for all mankind when He said, 

92

(Text: Mark 2:27)
“...The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath.” 
Mark 2:27.

93
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(Text: Exodus 20:10)
And God said, “...The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord,
your God...” 
Exodus 20:10.

94

(Text: Matthew 12:8)
Jesus also said that He is “Lord even of the Sabbath day”
(Matthew 12:8) because He made it.

95

(Text: Revelation 1:10)
That is why John the Revelator called it “the Lord’s day.”  
Revelation 1:10.

96

The Sabbath is more than a memorial of creation and the
Creator.
It is a sign between God and man.

(Text: Ezekiel 20:20)
“Hallow My Sabbaths; and they will be a sign between Me
and you,

97

that you may know that I am the Lord your God.” 
Ezekiel 20:20.
The One who made the Sabbath holy during creation week is
the same One who makes sinful people holy.
Our Creator is also our Savior!

98

(Text: Ezekiel 20:12)
“Moreover also I gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign
between them and me,

99

that they might know that I am the Lord who sanctifies them.” 
Ezekiel 20:12.

100



11 – Created For Something Better

16

(Video: 12 sec) The Sabbath was instituted before sin came to
Earth, and will also be celebrated after sin is forever banished
from Earth.

101

(Text: Isaiah 66:22, 23)
“‘For as the new heavens and the new earth which I will make
shall remain before Me,’ says the Lord,

102

so shall your seed and your name remain.”

103

And it shall come to pass that from one New Moon to another,
and from one Sabbath to another,

104

shall all flesh come to worship before Me, saith the Lord.” 
Isaiah 66:22, 23.

105

(Video: 6 sec) Throughout all eternity, God’s people will cele-
brate the Sabbath to honor Him as their Creator and
Redeemer.

106

If the Sabbath was celebrated before sin came to Earth, and it
will be celebrated when the earth is made new, doesn’t it
make sense that God’s people should celebrate it now?

If we have any questions about God and the Sabbath, we can
look at how Jesus treated it.

107
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Luke tells us what Jesus did on the Sabbath:

108

(Text: Luke 4:16)
(Video: 3 sec) “He came to Nazareth, where He had been
brought up:

109

and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, and stood up for to read.” 
Luke 4:16.
The Bible says that was Jesus’ custom!

110

Webster’s dictionary says, “Sabbath;

111

the seventh day of the week (Saturday).”
–Webster’s New World Dictionary, second college edition.

112

(Video: 9 sec)Had the day been changed or forgotten between
the time of Adam and Moses, God would have remedied it
when He wrote the Ten Commandments at Sinai.

113

(Video: 11 sec) Had the day been lost between the time of
Moses and Jesus, Christ would surely have set the record
straight.

114

(Video: 9 sec) Had the day been changed during the lifetime of
the disciples they certainly would have written about it.

115
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(Video: 9 sec) And of course the Jews, who keep strict record
of time, still worship on the seventh-day, or Saturday.

116

(Video: 19 sec) The identity of the day of rest was never ques-
tioned during Jesus’ life on Earth. 
The only controversy arose over how He kept it.

117

The rabbis had distorted Sabbath observance by instituting
difficult, cumbersome regulations. 
Jesus tried to eliminate man-made requirements and show the
meaning of Sabbath observance.

When they accused Jesus of breaking the Sabbath because He
healed people on that day, He answered,

118

(Text: Matthew 12:12)
“...It is lawful to do good on the Sabbath days.”
Matthew 12:12.

119

(Video: 18 sec) The Bible says that Jesus healed and minis-
tered,
The Sabbath is for making us whole, setting us free from
guilt, prejudice, and selfishness, and giving us peace of mind;

120

It is for restoring us to the image of God and pointing us back
to our Creator! 
This was the work Jesus came to do, and it was the work the
disciples did after He left them.

(Video: 11 sec) The meaning of Sabbath observance was
demonstrated by the followers of Jesus at His death.

121
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In this crisis, Jesus’ friends rested according to God’s com-
mand, leaving the work of anointing Jesus’ body until after
the Sabbath hours.

(Text: Luke 23:54-56)
“And that day was the preparation, and the Sabbath drew on.

122

And the women also, which came with Him from Galilee, fol-
lowed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how His body was
laid.

123

Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments, and
rested the Sabbath according to the commandment.” 
Luke 23:54-56.

124

(Video: 8 sec) The day before the Sabbath, their hope in Jesus
had been crushed. 
They witnessed Him dying a cruel death on the cross. Their
dreams and hopes lay in a darkened tomb.
They wanted to anoint His dead body.

125

(Text: Luke 24:1)
“...Upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning,
they came unto the sepulchre, bringing spices which they had
prepared.” 
Luke 24:1.

126

Let’s take another look at the events of those three memorable
days.

127

1. Friday: Jesus died; the women prepared spices and oint-
ments.

128
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2. Saturday (Sabbath day): Jesus rested in the tomb; His fol-
lowers rested.

129

3. Sunday (first day of the week): Jesus rose from the dead!
Ladies came to anoint Jesus.
There can be no doubt as to which day was the Sabbath at
Jesus’ death.

130

(Text: John 19:30)
Jesus hung on the cross on the preparation day and cried, 
“...It is finished!...” 
John 19:30.

131

His work of redemption was completed! 
He rested in the tomb over the Sabbath

132

(Video: 6 sec) and rose on Sunday, the first day of the week. 
Even in death Jesus kept the Sabbath; 
He rested in the tomb on the Sabbath.

133

As we stand near the cross, we get the feeling that any day in
seven will not do! 
For to tamper with the Sabbath would be to tamper with cre-
ation, with Sinai, and with Calvary itself!

Yes, it matters which day in seven we celebrate. 
A Christian writer named George Vandeman wrote:

134

“How can we see His followers refusing to desecrate the
sacred hours even with their labor of love,

135
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how can we see Him dying on the cross because the law could
not be compromised even to save His own life–

136

how can we stand in the blazing light of Calvary and say it
doesn’t matter?”
–A Day to Remember, p. 40.

137

The Creator said “Remember,” yet so many forget! But that
was not God’s intention. 
Jesus expected that Christians would keep the Sabbath for all
time.

138

(Text: Matthew 24:20)
“And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the
Sabbath.” 
Matthew 24:20.

139

(Video: 6 sec) Jesus expected that Christians in A.D. 70, when
Jerusalem was destroyed, would still be keeping the Sabbath!

140

(Text: Acts 17:1, 2)
The New Testament records that Jesus’ followers kept the
Sabbath after the resurrection: 
“They came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the
Jews:

141

And Paul, as his manner was, went in to them, and three
Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures.” 
Acts 17:1, 2.
On another Sabbath when Paul was preaching, some Gentiles
came with a request: 

142

(Text: Acts 13:42, 44)
“…the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached
to them the next Sabbath.

143
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And the next Sabbath day came almost the whole city together
to hear the word of God.” 
Acts 13:42, 44.

144

In fact, the book of Acts records 84 meetings that Paul held on
the Sabbath.

145

The Sabbath runs like a golden thread from Genesis to the
book of Revelation, which describes those who are prepared
to meet Jesus at His Second Coming!

146

(Text: Revelation 14:12)
“Here is the patience of the saints: Here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
Revelation 14:12.

147

(Text: John 14:15)
Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep my commandments.” (John
14:15) 
and one of those commandments tells us to “remember the
Sabbath day”

148

If we worship God our Creator each week on the seventh-day
Sabbath, we’ll never forget where we came from or Who creat-
ed us and the world around us.

149

If we keep the Sabbath each week, we’ll never need to wonder
who we are–the sons and daughters of God, the King of the
universe!

150

We’ll never need to wonder how we got here–we are here
because God wanted us, because He made us.

151
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The same Jesus who asks you to “remember” stretches out His
hands to you tonight–hands once nailed to the cross of
Calvary for your sins–and gently calls, “Follow Me.”

152

Will you follow your Creator now? 
Will you obey His command to remember the Sabbath day He
made for you?

153

Will you worship Him each week from now on when His
Sabbath comes around every seventh day?
Will you follow the example of Jesus and the apostles in wor-
shiping your Maker on the seventh-day Sabbath?

The Sabbath is not simply a matter of which day we worship
on, friend.  It is a matter of following Jesus all the way.  It is a
matter of standing with Adam and Eve as they worshiped in
Eden on that first Sabbath.

154

It is a matter of obeying God’s command with Moses when
God said, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.”
It is a matter of worshiping on the same day as Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Daniel and all the giants of faith of the Old
Testament.

It is a matter of praising God each Sabbath as the Creator of
all with Peter, James and John.
It is a matter of being part of God’s end-time people who,
according to Revelation, keep the commandments.

Would you like to say, “Yes, Jesus, I will stand with you.  I
will put you first.  I will follow you all the way.”  
If this is your desire, lift you hand as we pray.
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Don’t Let it Happen to You.

1

Myths are easily accepted as truth if they have been around a
long time.  Take the case of the spider.  About 350 B.C., the
great Greek philosopher Aristotle classified the spider as hav-
ing six legs.

2

And for the next 20 centuries everyone believed the spider had
six legs.  No one even bothered to count.  After all, who would
dare challenge the great Aristotle?

Well, along came Lamarck, the outstanding biologist and natu-
ralist.  He carefully counted the legs of the spider.
And guess how many legs he counted?  Exactly eight!  
The myth that had been taught as truth for centuries was
destroyed because Lamarck bothered to count.

Could it be that a religious myth has slipped into the
Christian church?  Could it be that we are dealing with some-
thing much more important than a six– or eight–legged spider
here?

3

Millions of people worship on the first day of the week
believing it is the Bible Sabbath.  In our last session, we dis-
covered that the seventh-day of the week, Saturday, is God’s
true Sabbath.  

Just like textbooks for 2,000 years taught mistakenly that spi-
ders had six legs, so millions have accepted a myth regarding
the Sabbath.

The reason you are attending this series of Bible presentations
is because your heart longs for the truth.  You want to know
what God’s word really says.  You are not interested in what
religious leaders teach.  You want to know what God says.
Let’s review what we discovered in our last session.
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(Video: 8 sec) We have learned that God has given us a special
day each week–the Sabbath day–on which we worship Him
and remember His work as our Creator.

4

We learned the Sabbath day is not just any day–but the sev-
enth day of the week. 
And we learned that the Sabbath will still be kept when this
world ends and we are in heaven with our Creator.

But as we look around our world, we find that many peo-
ple–most people in fact–do not worship God on the seventh
day.

5

Many don’t even worship the God of the Bible, of course, but
other gods.

6

But of those who do worship the God of the Bible, even most
of those worship Him on some other day than the one He set
aside as His holy day.

7

Why is that? 
Did God change the day? 
Did someone else change it?

Why do so many people keep some other day, such as Sunday,
as God’s day, rather than the seventh-day Sabbath?

We have learned that the Bible tells us that in His law, God
gave all of us on earth a sign–a very special sign:

8
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(Text: Ezekiel 20:12, 20)
“Moreover I also gave them My Sabbaths, to be a sign
between them and Me,

9

that they might know that I am the LORD who sanctifies
them. . . .”

10

“Hallow My Sabbaths and they will be a sign between Me
and you,

11

that you may know that I am the LORD your God.” Ezekiel
20:12, 20.

12

(Video: 4 sec) The Bible, from beginning to end, testifies to the
fact that God has established a Sabbath day and that the
Sabbath day is the seventh day of the week.

13

And in no place in the Bible does God indicate that He has
changed that day of worship and rest–that sign between
Himself and His people.

(Video: 10 sec) Let us review for a moment what we have
found in these messages, by a study of God’s Word.

14

When God finished creating Planet Earth and man, He created
the Sabbath
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as a memorial of His Creation on the seventh day of that first
week and throughout earth’s history.

15

When God wrote His law at Mt. Sinai, He put in the very heart
of those commandments the Sabbath commandment.

16

(Video: 5 sec) This commandment was for ever to remind man
that he did not just happen to come in to existence.

17

The reason He gives for asking man to keep the seventh-day is
that He created the earth in six days

18

and rested the seventh day.
Concerning His commands, God, through Moses, told the peo-
ple that they were not to take away from them nor add to
them.

19

(Text: Deuteronomy 4:2)
“Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from
it,

20

but keep the commands of the Lord your God that I give you.” 
Deuteronomy 4:2. God also told them,

21

(Text: Psalm 89:34)
“My covenant I will not break, nor alter the word that has
gone out of My lips.” Psalm 89:34.

22



12 – Millions Fooled by a Myth

5

Jesus Himself showed the same determination to exalt the
Law that He had given on Mt. Sinai. 
He told the people in the Sermon on the Mount that He did
not come to set aside the Law of God but to fulfill it!

23

(Text: Matthew 5:17-19)
Notice His words: “Do not think that I came to destroy the
Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.

24

For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away,

25

one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all
is fulfilled.

26

Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these command-
ments, and teaches men so,

27

shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven...” 
Matthew 5:17-19.

28

When God gave the Ten Commandments to His people, He
also made it clear that no human being should revise or
change the instruction from His holy lips.

Jesus Himself demonstrated by His example that He wanted
to honor the day that He and the Father had made holy in the
first week of this world’s history.

29
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(Text: Luke 4:16)
“So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up.
And as His custom was,

30

He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up
to read.” 
Luke 4:16.

31

When the religious leaders accused Jesus’ disciples of violat-
ing the Sabbath, Jesus said He was the Lord of that day.

32

(Text: Mark 2:27, 28)
“The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath.

33

Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.” 
Mark 2:27, 28.

34

Not only did Jesus honor the Sabbath day, but He asked His
disciples to pray that they could keep His holy day far down
into the future.

35

(Text: Matthew 24:20)
We find this request in Matthew 24:20: “And pray that your
flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath.”

36

Here Jesus was speaking of the flight out of Jerusalem by His
followers just prior to

37
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its destruction in A.D. 70 by the Romans.

38

When He was crucified He expected that His followers would
continue to honor the Sabbath.

39

Orthodox Jews have worshiped on the seventh day since the
Exodus, more than 3,500 years ago. 
Wherever they are in the world, they still recognize Saturday,
the seventh day of the week, as the day God set aside for wor-
ship.

40

Even if the Bible were our only source of information, we
would still be able to determine which day is the seventh day,
or the Sabbath.

41

As we turn to the account of the crucifixion, the Book of Luke
summarizes the events of that weekend.
After Christ died on the cross on Friday, the Bible comments:

(Text: Luke 23:54-56; 24:1)
“That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near.”

42

And the women who had come with Him from Galilee fol-
lowed after, and they observed the tomb and how His body
was laid.

43

Then they returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. And
they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.

44
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Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning,
they, and certain other women with them,

45

came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had pre-
pared. “ 
Luke 23:54-56; 24:1.

46

Most of the Christian world celebrates what is called Good
Friday in memory of Christ’s death. 
They celebrate Easter Sunday in memory of Christ’s resurrec-
tion.

47

The Bible tells us that the day in between is the Sabbath,
“according to the commandment.”

48

(Video: 4 sec) Even though Luke wrote these words many
years after the cross, he still referred to Sunday as “the first
day of the week,”

49

And he still called the seventh day “Sabbath.” 
The biblical record clearly distinguishes these two days.

In fact, the apostles continued to worship and preach on the
seventh-day Sabbath for many years after the cross.

50

(Text: Acts 13:14, 42, 44)
The Bible speaks of Paul and his companions when they visit-
ed Antioch they 
“. . . went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and sat
down.”

51
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Acts 13:14. Later, “When the Jews were gone out of the syna-
gogue,

52

the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to
them the next Sabbath.”

53

“And the next Sabbath day came almost the whole city togeth-
er to hear the word of God.” Acts 13:42, 44.
It was Paul’s custom to worship in the synagogue every
Sabbath:

54

(Text: Acts 18:4)
“And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and per-
suaded both Jews and Greeks.” Acts 18:4

55

From these biblical facts, one can easily see that there is no
evidence that Christ or His disciples changed the day of wor-
ship. 
There is no record in the Bible commanding such a change!

None of the New Testament writers told of any change of the
Sabbath day! 
It would have been the lead article in every New Testament
Book of the Bible had such a momentous change occurred!

56

(Text: Psalm 89:34)
God said, “I will not . . . alter what my lips have uttered.” 
Psalm 89:34.

57

God has not changed His Law and no one has the right to alter
God’s Law!
Scholars from the various Sunday-keeping groups acknowl-
edge this.
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Catholic Cardinal James Gibbons once wrote: 
“You may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and you
will not find a single line authorizing the sanctification of
Sunday.

58

The Scriptures enforce the religious observance of Saturday.”
– The Faith of Our fathers, pp. 111, 112.

59

Clovis G. Chappell, a Methodist, makes the same point, when
he says, “The reason we observe the first day instead of the
seventh is based on no positive command.

60

One will search the Scriptures in vain for authority for chang-
ing from the seventh day to the first.”

–Ten Rules for Living. p. 61.

61

There is no biblical record that Christ or His disciples kept
any other day or instructed others to do so!

“Then how did Sunday keeping get started?” you might ask.

62

We learn from Socrates Scholasticus, a fifth-century historian:
“Almost all churches throughout the world celebrate the
sacred mysteries [the Lord’s Supper] on the Sabbath of every
week,

63

yet the Christians of Alexandria and at Rome, on account of
some ancient tradition, have ceased to do this.”

–Ecclesiastical History, as quoted by C. B. Haynes, From
Sabbath to Sunday, p. 35.

64

Other historians record that many church groups observed the
seventh-day Sabbath during the Middle Ages, and the practice
is well documented in modern times by Christians around the
world.

65
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Many church historians place the beginning of a gradual
change of days sometime between A.D. 70 and 135, the dates
when two bitter and bloody insurrections by the Jews were
crushed by the Romans.

66

The mounting hostility of the Romans against the Jews, cou-
pled with the conflict between Jews and Christians, encour-
aged a rash of anti-Jewish literature, which, in turn, created
strong anti-Jewish sentiment throughout the Roman Empire.

67

Christians became increasingly sensitive about identification
with the Jews. 
Since Sabbath-keeping tended to identify them with the Jews,
many Christians began minimizing its obligations.

“Impressive indications (suggest) that Sunday observance was
introduced at this time in conjunction with Easter-Sunday,

68

as an attempt to clarify to the Roman authorities the Christian
distinction from Judaism.” Ibid., p. 237.

69

With this in mind, it is easy to see how Christians living in the
capital city of the Roman Empire led the way in disassociating
themselves from Sabbath-keeping.
They were located at the center where hostility was the
strongest!

70

(Video: 7 sec)
It is especially understandable that they might shy away from
Sabbath-keeping, which was held in contempt by the Romans,
in view of the fact that the church at Rome was composed pre-
dominantly of Gentiles, who were converts from paganism.

71

(Text: Romans 11:13)
It is interesting to note how Paul addressed the church in
Rome: “I am talking to you Gentiles...’” Romans 11:13.

72



12 – Millions Fooled by a Myth

12

These Christians, recently converted from paganism, were not
as well established in Sabbath-keeping as were Jewish
Christians, who had always practiced Sabbath-keeping.

73

But why was Sunday chosen rather than some other day of the
week? 
That’s a good question!
The pagans in the Roman Empire had been sun worshipers for
many years, celebrating Sunday as the sun’s day.

74

The Roman emperors had even represented themselves as sun
gods, stamping the emblem of the sun on their coins and
buildings and demanding worship from their subjects.

75

Some theologians believe that the church saw an advantage in
compromise with paganism. 
By adopting a few pagan customs, the pagans would convert
to Christianity more quickly and feel more at home.

It would also benefit the empire by uniting its subjects into
one great religion.

For centuries Sunday was celebrated, not as a holy day, but as
a holiday.
Then both days were kept as holy days.

76

We read the following from Apostolic Constitutions, chapter
23. 
“Christians were not the only ones who became careless and
gradually compromised their faith.

77

The erosion of the purity of the Apostolic church stood firm
and pure, but when the second and third generation
Christians came along,

78
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we see evidence of compromise and apostasy.”

79

This drift into compromise was accented by the first civil
Sunday law passed by the Roman Emperor Constantine on
March 7, A.D. 321.

80

While still a pagan, he legislated : “On the venerable day of
the Sun let the magistrates and people residing in the cities
rest, and let all workshops be closed.

81

In the country, however, persons engaged in agriculture may
freely and lawfully continue their pursuits.” 
History of the Christian Church, 1902 ed., vol. 3, p. 380.

82

The next step in making Sunday-keeping an integral part of
Christianity was taken by the Church of Rome in the Council
of Laodicea. 
It made the first religious law concerning the keeping of
Sunday.

83

“In the year 325, Sylvester, Bishop of Rome changed the title
of the first day, calling it the Lord’s day.”

–Historia Ecclesiastica, p. 739.
At another Council of Laodicea, held in 364, the following law
was made:

84

“Christians shall not Judaize [keep Sabbath] and be idle on
Saturday, . . . but shall work on that day;

85

but the Lord’s day they shall especially honour, and, as being
Christians, shall if possible,

86
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do no work on that day.”
–A History of the Councils of the Church, vol. 2, p. 316.

87

In spite of this, Christians were still observing the Sabbath in
the sixth century, for Pope Gregory denounced

88

“As the prophets of Antichrist those who maintained that
work ought not to be done on the seventh day.”

–The Law of Sunday, quoted in C. B. Haynes, From Sabbath
to Sunday, p. 43.

89

(Video: 7 sec) Keep in mind that the Bible was not available to
everyone at that time as it is now.

90

Doctrines were passed along by word of mouth until the lay-
men could scarcely distinguish between Scripture and tradi-
tion.

Until most people really knew the truth as it was taught by
Christ and His disciples.
Centuries passed,

91

and the Protestant Reformation came, questioning many rites
and traditions that had supplanted the teachings of God’s
Word.

92

The cry of the reformation was, “The Bible and the Bible only
as our rule of faith.”

93
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Many, like Huss and Jerome, paid for their fidelity to the
Bible by being burned at the stake!

94

However, after the sixth century, the Sabbath truth lay almost
dormant, hidden under centuries of tradition. 
Few closely examined to find out what the Scriptures taught.
They accepted what had been passed along through genera-
tions, never questioning whether it was fact or fiction.

95

Sometimes people accept things without questioning.  For cen-
turies most people believed that the earth was the center of
the universe.  They believed the sun and all the planets
revolved around the earth.  

96

Of course, Copernicus was not changing God’s heavens.  He
was simply exposing an aged tradition which had no solid sci-
entific foundation.  Copernicus was revealing the truth.  
Merely believing something for a long time does not make it
true.

How was the Sabbath changed?  Listen to the amazing follow-
ing statements from Catholic authors whose church led the
way in the change of the Sabbath to Sunday.

“The Catholic Church for over one thousand years before the
existence of a Protestant, by virtue of her Divine mission,

97

changed the day from Saturday to Sunday.”
–The Christian Sabbath, p. 16.

98

From the Convert’s Catechism, we read:

99
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“Question: Which is the Sabbath day?

100

Answer: Saturday is the Sabbath day.

101

Question: Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday?

102

Answer: ...because the Catholic Church transferred the solem-
nity from Saturday to Sunday.” 
This change was made by the Council of Laodicea in A.D. 336.

103

Why, you may ask, did the Catholic Church, by its own free
and open admission, institute this change?
The answer lies, at least in part, in the place of authority
accorded by the Catholic Church to tradition.

104

One of the main points of difference between Protestants and
Catholics during the early days of the Reformation was over
the authority of tradition in the church.

105

When Martin Luther declared that he must follow the Bible
and the Bible only, he challenged many of the institutions of
the Catholic Church that were based solely on tradition.

In fact, the Council of Trent was convened to decide exactly
what position the Catholic Church should take on tradition
and its relationship to the Bible.

106
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The question was finally settled. 
Notice the summary given of the speech that turned the tide,
as recorded by H. H. Holtzman:

“Finally, at the last opening on the eighteenth of January, 1562,
all hesitation was set aside:

107

the Archbishop of Reggio made a speech in which he openly
declared that tradition stood above Scripture.”

–Canon and Tradition, p. 263.
The Bible does not support the idea that tradition is the basis
for church doctrine. 

108

Do you remember the question Jesus asked the religious lead-
ers of His day?

109

(Text: Matthew 15:3, 9)
He asked, “Why do you also transgress the commandment of
God because of your tradition?”

110

And He added, “And in vain they worship me, teaching as
doctrines the commandments of men.” Matthew 15:3, 9.

111

Do you see the issue? 
Will you follow Christ and the Bible–or human traditions? 
It is not merely a matter of days and numbers.

112

It is a matter of masters! 
That is the real issue! 
Is Jesus Christ your Master–or are the traditions of some other
organization?
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We have cited a number of trustworthy scholars and historical
works.  But here are some modern statements on the change of
the Sabbath.

113

We notice this statement: “It was the Catholic Church that
decided Sunday should be the day of worship for Christians
in honor of the resurrection.” –Karl Keating, Catholicism and
Fundamentalism, 1988, p. 38.

114

Another statement that will cause you to stop and think comes
from the Saint Catherine Catholic Church Sentinel, May 21,
1995. It said,

115

“Perhaps the boldest thing, the most revolutionary change that
the Church ever did, happened in the first century. The holy
day,

the Sabbath, was changed from Saturday to Sunday.... not
from any directions noted in the Scriptures, but from the
Church’s sense of its own power....

116

People who think that the scriptures should be the sole
authority should logically become Seventh-day Adventist, and
keep Saturday holy.”

117

In the prophecy of Daniel 7, God revealed to Daniel that the
“little horn” of Daniel 7:21, 25, was to

118

(Text: Daniel 7:25)
“think to change times and laws.”
WHAT A PROPHECY!
Here is a clear prediction that an earthly religious power
would attempt to change God’s law.

119
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There is only one commandment in the ten that talks about
time–the Sabbath commandment.

The Roman church thought to do this, but God is still the
same today as when He made the heavens and the earth and
He has not changed what He instituted in Eden.

120

In fact, the prophecy calls for everyone everywhere to worship
the Creator, because He is the one who is going to judge
mankind.

This prophecy is given to call out a people who will be ready
to meet Jesus when He returns in the clouds of glory.
The people who will respond and be ready are described this
way,

121

(Text: Revelation 14:12)
“Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep
the commandments of God and the Faith of Jesus.” 
Revelation 14:12.

122

It goes without saying that those who have the faith of Jesus
will, out of a heart of love for God, be keeping His command-
ments.

123

Yes, God asks us to REMEMBER Him as our Creator by keep-
ing His holy day.
To do as He asks means we show our loyalty to Him.

124

When a person keeps a man-made Sabbath, he is obeying
man’s traditions. 
When we discover God’s will, it is our joy to follow it.
God has something to say about man’s traditions:
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(Text: Mark 7:6, 7)
“...These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are
far from me.

125

They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught
by men.” 
Mark 7:6, 7.

126

(Text: Mark 7:9)
And again: “...You have a fine way of setting aside the com-
mands of God in order to observe your own traditions!”
Mark 7:9.

127

(Text: Mark 7:6)
Jesus said, “Their hearts are far from me.” 
You see, it is really a matter of the heart. 
A matter of love.

128

(Text: 1 John 5:3)
The Bible says, “This is love for God: to obey his commands.
And his commands are not burdensome.” 
1 John 5:3.

129

Jesus, as He was teaching one day, told His listeners that not
everyone was going to go to heaven. 
He said that you can know a tree by its fruit, whether it be
good or bad fruit.

130

(Text: Matthew 7:21)
Then He said, “Not everyone who says ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter
the kingdom of heaven,

131

but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 
Matthew 7:21.

132
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That is very plain. God knows those who are His by looking
at the fruit of their lives.

133

It is not just those who say they belong to God, but those who
do what He has told them to do. 
It is those individuals who will be welcomed into the king-
dom of God.

If you love Him, you will let Him be the One who runs your
life so that you can do His will.
When we keep the Sabbath, we not only keep God’s command
for us, but we open our lives to wonderful blessings.

134

As we spend that special day each week remembering our
Creator and reaching out to Him, we come to know Him more
and better.

135

Our lives are so busy these days. 
Everyone seems to be in a rush. 
So much to do–and so little time to get it all done!

In the middle of all this rushing and stress and hurry, God
invites us to come away for one day a week and rest.
He invites us to spend the day with Him–worshiping Him,
talking with Him, listening to Him as He speaks to us through
His Word, the Bible.

136

What a privilege–to spend a full day each week thinking
about and communicating with the One who made us!

Let me make the issue plain to you, friend.  
On one side we have truth on the other, tradition.
On one side we have the Bible  on the other, human teachings.
On one side we have God’s command  on the other, the doc-
trines of men.

137
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On one side we have the Sabbath  on the other, we have
Sunday.
It is not a matter of a day – it is a matter of masters.
It is not a matter of obeying God – it is a matter of following
Jesus.

Would you like to make the decision to commit your life to
following God’s truth rather than accepting a man-made tradi-
tion?  Why not tell Jesus you will follow Him all the way as
we pray.
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Heaven, Hell, or Nothing?

1

In 1956 the Belgian Congo was caught in the grip of a vicious
civil war.  Dr. Paul Carlson’s hospital was taken over by rebel
forces.  Many hospital employees were killed.  

2

Unfortunately, Dr. Carlson was among them.  
When his body was found a few days after his senseless mur-
der, there was a New Testament in his jacket pocket.  In its
pages the doctor had written the date.  

It was the day before he was shot, and he penned a single
word, “Peace.”
Peace in the face of the worst of circumstances.  
Peace in the face of death.  What gave Dr. Paul Carlson such
peace?

Is it possible for us to have this incredible peace when we face
death?  What can keep us from falling apart when death
strikes?

3

There are so many unanswered questions regarding death.
What really happens when a person dies?  
Is it heaven?  Or hell?  Or nothingness?

You know what’s happened to the physical body, but where is
the person who lived in it? 
When people die, do they totally cease to exist or do they live
on somewhere?

The pain of death is so searing that we want desperately to
believe that there just MUST be some way the ones we love
are not really gone—and that if we just search, we’ll find a
way to talk with them still.

4
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Very emphatically, voices are heard assuring us that this is all
true and possible. 
Consider the so-called psychic medium James Van Praagh, for
example.

5

His book Talking to Heaven: A Medium’s Message of Life
After Death, sailed to the heights of the best seller lists after
his appearance on the Larry King Show.

Our hearts cry out to know the real truth about death and have
peace as we face the grave.

6

(Video: 5 sec) Does God have anything to say on the subject?  
Does the Bible have anything to say when we die?  The
answer is an emphatic YES! 

7

And the answer is found in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

8

After Jesus died on the cross, His friends placed His body, the
Bible says, in “Joseph’s new tomb.”

9

The Roman Governor Pilate sent a guard, and his soldiers
sealed the stone covering the mouth of the tomb with a
Roman seal.
Now no one could take His body.
No one, that is, except Christ’s Father.

10

Early Sunday morning while it was yet dark, a brilliant angel
descended from heaven, rolled back the stone that covered the
door of that tomb, and called Christ forth.

11
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The risen Savior stepped forth in complete and total victory
over death—a mighty conqueror.
The soldiers were struck down as dead men by the glory of
the angel.

12

The story of Christ’s resurrection was the driving power of the
early Christian church—as the Romans had no hope beyond
the grave.
The only thing they knew was that the grave was a deep, dark
pit out of which no one could ever hope to emerge alive again.

13

Now the Christians had a message of truest hope. The grave
was not the final end. 
Those who died “in Christ” would someday live again!

The catacombs under the city of Rome show the difference
between the pagan’s death in those ancient times-and that of
the Christians. 
Notice the epitaphs on the tombs of those who died in pagan
hopelessness.

14

Over and over again are inscribed these words of sorrow:
Goodbye forever—or, Goodbye for eternity.
Then notice the inscriptions on the tombs of the Christians:

15

Goodbye until we meet again—or, Goodnight until the morn-
ing. 
Their tombs were inscribed with hope and courage, looking
forward to a day of resurrection.

16

(Text: Revelation 1:18)
“I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive
forevermore. Amen.

17

And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.” Revelation 1:18
There is no real hope for the future beyond death unless a
Christian knows what God has for him.

18
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The fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians is Paul’s great treatise
on death and the resurrection. 
He clearly states that if there is no resurrection, then there is
no future for the Christian.

19

(Text: 1 Chronicles 15:16-18)
Notice what He said:
“If the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen,

20

And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in
your sins!

21

Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have per-
ished.” 
1 Corinthians 15:16-18.

22

But to understand why He says what He did, we must under-
stand what the Bible teaches about death itself.

23

When God created man, It was never His intention that any-
one would ever die.
After God created Adam, He looked at what He had made,
and the Bible tells us in Genesis 1:32 that everything was
VERY good!

24

There was no death, sickness, or sorrow on Planet Earth before
Adam and Eve’s fall. 
Perhaps you will recall what God told mankind:

(Text: Genesis 2:16,17)
“And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of every
tree of the garden you may freely eat;

25
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but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat,

26

for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.’” 
Genesis 2:16, 17.

27

The next chapter of the story is not so happy. The tragic story
is recorded for us in the Book of Genesis, chapter 3.

28

The devil, using the serpent as his medium, appeared to Eve
and tempted her to disobey God and eat of the forbidden tree.  
When Eve explained that God had told her not to eat of the
fruit of that tree lest she die,

29

(Text: Genesis 3:4)
the serpent said, “You will not surely die.” 
(Verse 4.)
This is the first lie recorded in the Bible about death! 
Eve chose to believe the devil and ate of the tree of the knowl-

30

God was forced to separate Adam and Eve from the Tree of
Life, because:

31

(Text: Genesis 3:22,23)
“...the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil.

32

And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of
life, and eat, and live forever.

33
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Therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden

34

to till the ground from which he was taken.  Genesis 3:22, 23.

35

Death came upon mankind because he was separated from
God, the source of life-and from the Tree of Life.

36

(Text: Genesis 3:18,19)
God told Adam at this time:
“. . . You shall eat the herb of the field.

37

In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to
the ground,

38

for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you
shall return.” Genesis 3:18, 19

39

Here is the key to understanding what death is all about and
what God intends to do to save us from eternal separation
from Him.

40

The Bible says that man would return to the dust from which
he was taken. 
Notice how God created Adam:

41
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(Text: Genesis 2:7)
“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground,

42

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living being.”
Genesis 2:7.

43

God took the elements of the earth and made a body for man. 
When He was finished fashioning the body for man, He had
only a lifeless corpse—only a body.

44

It took something more to make him a living being. 
The Bible says here that God breathed into Adam’s nostrils
the breath of life — and man became a living soul.

(Video: 3 seconds) We might make an equation like this:
Body
+ Breath
= A Living Soul.

45

(Video: 3 seconds) Or for death, we might write
Living person
— Breath
= Corpse.

46

(Text: Ecclesiastes 12:7)
That is what the wise man said in Ecclesiastes: “Then the dust
will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to
God who gave it.” 
Ecclesiastes 12:7.

47

This is essentially the same thing that the Book of Job-the first
of the Bible Books to be written—has to say about death.

48
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(Text: Job 27:3)
“All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in
my nostrils.” 
Job 27:3.
Notice that the Bible says, “All the while the spirit of God is

49

That is what God put in man’s nostrils when He created him.

50

(Text: Psalm 146:3,4)
Let’s take a look at another text:
“Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom
there is no help.

51

His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very
day his thoughts perish.”
Psalm 146:3, 4.

52

King David reveals the truth about death when he says that
the breath leaves the body and returns to the earth.  Man dies.

53

(Text: Ecclesiastes 9:5,6)
This harmonizes with what Solomon said:  
“For the living know that they will die; but the dead know
nothing, and they have no more reward,

54

for the memory of them is forgotten.

55

Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have now per-
ished...” 
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6.

56
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(Video: 5 sec) He knows nothing! 
Nothing!
NO! Nothing!

57

This is in keeping with what the Psalmist wrote, that the dead
are not in heaven praising God. 
Then, where are they? you might ask.

(Text: Psalm 115:17)
David  makes it quite clear: “The dead do not praise the Lord,
nor any who go down into silence.” 
Psalm 115:17.

58

(Text: Job 14:10,12,13)
“But man dies and is laid away; Indeed he breathes his last
and where is he? . . .

59

So man lies down and does not rise. Till the heavens are no
more,

60

they will not awake nor be roused from their sleep.

61

Oh, that You would hide me in the grave, that You conceal me
until Your wrath is past,

62

that You would appoint me a set time, and remember me!” 
Job 14:10, 12, 13.

63
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Here we have it from God’s own Word that man dies and lies
down in the grave and does not rise until the resurrection day.
Notice how He describes this:

64

(Text: Job 14:14,15)
“If a man dies, shall he live again? All the days of my hard
service I will wait, till my change comes.

65

You shall call, and I will answer You . . .” 
Job 14:14, 15.

66

(Text: Job 17:13)
Notice that Job tells us: “If I wait, the grave is mine house.  I
have made my bed in darkness.”
Job 17:13, KJV.

67

Notice too that Job used the term sleep in talking about death. 
That’s the same thing other Bible writers say.

68

(Text: Psalm 13:3)
David wrote: “Consider and hear me, O Lord my God; enlight-
en my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death.” 
Psalm 13:3.

69

David was afraid of sleeping the sleep of death—he wanted to
live!

(Text: Daniel 12:2)
Daniel tells about the dead who will be raised:
“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting
contempt.” 

70



13 – What Happens When You Die?

11

One of the most comforting truths in God’s Word is that when
a person dies, he or she rests quietly, undisturbed by the prob-
lems of life until the call of the Life-giver.
Is it any wonder that the Bible likens death to a sleep?

71

The prophet Nathan told King David what would happen to
him when his time to die came.

72

(Text: 2 Samuel 7:12)
“When thy days be fulfilled, . . . thou shalt sleep with thy
fathers.” 
2 Samuel 7:12.

73

Jesus Himself called death a sleep. 
He used the same descriptive term to describe the death of His
dear friend, Lazarus.

74

Let’s take a look at how Jesus and His close associates talked
about death.  
There was a home in Bethany that Jesus often visited-the
home of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha.

(Text: John 11:5)
The Bible says, “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus.” John 11:5.

75

One day when Jesus and His disciples were out by the Jordan
River, He received an urgent message from his three friends in
Bethany that Lazarus was very ill, but Jesus stayed where He
was two more days.

76

(Text: John 11:11,12,14,15)
Then Jesus said, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I
may wake him up.”

77
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The disciples were pleased, they said, “if he sleeps he will get
well!”

78

“Then Jesus said to them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead.’

79

And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, that you
may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him.” 
John 11:11-15

80

They went their way to Bethany where the family lived. 
As they approached the city, Martha came running to meet
them.

81

(Text: John 11:21,23,24)
As she met Jesus, she said, “Lord, if You had been here, my
brother would not have died.” 
John 11:21.
No doubt she was right about that! 

82

He said, “Your brother will rise again.”
Now notice carefully Martha’s response:

83

“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last
day.” 
John 11:23-24.
Martha assured Jesus that she expected to see Lazarus in the
resurrection at the end of the world.

84

However, Jesus was about to give a dramatic preview of that
event.

85
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(Text: John 11:25)
Jesus then said plainly: “I am the resurrection and the life. He
who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.” 
John 11:25.

86

As Jesus came to Lazarus’ tomb, John tells us

87

(Text: John 11:35)
that Jesus wept! 
He was not weeping for His friend Lazarus. 
He knew He was going to raise him to life.

88

He was weeping for the grief the family and friends were
experiencing and for all those through the ages who would
sorrow and grieve when they lost loved ones.

89

Jesus asked that the stone sealing the entrance be

90

taken away.

91

(Text: John 11:39)
Concerned by such a request, Martha objected: “...But, Lord, ...
by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four
days.” 
John 11:39.

92

Yes, Jesus delayed His going to Bethany for four days.  This
delay would put beyond any doubt the fact that Lazarus was
dead.
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But the stone had been rolled away, and Jesus cried out in a
loud voice, “LAZARUS, COME FORTH!”

93

Someone has said it was a good thing that Jesus specified He
was speaking only to Lazarus; otherwise, every grave on
Planet Earth would have opened!

94

What a day that must have been for the three friends in
Bethany! 
What rejoicing and joy!
Friends, that was an exciting day in Bethany,

95

but it was only a small preview of the glory and excitement
that will occur when Jesus comes again and all the graves of
His other friends who have accepted Him as their Savior are
opened—and they rise to meet Him in the air!

96

This is the message of comfort that the apostle Paul shared
with the early Christians:

(Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:13,16)
“But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
those who have fallen asleep,

97

lest you sorrow as others who have no hope!” 
1 Thessalonians 4:13.
Paul tells us what Jesus will do when He comes the second
time:

98

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an  archangel,

99
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and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first.” 
1 Thessalonians 4:16.

100

Paul describes in detail the events that will occur when Jesus
comes:

101

(Text: 1 Corinthians 15:51-55)
“Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed—

102

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.

103

For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incor-
ruptible, and we shall be changed.” 
1 Corinthians 15:51, 52.
Then Paul tells how we will be changed:

104

“For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
has put on immortality.

105

So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this
mortal has put on immortality,

106

then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written Death
is swallowed up in victory.

107
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O Hades, where is your victory?” 
1 Corinthians 15:53-55.

108

Jesus had told the disciples that all would be raised from the
grave.

109

(Text: John 5:28,29)
“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all
who are in the graves will hear His voice

110

and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrec-
tion of life,

111

and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condem-
nation.” 
John 5:28, 29.

112

Think for a moment: If people went to either heaven or hell at
death, why would there be any need for the resurrection of
either the righteous or the unrighteous?
Why would Jesus make this statement as He comes back the
second time?

113

(Text: Revelation 22:12)
“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with
Me, to give to every one according to his work.”  
Revelation 22:12.

114

It seems so plain! 
When people die, they are sleeping, they are resting from their
labors and troubles until Jesus comes.

115
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What is He coming for? 
He is coming to resurrect and be reunited with all of those
who have accepted His sacrifice on their behalf.

116

Jesus also comes to welcome those who are His faithful fol-
lowers at that time. 
Just listen to this good news!

(Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:17)
“Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up togeth-
er with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

117

And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”
1 Thessalonians 4:17.

118

We have seen that all of the saved will have a glorified body
just like Jesus, and they receive immortality (eternal life) so
that they will be with the Lord forever.

119

Someone may ask, “What about the thief on the cross?”

120

Let’s see what the Bible really teaches about that thief and the
promise Jesus gave him. 
Jesus was crucified between two thieves so that those crucify-
ing Him might identify Him with the criminal element.

121

The book of Mark says that at first, both of the thieves taunted
Jesus and said that if He really had power, He should deliver
Himself and them.
Then one of the thieves became repentant and called out for
salvation.

122
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(Text: Luke 23:42,43)
He said, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your king-
dom.

123

And Jesus said to him, assuredly, I say to you, today you will
be with Me in Paradise.” 
Luke 23:42, 43.

124

Let’s look at that promise again.  Yes, friend!  Today, right now,
you too can have that assurance.  In Christ there is assurance.

125

Even though Christ would die in that day, and would lie in the
grave until Sunday morning, Jesus guaranteed escape from the
grave.

126

(Text: Luke 23:43)
(Video: 5 sec) What a wonderful assurance to the dying thief!
When there was no hope for him.  When all he could see was a
darkness that terrified his soul, Jesus could promise him hope
beyond the grave.  

127

Jesus promised that thief in that very hour, “Today I am
telling, or right now I am telling you, “you will be with me in
Paradise.”

Some think that Jesus was promising the thief he would go
immediately to paradise.  But Jesus Himself did not go imme-
diately to Paradise when He died.

128

The Bible tells us that He died on that day, Friday, and was
buried in a borrowed tomb.

129
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On Sunday morning, Jesus appeared to Mary, and she wanted
to worship Him, but He restrained her because He had not yet
ascended to heaven.  Listen to what He said:

130

(Text: John 20:17)
“...I have not yet ascended to My Father...” 
This was Sunday morning, and He said He had not yet
ascended to His Father! John 20:l7. 
Jesus could not have been in paradise on Friday!

131

The Bible tells us that the thief was not in Paradise on Friday
either.

132

(Text: John 19:31-33)
“Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bod-
ies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath

133

(for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that
their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken
away.” John 19:31

134

Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of
the other who was crucified with Him.

135

But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already
dead, they did not break His legs.” John 19:31-33

136

Here we see that they broke the legs of the two thieves so they
couldn’t escape,

137
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but they did not break Jesus legs because He was already dead
on Friday.
So, neither Christ nor the thief were in Paradise on Friday.

138

Jesus paid the price for our redemption and restoration.

139

The greatest gift that God can     
give to mankind is eternal life, victory over death!
All other gifts are meaningless without it!  
And it is yours for the asking!

140

Your decision is the greatest decision you will ever make; your
eternal future depends upon it!

141

This priceless gift of eternal life is promised to everyone who
accepts Christ as his Savior and Lord.
And the cost?  Only a surrendered heart.

142

A heart cleansed and changed. 
A proud selfish heart made new at the foot of the cross.
Christ made it all possible at Calvary.
What more could He do.?

And eternal life can be yours if you want it enough.

143

Because He lives,
we have a glorious hope—a hope beyond the grave!

144
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One evening a series of meetings were being held in a small
town in the eastern part of the United States.  A young man
wandered into those meetings deeply depressed.  

145

The auditorium was right next to a cemetery.
Before entering the auditorium where the meeting was being
held, this young man slowly walked through the cemetery.  He
questioned the meaning of life. 

146

He longed for forgiveness and peace of mind.  
As he thought about death, he wanted more than anything
else the assurance of eternal life.

The topic of the Bible presentation that evening was “Hope
Beyond the Grave.”  The young man sat in the audience
intently listening.

147

That very night he committed his life to Christ.  
That very night he accepted the Christ who died for him and
rose from the dead to give him eternal life.  
That very night his entire life was changed by this living
Christ.  

That very night peace flooded into his soul.  
That very night new hope sprang up in his heart.

You can have this peace – this hope – this assurance of eternal
life – life beyond the grave.  If you want that assurance, would
you like to stand right now as we pray?

148
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Can the Living Talk to the Dead?

1

When people die, do they come back in the form of spirits to
visit those who are still alive? 
Are the spirits of the dead able to return and speak to the liv-
ing?
At death, does only the body die while the spirit lives on?

2

Are spiritualists and psychics and mediums and channelers
right when they say they can put us in touch with the souls of
the loved ones we’ve lost in death?

3

And can the spirits of the dead take possession of living peo-
ple, using their bodies, their voices, their minds, to act and
speak?

4

What we are talking about this time is one of the most serious
matters that any of us may ever be called upon to meet.

5

And it is so serious that it can be truly called a life and death
matter.
Our eternal salvation is at stake. 
So we must be sure about this.

6

How can we really know for absolute certainty whether an
experience we have is genuine and real—or false and danger-
ous?

The answer is that in the Bible, Jesus gives us the truth!

7
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Jesus is our Friend. 
He understands what we go through when we have lost a
loved one in the valley of the shadow of death.
He is touched by our grief.  He has been there.

8

So we will turn to Jesus to discover what He said about death,
resurrection, and eternal life. 
If Jesus said it, I will trust my life to it. 
That settles it. Can we agree on that?

Aren’t you thankful for Jesus? 
He is touched by our sorrow.

9

(Text: John 11:35)
At the funeral of a friend, the Bible says that “Jesus wept.” 
John 11:35. 
He has been through the valley of the shadow Himself.

10

(Text: Revelation 1:17, 18)
“ . . . Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last.

11

I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive for-
ever more. Amen.

12

And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.” 
Revelation 1:17, 18. 
What is more, Jesus is the Life giver.
He has come that we might have abundant new life now.

13

(Text: John 10:10)
“... I have come that they may have life, and that they may
have it more abundantly.”
John 10:10
He promises a totally restored life forever.

14
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(Text: John 11:25)
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.’” 
John 11:25

15

Jesus is the Life Specialist. 
He knows more about it than anyone in the universe, because
He created life on this planet.

(Text: John 1:1, 3)
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

16

All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing
was made that was made.” 
John 1:1,  3.

17

(Text: Colossians 1:16)
“For by him all things were created... all things were created
through Him and for Him.” 
Colossians 1:16.

18

It is important at this point to review what we have learned
thus far in this series. 
Jesus made it clear that death is not life, nor is it the continua-
tion of life in another form.

19

(Text: John 11:11)
Of His friend who had died, Jesus said, “Our friend Lazarus
sleeps...” 
John 11:11.

20

He was speaking of a man who was dead. 
Notice how Jesus describes death: “Sleep.” It is the nearest
comparison in the Bible to death.
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(Text: John 11:14)
Lest His disciples misunderstand, Jesus said with unmistak-
able clearness, “Lazarus is dead.” 
John 11:14. 
Lazarus was not alive somewhere in another form.

21

He was dead, and his body was in the tomb. Jesus further
taught clearly that there is no life after death until the resur-
rection, and He made it absolutely clear that the resurrection is
yet future.

22

(Text: John 6:40)
“And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who
sees the Son and believes in Him

23

may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last
day.” 
John 6:40

24

Our hearts have been stirred as we have come to learn of the
return of Jesus in His second coming.
His purpose is clear, and it sheds an abundance of light on the
subject of life and death. 
Why does He return?

25

(Text: John 14:1-3)
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe
also in Me.”

26

“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.”

27

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you to Myself;

28
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that where I am, there you may be also.”
John 14:1-3

29

Jesus personally described the momentous event:

30

(Text: Matthew 24:30, 31)
“Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and
then all the tribes of the earth will mourn,

31

and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory.”

32

“And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet,
and they will gather together His elect from the four winds,

33

from one end of heaven to the other.”
Matthew 24:30, 31

34

Why the trumpet? Why the angels?

35

To awaken the elect from the sleep of death and to gather
them up to take them to heaven—the place Jesus has prepared
for those who love Him.
The coming of the Lord is described in unmistakable detail:

36
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(Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)
“But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
those who have fallen asleep,

37

lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.

38

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God
will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.

39

For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who
are alive and remain

40

until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those
who are asleep.

41

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel,

42

and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first.

43

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

44
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And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

45

Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

46

Notice, please, three significant truths expressed here:

47

1. This is according to “the Lord’s own word.” This is what
Jesus Himself taught and therefore settles the matter for us.

48

2. Those Christians who are still living when Jesus returns are
caught up together with those who have been raised from
death at the second coming of Jesus.

49

The living will not precede those who have fallen asleep in
Jesus, nor will the people who have died precede one by one
when they die.

3. “Sleep” is the word used by Jesus and Paul to describe
death before the resurrection: “Asleep in Him [Jesus].”

50

Jesus makes it abundantly clear that death is not conscious
life. 
There is no consciousness in death. Consciousness is a func-
tion of the mind, and at death the mind ceases to function.
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(Text: Ecclesiastes 9:5)
This the Bible makes very clear: “For the living know that
they will die, but the dead know nothing.” 
Ecclesiastes 9:5

51

How much do the dead know? “Nothing.” 
It is therefore impossible for the dead to communicate with
the living.
Where does the belief that a person lives on after death come
from?

52

(Text: Job 7:9, 10)
The Bible teaches the unconscious state of man in death, Job
very plainly stated, “As the cloud disappears and vanishes
away.  So he who goes down to the grave does not come up.”
Job 7:9

53

“He shall never return to his house, Nor shall his place know
him anymore.”  Job 7:10

54

The belief comes from Satan himself. 
In the Garden of Eden, he deceived Eve and caused her, with
her husband, to lose their garden home and eventually life
itself.

55

Satan held a seance with Eve using the serpent as a medium
that he spoke through. He is the master deceiver.

(Text: Genesis 3:4)
She believed Satan’s lie: “...You will not surely die.” Genesis
3:4.

56

(Text: Genesis 2:17)
This lie was a direct contradiction to God’s truth: “...You shall
surely die.” Genesis 2:17. 
This is the issue: Whom shall we believe?

57
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A psychic says (and this is repeated by thousands of psychics-
spiritualists-around the world), “It is possible to communicate
with our departed loved ones.”
Is this correct? Is it possible? No.

58

From the teachings of Jesus, we conclusively know that the
living cannot communicate with the dead. 
Why not? “The dead know nothing.”

59

They are sleeping the unconscious sleep of death.
You may be asking—and with some apprehension if you are
in communication with spirits—

“If the dead are not conscious, who are the ‘spirits’ that do
speak to the living?”

60

The Bible makes very clear who they are.

61

(Text: Revelation 16:13, 14)
“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the
mouth of the dragon [Satan],

62

out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false
prophet.

63

For they are spirits of demons [fallen angels], performing
signs, which go out to the kings of the earth,

64
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and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of the
great day of God Almighty.”
Revelation 16:13, 14

65

The Bible further reveals not only who they are but where
they came from:

66

(Text: Revelation 12:7-9)
“And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought,

67

but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in
heaven any longer.

68

So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the
Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world;

69

he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with
him.” 
Revelation 12:7-9

70

They are fallen angels! Friends, beware! 
It is the most dangerous thing you could ever do to have any-
thing whatsoever to do with the “spirits.”

71

Their only purpose, I repeat, their only purpose, is to deceive
you and turn you away from Jesus and cause you to lose your
eternal salvation.
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It should make your hair stand on end, send shivers up and
down your spine, and cause you to put distance between your-
self and the “spirits.”
If you believe that the dead are alive, you are wide open to be
deceived and lost, because you haven’t seen anything yet!

72

God in His word has clearly condemned spiritism and He has
forbidden any attempt  on mans part to communicate with the
dead.
Notice the warning that God gave to His people about consult-
ing a person who tries to talk to a “familiar spirit” 

73

(Text: Leviticus 19:31)
Leviticus 19:31:“Give no regard to mediums and familiar spir-
its; do not seek after them, to be defiled by them:

74

I am the Lord your God.”

75

(Text: Deuteronomy 18:10-12)
Before the people of Israel went into Canaan, they were strict-
ly instructed , “there shall not be found among you... a witch,

76

or a charmer or a consulter with familiar spirits or a wizard or
a necromancer.

77

“For all that do these things are an abomination unto the
LORD . . .”  Deuteronomy 18:10-12, KJV.
God knows that people who consult with familiar spirits
would cause His people to be mislead and so He told them
this:

78

(Text: Exodus 22:18)
“You shall not permit a sorceress [witch] to live.” Exodus 22:18

79
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The experience of King Saul in consulting a spiritist medium
demonstrates the folly of trying to speak to the dead.

80

(Text: 1 Chronicles 10:13)
“So Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had committed
against the Lord...

81

and also because he consulted a medium for guidance.” 1
Chronicles 10:13

82

Satan himself will attempt to impersonate Jesus Himself.

83

(Text: 2 Corinthians 11:14)
“And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into
an angel of light.” 
2 Corinthians 11:14.

84

Have you wondered how a person can talk with someone who
looks, talks, acts like a person they knew before death? 
The Bible says it is because Satan (and his angels) “masquer-
ade.”

85

They can impersonate any person who has ever lived.
It is absolutely frightening to think that good people can be
thus deceived and drawn into Satan’s embrace, thinking all
the while that they are enjoying the comfort of a departed
loved one!

86

But this Scripture reveals something even more sinister: Satan
himself will seek to impersonate Jesus.
Can you imagine how multitudes will be deceived because
they do not know the truth of the second coming of Jesus?

87
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Is it any wonder that Jesus gave such a serious warning about
this very thing?

(Text: Matthew 24:4, 5)
“And Jesus answered and said to them: ‘Take heed that no one
deceives you.’”

88

“For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’
and will deceive many.”
Matthew 24:4,5 
So serious is this matter that

89

Jesus repeated the same warning in the same sermon:

90

(Text: Matthew 24:23-25)
“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or
‘There!’ do not believe it.

91

“For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great
signs and wonders to deceive,

92

if possible, even the elect.”

93

“See, I have told you beforehand.” 
Matthew 24:23-25

94
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But someone may be saying-or you may know someone who
says, “I have seen a departed loved one alive.”

95

Someone else may insist, “I have talked to my departed hus-
band.”

96

Still another, “I lost my son in a terrorist attack, but I visit
with him, talk to him, and he is a great comfort to me.”
What did Jesus say? 
That the dead are asleep—and that “spirits” would DECEIVE
if possible the very elect. 

97

Millions will be deceived.
Why? Because they trust more in their feelings, senses, and
experiences than in the Word of God.

Why are the “elect” not deceived? 
Because they believe Jesus. 
They trust the sure Word of God instead of their senses, feel-
ings, and experiences.

98

This is the issue:

99

will we accept God’s truth,

100

or will we believe Satan’s lie?

101
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Only those who have fortified their minds with the words of
the Bible will be able to stand against the overwhelming tide
of deception that is already beginning to flood the world.

102

We need to know these things and believe them with a res-
olute will, and not allow any experience, feeling, or “appear-
ance” dissuade us from the truth.

Perhaps you have wondered about “near-death” experiences,
in which people who have been pronounced clinically dead
have been revived

103

and report that they found themselves hovering in the hospi-
tal room looking down at their own body—

104

or that they saw a bright light and Jesus or an angel beckoning
them to come. 
Some even report having seen a departed loved one on the
other side of death.

105

Only with the truth of God’s Word can we detect the false-
hoods and be safe from deception.

To say, “Seeing is believing—I will believe it when I see it
with my own eyes,” is a sure way to be deceived.

106

We can make a fateful decision when we base it on our senses,
our feelings, our experiences—rather than on the Word of
God, the Bible. 
There are just so many false beliefs that prevail about death
around our world.

107
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Take reincarnation, for example. 
Millions believe that when a person dies, he is reborn in
another form, yet he never knows which.
It quite possibly could be as an animal, such as a cow, rat, or
snake.

108

Or it could be as another person, with the possibility of being
very rich, or a king, or poor, or a beggar, or blind or deaf, or
crippled, or having a painful and disabling disease.

109

Hinduism teaches that there is a “Wheel of Life” that constant-
ly revolves, and that when a person dies, he is reborn—and
that there are endless repetitions of this on earth.

110

Many people are intrigued by this without really knowing the
philosophy behind it. 
In this belief, there is no control by the individual, no choice,
no decision to be made.

The goal is not conscious life with personality, choice, joy and
friendship. 
Instead, the person eventually reaches Nirvana—

111

“A state of peaceful nothingness, with no personality, no intel-
ligence, no memory,

112

no “you” as a person, no ability to think and love and feel and
to have conscious joy.

113

The self is absorbed into the universe as a drop of water is
absorbed into the ocean, with complete loss of identity.

114
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Buddhism is similar.
However, Buddha taught that you could get off the “Wheel of
Life” at the end of this life—that you didn’t have to go
through endless cycles of rebirth if you had the right karma.

115

Through the subconscious control of the will, the teaching
goes, a person can come to the point in life where there is a
complete cessation of desire.

116

When this state of mind and body is reached, he can go at
death directly to Nirvana, where he is absorbed into the uni-
verse like one atom among all the others.

117

There is also, with both these major religions, the belief that
good and evil are equal powers and will exist through all eter-
nity.

118

On the Island of Bali in Indonesia, one can witness the Barong
Dance.

119

The Barong, dressed in a costume that looks like a large boiled
egg, confronts six men armed with kris—which are crooked
but sharp and deadly daggers. 
They are under the influence of some local drug.

120

The Barong advances toward them, and they back away.
He shrieks and turns, and the men run after him, striking the
air and trying to cut him down.

121

The Barong stops and turns to face the men. 
They stop. He advances one step, and they retreat one step.
This is repeated, back and forth, time and again, until the six
men get whipped up into such a wild state of frenzy they lose
control. 

122
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It is not uncommon for one or more to throw his kris and hit a
bystander by mistake.
At this point, men from the village come up behind the men,
wrestle them to the ground and pour water on them as they
wretch.

Finally, they shake their heads as though coming out of a
trance, get up and walk off toward their huts, while the
Barong walks away in the opposite direction.
What does it mean? 

It is a religious festival in which men act out their beliefs.
The Barong represents God, and the six men represent evil. 
According to Hindu belief, there is an eternal struggle
between good and evil. 
Neither wins—it is always a draw.

It is based on the belief that history is cyclic—that it repeats
itself endlessly, that history is not going anywhere.
There is no eternal God of love who will eventually put down
evil and bring about righteousness and peace in all the earth.

123

I am so thankful for Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life,
aren’t you? 
What a wonderful hope He brings! 
Evil will not always prevail.  
History is not cyclic; it is going somewhere.

124

All history is moving toward the time when God will create a
new earth for real people without sin, disease, war, food short-
ages, suffering or death.

(Text: Revelation 21:1-4)
“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heav-
en and the first earth had passed away.

125

Also there was no more sea.”

126
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“Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God,

127

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”

128

“And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men,

129

and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people.
God Himself will be with them and be their God.’

130

“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.

131

There shall be no more pain, for the former things have
passed away.”
Revelation 21:1-4

132

Won’t you choose Jesus now and be “reborn?” 
Not after death, when it will be too late. 
Not through endless repetitions of reincarnation in various
life forms for millions of years. 
But now, today!

133

(Text: 1 Peter 1:3, 4)
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

134
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who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again
to a living hope

135

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

136

to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does
not fade away,

137

reserved in heaven for you,” 
1 Peter 1:3, 4

138

You can have life forever more. 
That is the assurance that God wants you to have today.

139

(Text: 1 John 5:11, 12)
“And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son.

140

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of
God does not have life.”
1 John 5:11, 12
How do we know? How can we be sure? God’s Word makes it
crystal clear: 

141

(Text: 1 John 5:13)
“These things I have written to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God,

142
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that you may know that you have eternal life...” 
1 John 5:13
The question that each person must answer is: “Do I have
Jesus?” 
You can have Him at this very moment.

143

(Text: Revelation 3:20)
He says, “Behold, I stand at the door [of your heart] and
knock.

144

If anyone hears My voice and opens the door,

145

I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” 
Revelation 3:20

146

Just open the door of your heart right now, and invite Him in.

147
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How to Achieve Maximum Health

1

Situated on top of a cliff overlooking the emerald blue waters
of the Mediterranean is an ancient Portuguese monastery.
The view is breathtaking. 
The scenery is magnificent.

2

But there is one problem. 
The only way to get to the top of the cliff is in an old wicker
basket tied to a rope and hoisted up by an aged monk.

One day a guide and visitor were leaving the monastery.
As they stepped into the basket and were lowered down by
the monk, the rope swung out over the jagged rocks below.

3

Nervously the tourist asked, “How often do they replace the
rope?”

“Don’t worry,” the guide replied in a reassuring tone, “every
time one breaks, we replace it.”

4

Just as in this story, thousands of people place themselves in
an unpredictable situation regarding their health. 
They wait until their health snaps, like the rope, then franti-
cally grasp onto the latest health fad. 

5

Broken health is not as easily replaced as a snapped rope! 
Health is not a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice—of
obedience to nature’s laws.
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Friend, can you afford to have poor health? People spend bil-
lions of dollars a year for medical care.

6

Disease is the costliest thing in the world that people spend
their money for! 
How much, then, is it worth to be well? 
Ask the dying cancer patient or the person suffering from
AIDS.

Ask the parents of a child dying from leukemia or an older
person deformed by arthritis. 
They will tell you that good health is priceless—that it is a
blessing never fully appreciated until lost!

7

What is a year of life—or even one day—worth? 
Queen Elizabeth I is said to have cried on her death bed, 
“All my possessions for one moment of time!”

8

But it can’t be bought with money.
Do you realize, however, that you can reap more and better
years by simple, common sense guidelines for health?

Dr. Breslow of UCLA (University of California, Los Angeles)
did a research study over a period of nine years.
He asked 7,000 people seven questions relating to health
habits and then observed these patients, comparing those who
had followed positive health habits with those who had not.

9

Here are the seven questions he asked:

10

1. Do you smoke?
2. Do you drink alcohol, and if so, to what extent?
3. Do you get regular exercise?

11
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4. How many hours do you sleep every night?
5. How much do you weigh?
6. Are you eating breakfast regularly?
7. Do you snack between meals on a regular basis?

12

Those who faithfully followed good health habits relating to
these seven questions lived an average of 11.5 years longer
than those who did not.

What would you give for 11.5 years added to your life? 
What is being shared with you right now in this message
could very well add years to your life—happy and healthy
years.

13

Do you think it will be worthwhile for you to listen carefully?
It comes as a surprise to many people that God is concerned
about our health and happiness here and now.

(Text: 3 John 1:2)
“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in
health, just as your soul prospers.” 
3 John 2.

14

(Text: John 10:10)
Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly.” 
John 10:10.

15

Jesus wants us to have a happy, joyous, healthy life. 
He wants us to live life to its fullest!

16

Is it possible to know how to have good health? It is! 
Many are unaware that in the Bible, God has given important
rules and guidelines concerning healthful living.

17
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For decades the lifestyle of the Orthodox Jew has been of con-
siderable interest to medical researchers.
The cancer mortality rate is far less than that of others, and
they seem less prone to other catastrophic illnesses.

18

Do Jewish people have a hereditary factor that gives them
immunity to the leading killers, which strike down others?

It is interesting to note that when Jews begin eating as others
around them do, their cancer rate, and that of other diseases,
too, is the same as that of other people.

19

It has been discovered that the secret lies in their health prac-
tices, nutrition, and lifestyle.

(Video: 10 sec) When God brought the Israelites out of Egypt,
He reminded them of some very important rules and regula-
tions concerning healthful living.

20

After outlining His plan for good health, He gave a most
remarkable promise to those who would follow His instruc-
tions.

(Text: Exodus 15:26)
He said: “If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your
God and do what is right in His sight,

21

give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes,

22
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I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought
upon the Egyptians. For I am the Lord who heals you.” 
Exodus 15:26.
He also said this,

23

(Text: Exodus 23:25)
“So you shall serve the Lord your God, and He will bless your
bread and your water.

24

And I will take sickness away from the midst of you.” 
Exodus 23:25.
Do you catch the significance of this? 

25

If we follow the Lord’s instructions, the effects of disease can
often be reversed!
That is priceless information! 
What an amazing promise!

Commenting on the fulfillment of this promise, the psalmist
tells us,

26

(Text: Psalm 105:37)
“There was not one feeble person among their tribes.” 
Psalm l05:37. 
“Well” you say, “probably the Egyptians didn’t have the same
diseases we have today.” Wrong!

27

A team of specialists from around the world gathered in 1975
for the express purpose of performing autopsies on the
Egyptian mummies in the Manchester (England) Medical
School museum. These mummies dated back to 1900 B.C.

28

(Video: 1 sec) The findings were remarkable. 
The ancient Egyptians suffered from many illnesses common
to modern man:

29
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(Video: 6 sec) heart disease, 
cancer,
vascular diseases, 
arthritis,

30

(Video: 6 sec) hepatitis, 
tetanus, 
trichinosis, 
lockjaw, and others.

31

Although Egypt was the educational and cultural center of the
world during Moses’ lifetime, its medical knowledge and
remedies were very similar to those of the African witch doc-
tor today!

32

In 1552 B.C., not long before the birth of Moses, a famous
medical book was written in Egypt called The Papyrus Ebers.
This book lists scores of remedies or “cures” for a host of dis-
eases, infections, and accidents, very few of which you would
probably like to use!

33

For slivers embedded deeply, it recommends rubbing worm’s
blood and horse dung into the wound. 
No wonder lockjaw took a hefty toll!
For snake bite: drink water poured over an idol.

34

Bald? Rub into the scalp a tonic made from horses’ hooves,
date blossoms, and dog heels boiled in oil.

35

The Bible tells us that Moses was educated in all the wisdom
of the Egyptians (Acts 7:22).
His writings are filled with instruction concerning sanitation,
quarantine, personal hygiene, and nutrition, but not once did
he prescribe any of the cures listed in The Papyrus Ebers.

36

Where did Moses get these amazing health principles and
guidelines? 
From God!
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Black Death and leprosy were the two most terrible plagues of
the Middle Ages.

37

The principles of public health, given by God and taught by
Moses after the Exodus, brought these scourges under control.

38

Millions of lives were saved as doctors turned to the church
leaders for help during these plagues.

George Rosen wrote: “Leadership was taken by the church, as
the physicians had nothing to offer.

39

The church took as its guiding principle the concept of conta-
gion as embodied in the Old Testament...

40

This idea and its practical consequences are defined with great
clarity in the Book of Leviticus.” 

–George Rosen, M.D., History of Public Health, pp. 63-65.

41

What a shame that 60 million people died from these plagues
when the Bible principles of public health were there all the
time!

42

God designed our bodies. 
He knows how we can avoid disease and keep our bodies at
optimum performance!

43
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God gave man a remarkable body with almost limitless possi-
bilities. 
It has many delicate parts.

God made us, and He knows exactly what is necessary to keep
us healthy and at peak efficiency.

44

A young man bought a shiny new car for which he had saved
money for years.

45

He was given the manufacturer’s manual that told exactly how
to care for his new car in the very best way, to keep it running
at its best for many years.

46

It was an expensive car, and you would think the new owner
would have at least read the instructions about its care. 
But he did not.

47

The only thing he could think about was how fast it could
reach 60 miles per hour—in just seconds.
He liked to make it go as fast as it could, then put on the
brakes to see how quick it could stop. 
He liked to hear the squeal of the tires.

He didn’t check the oil or water or air in the tires-it was a
bother and took too much time. 
He couldn’t waste his valuable time on such simple things.

48

He wanted to be behind the steering wheel, driving where he
wanted to go—and especially to the places where lots of peo-
ple could see him speed by in his flashy car.
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You can guess the rest of the story.
Yes, the car didn’t last long before it needed expensive repairs.

49

Do we do the same thing with this wonderful body God has
given us? 
We certainly want to follow His instructions!

One trip to the hospital can wipe out a lifetime of savings.

50

It will certainly be worth our time to go back to the Garden of
Eden, back to Creation, and notice some of the things God
told Adam and Eve that promote good health.

51

A Healthy Diet
Before sin came, God gave Adam and Eve a perfect diet to sus-
tain and promote their health.

(Text: Genesis 1:29)
“See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on
the face of all the earth,

52

and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for
food.” 
Genesis 1:29.

53

In modern language we would say they were given fruit,
grains, and nuts.

54
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This was their food. 
God also gave them the Tree of Life, which supplemented
their diet in a way that insured eternal youth and health.
After Adam and Eve sinned, God separated them from the
Tree of Life and added vegetables to their diet.

55

(Text: Genesis 3:18)
“And you shall eat the herb of the field.” 
Genesis 3:18. 
This, with fruits, grains, and nuts, was man’s total diet until
the Great Flood.

56

Was it adequate? Yes, indeed! 
Consider that people on God’s original diet lived to be hun-
dreds of years old.

(Text: Genesis 5:27)
The oldest man who ever lived on earth was Methuselah: “All
the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty nine years:
and he died.” 
Genesis 5:27.

57

After the Flood, man’s life span decreased markedly.
Noah’s son, Shem, lived 600 years; 
his grandson 239 years;
his great-grandson 175 years.

58

By the time of King David, man’s life span had decreased to 70
years! 
And that’s a big drop, wouldn’t you say?

Plant life on the earth was severely limited by the Great Flood. 
Noah’s supply of food was exhausted after he and his family
had lived in the ark for more than a year.

59

Not until then did God allow Noah and his family to eat ani-
mals as an emergency measure.
Not all plants and all animals were good for food. 
God gave guidelines for the food considered good for man to
eat.
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A distinction was made between “clean” and “unclean” ani-
mals. 
God even instructed Noah which animals to take with him
and how many of each:

60

(Text: Genesis 7:2)
“Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the
male and his female:

61

and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his
female.” 
Genesis 7:2

62

It is apparent that Noah knew which animals God considered
clean or unclean.

63

Later, when God brought the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt,
He gave Israel dietary principles to protect their health and
longevity.
God identified which animals are clean and which are unclean
for food:

64

(Text: Deuteronomy 14:6)
“And you may eat every animal with cloven hooves,

65

having the hoof split into two parts, and that chews the cud,
among the animals.” 
Deuteronomy 14:6.
Notice the guideline that is so easy to remember: just two
things: 1) split hoof, and 2) chews the cud.

66

(Video: 14 sec) A few of the common clean animals according
to verses 4 - 6:  
ox, sheep, deer, goat, wild goats, antelope, cows, and gazelle.

67
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(Video: 10 sec) Unclean animals now commonly used for food,
according to verses 7 and 8, would include 
the camel, rabbit, swine, and rock-badger.
Remember the two guidelines?

68

If the animal has a split hoof and chews the cud, it is safe for
food. 
It is important to remember since some chew the cud but do
not have a split hoof.

For example, the pig or swine, divides the hoof, yet it does not
chew the cud, it is unclean. 
The Bible has some very direct instruction about the swine:

69

(Text: Leviticus 11:7, 8)
“And the swine, though it divides the hoof, having cloven
hooves, yet does not chew the cud, is unclean to you.

70

Their flesh you shall not eat, and their carcasses you shall not
touch. They are unclean to you.” 
Leviticus 11:7, 8.

71

Most of the animals that God listed as unclean are classified
as scavengers. 
God did not withhold anything good when He gave these
guidelines.

He knows which are healthful and which can cause disease
and illness.

(Text: Psalm 84:11)
“No good thing will He withhold from those who walk
uprightly.” 
Psalm 84:11.

72
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The hog is a scavenger.
The food, garbage included, eaten by pigs is digested and con-
verted into food in a matter of hours.

73

The cow, on the other hand, has a complex digestive system. 
It takes 48 hours for its food to be converted into flesh.
It also has a more complex elimination system, which removes
many of the impurities from the system.

Pork is often infected with trichina larvae, or worms. 
When a person eats infected pork, the hard cyst surrounding
the larva is dissolved.
The trichina worm then burrows into the intestinal wall and
multiplies.

74

These worms enter the bloodstream and are carried to other
parts of the body.
Trichinosis can be a fatal disease, depending on the number of
worms eaten. 

75

Often the disease is wrongly diagnosed as arthritis or food
poisoning.

Autopsies reveal that many mummies of the people who lived
in Moses day were infected with trichina worms! 
God knows best—leave it alone!
God also gave instruction for fish:

76

(Text: Deuteronomy 14:9, 10)
“These you may eat of all that are in the waters: you may eat
all that have fins and scales.

77

And whatever does not have fins and scales you shall not eat;
it is unclean for you.” 
Deuteronomy 14:9, 10.

78
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That is very clear, and notice again that there are two guide-
lines that make it easier to remember:

79

1) they have fins, and

80

2) they have scales. 
Can you think of common seafoods that are widely eaten
around the world that do not have fins and scales?

81

Dr. Bruce Hallsted, of Loma Linda University, was asked by
the government to do research for the military to determine
which fish were safe for human consumption and which were
poisonous.

82

Servicemen who are shipwrecked or stranded in deserted
areas need to know which fish are poisonous and which they
can eat for survival.

83

When all his work was done, Dr. Hallsted concluded that the
rule of thumb for the army and navy men to follow was the
same one God gave to the Israelites 3,500 years ago:

(Text: Deuteronomy 14:9)
“Of all the creatures living in the water, you may eat any that
has fins and scales.” God knew how they were made and why
we may or may not eat certain things.

84

“What about birds,” you may be asking. 
The Bible gives this important instruction:

85
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(Text: Deuteronomy 14:11, 12)
“All clean birds you may eat.

86

But these you shall not eat: ...” 
Verses 11, 12.

87

(Video: 14 sec) God proceeds to list them:
vulture, buzzard, red kite, falcon, raven, ostrich, owl, stork,
heron, bat, and those of their kind.

88

(Text: Deuteronomy 14:19)
And then God said, “Also every creeping thing that flies is
unclean for you; they shall not be eaten.” Verse 19.

89

(Text: Leviticus 3:17)
God gave further instruction: “This shall be a perpetual
statute throughout your generations in all your dwellings:

90

you shall eat neither fat nor blood.” 
Leviticus 3:17.

91

Orthodox Jews still follow these instructions today.
When they slaughter an animal, it is hung upside down so
that the blood will drain out.
Then the animal is butchered and soaked in a salt solution to
draw out the rest of the blood.

92

The fat is cut off and not eaten.
For years people thought this command forbidding the eating
of fat and blood was merely a ceremonial restriction given by
God.

93
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However, modern research confirms the wisdom of God’s
command.

94

We now know that blood carries impurities, germs, viruses,
and body wastes. 
Many diseases are passed on through the blood.

95

We also know that highly saturated fats like those found in
dairy products and meat cause a rise in the cholesterol level of
the blood—an important factor in vascular and heart disease.

96

How much sickness could be avoided if man would trust his
Maker in deciding what is best to eat!

Exercise for Health
The Bible says that after God created Adam and Eve, He gave
them work to do—some useful activity and exercise:

97

(Text: Genesis 2:15)
“Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the gar-
den of Eden to dress it and to keep it.” 
Genesis 2:15.

98

Exercise protects the body from many diseases! An inactive
body deteriorates.

99

Exercise improves the tone of the muscles and blood vessels.

100
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The lungs become more efficient, able to process more air
with less effort.

101

The heart is more efficient, pumping more blood with each
beat. Energy—producing oxygen is carried to the tissues,
which improves the overall condition of the body.
After Adam and Eve sinned, God increased the amount of
work and a more physically demanding work.

102

(Text: Genesis 3:19)
God said, “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till
you return to the ground.” 
Genesis 3:19.

103

He also said the ground would be cursed and there would be
thorns and thistles and that “in toil you shall eat of it all the
days of your life.” Verses 17, 18.

God knew that man needed exercise and that he needed it not
only for his body, but to keep him out of trouble. 
Someone said, “Idleness is the devil’s workshop.”

104

(Text: Exodus 20:9)
God said, “Six days shall you labor and do all your work.”
Exodus 20 9. 
If everyone worked six days a week, perhaps they would be
too tired to get into trouble!

105

Our Bodies Are the Temple of the Holy Spirit
The importance of caring for our bodies can be understood
only when we know how important it is to God.

106

(Text: 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)
The apostle Paul said, “Or do you not know that your body is
the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,

107
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whom you have from God, and you are not your own?

108

For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 
1 Corinthians 6:19, 20.

109

Man is God’s property by creation and by redemption. 
The price God paid for us was the sacrifice of His Son on
Calvary.
Because man has been redeemed at such an infinite price, he
should glorify God in everything he does.

110

(Text: 1 Corinthians 10:31)
“So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for
the glory of God.”
1 Corinthians 10:31

111

Every person who truly loves God will be careful to avoid
anything that would destroy or defile his body.

(Text: 1 Corinthians 3:17)
“If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him.

112

For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.” 
1 Corinthians 3:17.
Perhaps you are wondering in what way a person defiles his
body.
Paul lists several things we need to avoid:

113

(Text: 1Corinthians 6:9, 10)
“...Do not be deceived, Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,

114
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nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards . . . will inherit the
kingdom of God.” 
1 Corinthians 6:9, 10.

115

The Bible lists immorality and perversion as practices that
defile the body.
It also lists drunkenness.

(Text: Proverbs 20:1 )
Solomon wrote: “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging, and
whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” 
Proverbs 20:1.

116

(Text: Proverbs 23:31-33)
And again: “Do not look upon the wine when it is red, when it
sparkles in the cup, when it swirls around smoothly;

117

at the last it bites like a serpent and stings like a viper.

118

Your eyes will see strange things, and your heart shall utter
perverse things.” 
Proverbs 23:31-33.

119

Alcoholism is one of the world’s biggest health problems. 
More than half of all automobile accidents can be traced
directly to a driver or pedestrian “under the influence.”

120

In more than half of all murders, either the killer or the victim,
or both, have been drinking!

121
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Alcohol impairs the body’s ability to use vitamins, and the
sugar in alcoholic drinks (as in most soft drinks) lessens the
body’s ability to fight infection.

122

The alcoholic develops a fatty liver; the chances of dying from
cirrhosis of the liver are much greater.
Lifespan is shortened by at least 12 years. 
And according to the latest statistics, one out of every ten peo-
ple who take the first drink becomes an alcoholic.

123

Recent research shows that many brain cells die any time alco-
hol is introduced into the bloodstream and that drinking
fathers

124

and mothers have a significantly greater number of their
babies born with birth defects than do nondrinkers. 
But for the Christian, the use of alcoholic beverages has even
greater consequences.

125

Christians must have full use of their minds to avoid Satan’s
temptations. 
They cannot afford to impair their judgment or lose control of
their ability to distinguish right from wrong!

126

Jesus refused the stupefying potion offered Him on the cross
by the soldiers as a means of deadening the pain. 

127

Even though Jesus suffered excruciating pain, He would
receive nothing that might becloud His mind, until the
moment of His death.

128

A number of other common practices seriously impair good
health. 
Smokers have a thousand percent greater chance of dying
from lung cancer than do those who never smoke.

129
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And cancer is not tobacco’s only killer.
A smoker’s chances of dying from heart disease are 103 per-
cent greater than those who have never smoked on a regular
basis.

And emphysema claims more than 55,000 lives each year! 
Nicotine also causes the arteries to shrink.

130

This combination of fat buildup and shrinkage of the arteries
hinders the blood vessels from supplying enough blood to the
heart, extremities, and other organs.

131

At this point it takes only a small blood clot caught in the con-
stricted blood vessels to cause a heart attack or stroke.

The person who smokes is also a prime target for senility
because of diminished oxygen to the brain.

132

Women who smoke during pregnancy are damaging their
baby’s blood vessels. 
Newborn deaths are 27 percent higher in infants of smoking
mothers.

133

Cigarette smoking contributed to the deaths of more than
500,000 people in just America alone last year.

134

(Text: Exodus 20:13)
God said, “You shall not murder.” Exodus 20:13. 
How many people are killing themselves by the things they
eat, drink, and smoke?

135
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Someone has said that the most common suicide weapons are
knives, forks, and spoons. 
Perhaps we should add cups and bottles!

136

“Caffeine, the drug contained in coffee, is classed in textbooks
as both a stimulant and a poison.”
Harold Shryock, M.D., You and Your Health, vol. 1, p. 413.

137

Tea and cola drinks also contain caffeine. 
All of these beverages are now being linked to heart disease,
neurological disorders, and cancer of the bladder.

138

If someone you knew had to dash off to another room to inject
a couple of grains of caffeine into his veins every few hours,
you would call him an addict.
Yet how many are doing the same thing with coffee and cola
drinks.

139

True temperance means to avoid using anything that is harm-
ful, and to use moderately that which is good.

140

Many people consume too much of that which is good! 
This leads to another major health problem for people in
many parts of the world.

141

“Someone has estimated that every pound of body fat calls for
another two-thirds of a mile of new blood vessels.

142

And, the heart must pump blood through this extra system of
vessels.”
—Harold Shryock, M.D., You and your Health, vol. 1, p. 395.
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The heart, kidneys, liver, and lungs of overweight persons are
overworked. 
Overweight people suffer from sixteen diseases that are not
common to their thinner friends.

144

God wants us to take good care of our bodies so that we can
enjoy life at its best now.
He wants us to be responsible, moral, joyous people.

145

He wants us to have an abundant life. 
How long and how healthfully we live depends on how we
follow His instructions.

Rest and Relaxation
Jesus believed in vacations and getting away from the pres-
sure. 
After a hard day with a crowd of people, Jesus said to His dis-
ciples,

146

(Text: Mark 6:31)
“Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a
while.” 
Mark 6:31. 
Jesus wants us to balance work with rest and relaxation.

147

That is why He gave us the Sabbath. 
God knows that we need to forget our problems and our work
and spend time with Him.

148

Your time away from a busy schedule may not be in the
desert, although that can be a restful place at certain times of
the year.
You might prefer a remote area in the mountains where the
tall trees and the deep lakes can calm your anxious heart.

149

Whatever it is, you need to find a spot away from the crowd
and noisy cities and roads. 
If you can have a little fun, so much the better!

150
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Yes, God wants you to have a little bit of heaven here, and to
be ready to live on the earth made new, where all diseases that
plague our world will be forever banished.

151

“That really sounds good to me,” you say. “I want to be there,
but I have some habits that I just can’t overcome.” 
There is good news today.
God does not expect you to do it on your own.

152

(Text: John 15:5)
In fact, Jesus said, “Without Me you can do nothing.” 
John 15:5.
In our own strength, we cannot overcome wrong habits. 
Our Saviour is right there, longing to help us! 

153

(Text: Philippians 4:13)
He said, “I can do all things through Christ which strength-
eneth me.”  
Philippians 4:13.

154

A lady attended a series of meetings like this one evening. 
As the pastor visited with her, he talked to her about returning
to the family of God.
Her eyes glistened as she replied, “I’d like to, but I can’t. I
smoke.”

155

He called her by name and asked, “Do you believe that Jesus
wants you to have victory over this habit?”
“Oh, yes, I do. But I can’t. I’m just too weak.”
He said, “May I read you a Bible text?” 

He opened his Bible to 1 John 5:14, “This is the confidence
that we have in him, that, if we ask anything according to his
will, he hears us.”
“Now, Mary, do you have confidence that you can quit smok-
ing?” he asked.

“No.” she replied.
“Good”, he said, “because the Bible says, “This is the confi-
dence we have in Him.” So where is the confidence?”
She replied, “In Him.”
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He read the text once more adding. “If we ask anything
according to His will, except give up smoking, he hears us.”
Turning to Mary he asked, “Should I write that in your Bible?
Can I have your Bible to write it there?”

156

“No, no, she said, “I don’t want to change the Bible.”
He said, “Is it according to God’s will for you to quit smok-
ing?”
“Yes, it is”, she replied.

“Then, can you ask Christ in confidence for the power He has
promised?”
“Oh, yes, she responded, “I believe I can.”
“I have one more question”, 

“When will you receive this power to give up smoking? Will it
be in a week, a month, three months? When will you receive
that power?”

He then opened his Bible and turned to John 1:12 and read,
“As many as received Him. to them gave he power to become
the sons of God. To receive Jesus is to receive the power,” he
continued.

“Now, tonight we have seen that you can have confidence in
Jesus. We have seen that whatever we ask according to His
will, He will give us. 

And we know it is His will for you to give up smoking. We
have seen as well, that as you receive Him, you will receive
power.”

With His help you can live an abundant, healthy, joyful life
here and now, and enjoy eternal life on the earth made new.
Reach out to Jesus—He’s reaching out to you!

157
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You Can Begin Again

1

(Video: 10 sec) In March of 1992, a Christian evangelist  held a
series of evangelistic meetings in Moscow’s Kremlin auditori-
um.  
After one of the meetings, he was seated in his little office,
when the door was suddenly flung open.  

2

A tough-looking young man with a scruffy beard and rough
appearance came bursting into the room. 
Believing he was going to attack him, the evangelist stepped
back.  His Russian translator stepped between them.  

3

Immediately the man began waving his arms and talking ani-
matedly in Russian.
The translator explained that this man was one of Moscow’s
notorious criminals.  
He had been in and out of jail twenty-eight times.  

Filled with guilt and hopeless about his future, he longed to
find peace.  
The evangelist calmly read 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.” 

He told the troubled man the story of the thief on the cross
who found forgiveness.  He assured him, “Jesus is the same
Savior today.
He offers forgiveness.  He offers deliverance.  He offers salva-
tion.  Take it!  Rejoice in it!  Praise God for it!”

With tears running down his face, this guilty young Russian
knelt and received God’s forgiveness.

About a year later, the evangelist visited Moscow.
As he praised God with a group of believers in a newly
formed church, he noticed the converted criminal singing in
the choir.

4
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The ex-criminal’s face revealed a new inner peace. 
The man just radiated with happiness.  He had accepted
Christ.  The teachings of the Bible had transformed his life,
and he followed Jesus in Bible baptism.  

5

Bible baptism is a symbol of a life transformed by God’s
grace.  Baptism witnesses to a beginning of a new life in Jesus
Christ.

Baptism speaks of a transformed life. 
One of the most powerful examples of the dramatic change
Christ can make in a life is the story of Saul who later became
the apostle Paul.

Although Saul was a Roman citizen by birth, and was educat-
ed by the very best teachers in Jerusalem.
Saul was zealous for the Jewish religion, and was recognized
as a staunch defender of their faith.

6

Saul-whose name later was changed to Paul after his conver-
sion—himself describes what he did to put an end to the
Christians.

7

(Text: Acts 22:4, 5)
“I persecuted ... to the death, binding and delivering into pris-
ons both men and women. . . .

8

and went to Damascus to bring in chains even those who were
there to Jerusalem to be punished.” 
Acts 22:4, 5.

9

As he was on his way to Damascus, a bright light shone out of
heaven and struck him to the ground.

10
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(Text: Acts 22:7, 8)
He heard a voice, saying, “...Saul, Saul, why are you persecut-
ing me?”

11

and he answered, “Who are you, Lord?” And the voice
answered,

12

“I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.” 
Acts 22:7, 8.

13

(Text: Acts 22:10)
The proud Pharisee humbly asked the Lord, “‘What shall I do,
Lord?’ And the Lord said..., ‘Arise and go into Damascus,

14

and there you will be told all things which are appointed for
you to do.’” 
Acts 22:10.

15

Saul was blinded by the bright light and had to be led to a
house in Damascus.

16

For three days Saul had time to think of the suffering and pain
he had caused the people of God, and of the times he had
avowed that Jesus was not the Messiah and that His followers
were deluded fanatics.

17

In testifying against God’s people and falsely accusing them,
he had accused and testified against the Savior of the world!
What anguish of heart that realization must have brought to
Saul. 
Saul had time to make things right with his Lord.
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He sat in total darkness for three days, and then God sent a
prophet to him by the name of Ananias.

Then Ananias said to Saul,

18

(Text: Acts 22:13-15)
“‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that same hour I
looked up at him.

19

Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers has chosen you that you
should know His will,

20

and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth.

21

For you will be His witness to all men of what you have seen
and heard.’” Acts 22:13-15.
Then, in order for Saul to go forward in his life and shut the
door on his past,

22

(Text: Acts 22:16)
Ananias said to Saul, “And now, why are you waiting? Arise
and be baptized, and wash away your sins,

23

calling on the name of the Lord.” 
Acts: 22:16.

24

This is the way Saul was to be joined to His Lord forever.
Baptism was the doorway to a new life for Saul.

25



16 – Making a New Start

5

Saul needed to be washed clean from the terrible things he
had done in the name of his religion. 
His needed to be cleansed. He knew he needed God’s amazing
grace and forgiveness.

When he was baptized he knew that God had forgiven him. 
And Saul the persecutor would become Paul, a zealot for Jesus
all his life!

26

Have you ever wished you could start all over again and that
all of the mistakes you had made in the past could be washed
away?

27

(Video: 8 sec) God knew that we all need just such an experi-
ence, so He instituted baptism as a sign that we would be
joined to Him from that time on: a new start–a new life in
Jesus.

28

What could more beautifully symbolize death to sin and the
beginning of a new life than baptism by immersion-by being
lowered beneath the water?

Christian baptism had its origin with John the Baptist, a
rugged prophet who appeared in the wilderness of Judea
boldly preaching repentance. 
All roads leading to the Jordan River were crowded with peo-
ple going to listen to him.

29

(Text: Matthew 3:5, 6)
The Bible says, “Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all
Judea, and all the region round about Jordan,

30

and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.” 
Matthew 3:5, 6.

31
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Closing the door to His carpenter shop and bidding His moth-
er farewell, Jesus also made His way to the Jordan. 
When John caught sight of Jesus, he recognized Him and
stopped preaching.

32

(Text: John 1:29)
Pointing to Jesus, John said, “...Behold! The Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
John 1:29.

33

John recognized the true sacrificial Lamb who was to die for
the sins of all who would accept His sacrifice.
When Jesus asked to be baptized, John hesitated.

34

(Text: Matthew 3:14)
He said, “I need to be baptized by you.” Matthew 3:14.

35

(Text: Matthew 3:15)
But Jesus insisted, “...Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do
this to fulfill all righteousness.” Verse 15.
John recognized that Jesus had no sinful past to confess. 

36

And Jesus certainly did not need to demonstrate His belief in
His own resurrection!

Jesus asked to be baptized because He wanted to identify with
man. 
He wanted to leave a perfect example for us to follow.
So John immersed Jesus in the Jordan River, for that is what
the word baptism means.

37

(Text: Matthew 3:16, 17)
The Bible says, “As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up
out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened,

38
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and he saw the spirit of God descending like a dove and light-
ing on him.

39

And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love;
with him I am well pleased’.”  Matthew 3:16, 17
On the wings of a dove, God sent His love and words of
encouragement to Jesus, but He did something else.

40

As Jesus walked up out of the water and stood with dripping
clothes on the muddy banks of Jordan, God publicly intro-
duced Him as His Son–the Anointed One.
Christ’s baptism marked the beginning of His public ministry,
for Peter said,

41

(Text: Acts 10:38)
“..God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and
with power:

42

Who went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” 
Acts 10:38.
Jesus Himself did not baptize, but the Bible records that His
disciples did:

43

(Text: John 4:1, 2)
“The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing
more disciples than John,

44

although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but His disci-
ples.” 
John 4:1, 2.
And notice Christ’s last recorded command just before He
went up to heaven:

45

(Text: Matthew 28:19, 20)
“Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit:

46



16 – Making a New Start

8

teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
Matthew 28:19, 20.

47

Perhaps you are wondering what mode of baptism Jesus’ fol-
lowers practiced after He returned to heaven. 
No doubt they followed Jesus’ example, since they were His
disciples.

48

(Text: Ephesians 4:5)
Paul, one of Jesus’ most ardent followers, says that there is
only “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 
Ephesians 4:5.

49

The only detailed account of baptism after the cross is record-
ed in the Book of Acts–a baptism conducted by Philip, the
evangelist.

50

As Philip was walking along the dusty road to Gaza, he saw
the Ethiopian treasurer of Queen Candace, who had charge of
all her treasury.
He had come to Jerusalem to worship.

51

Now he was on his way home, riding in a chariot and reading
from a scroll.
Philip ran and over to the man and asked him if

52

(Text: Acts 8:30, 31)
he understood what he was reading. The treasurer quickly
replied,

53

“How can I, unless someone guides me?”

54
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He also invited Philip to join him in his chariot. 
Philip looked and saw that the man was reading: Isaiah, chap-
ter 53.

55

The Ethiopian invited Philip to explain it to him. 
The chapter told of Jesus’ life and the details of the crucifixion
of the Messiah.

(Text: Acts 8:35)
The Bible says, “Then Philip began with that very passage of
Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.” 
Acts 8:35.

56

What a Bible study that must have been, bouncing along in
that chariot!

57

Not only did Philip tell about Jesus, but he evidently
explained the significance of baptism, for the Bible says that
when they came to a pool of water, the Ethiopian said to
Philip,

(Text: Acts 8:36, 37)
“...See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?”
Acts 8:36.

58

Philip replied, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.”

59

The Ethiopian said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God.” 
Verse 37.

60
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(Text: Acts 8:38)
“So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip
and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized
him.”
Acts 8:38.

61

Philip immersed the Ethiopian treasurer in the water, just as
John immersed Christ when He was baptized.

(Text: Acts 8:39)
“Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord caught Philip away,

62

... and he went on his way rejoicing. 
Acts 8:39

63

That is what happens when we bury the old life of sin and
start a new life in Christ. 
Clearly, immersion was the mode of baptism practiced by the
early Christian church.

64

In fact, there is no evidence in the New Testament for any
other method of baptism.  Here is a picture of a baptistery in a
first century church in Philippi.
Early church historians and findings by archaeologists 

65

both show that immersion was the mode of baptism until the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries.  

66

Cardinal James Gibbons wrote: “For several centuries after the
establishment of Christianity baptism was usually conferred
by immersion;

67
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but since the twelfth century the practice of baptizing by infu-
sion has prevailed in the Catholic Church,

68

as this manner is attended with less inconvenience than bap-
tism by immersion. . . .

69

The Church exercises her discretion in adopting the most con-
venient mode, according to the circumstances of time and
place.”

–The Faith of Our Fathers, 94th edition, p. 277.

70

Many tourists today visit St. John’s Church, located in the
ruins of the biblical city of Ephesus in Turkey.

71

This church was built as a memorial to the disciple John. 
Of special interest is the baptistery, circular in shape, about
twelve feet in diameter and four feet deep, with stairs leading
down into the font on two sides.

Most people have heard of the old bell tower in front of the
Cathedral of Pisa, in Italy, more commonly known as the
Leaning Tower of Pisa.

72

Along with the cathedral and the leaning tower is a baptistery,
a round building that encloses

73

a pool about twenty feet across and four feet deep that was
constructed in the fourteenth century.
Thirteen hundred years after Christ’s ascension, the mode of
baptism was still by immersion!

74
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There are dozens of such cathedrals with large baptismal
pools in Europe. 
Sixty-six are found in Italy alone, whose construction dates
between the fourth and fourteenth centuries.

75

But how important is the rite of baptism?

76

Is it really necessary to be baptized?

77

(Text: John 3:5)
“Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is
born of water and the Spirit,

78

he cannot enter the kingdom of God.’” John 3:5

79

Jesus indicates here that being born of water, a reference to
baptism as we shall see later, is necessary in order to enter
heaven.

80

Christ didn’t make this solemn statement only once. 
Notice that He says essentially the same thing in Mark 16:16:

81

(Text: Mark 16:16)
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” 
Mark 16:16. 

82
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The first step in preparing for Bible baptism is believing that
Jesus Christ died for your sins and is your Savior and Lord.

Philip emphasizes this need for total belief in Christ to the
Ethiopian. 

When the Ethiopian asked Philip if he could be baptized,
Philip said,

83

(Text: Acts 8:37)
“If you believe with all your heart, you may.” Acts 8:37.

84

(Text: Matthew 28:19)
Jesus gave His disciples a second step, 
“Go ...and teach all nations, baptizing them.” 
Matthew 28:19. 
Teaching precedes baptism.

85

(Text: Matthew 28:20)
Jesus said the baptismal candidate is to be taught ”...to obey
everything I have commanded you...” 
Matthew 28:20.

86

In other words, an individual preparing for the sacred rite of
baptism needs to understand Jesus’ teachings and accept them.
But, more than a mere knowledge of doctrines is needed.

87

(Text: Matthew 28:19)
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” Matthew 28:19

88

There must be a commitment of one’s life to Christ. 
When a person unites with Jesus, he naturally begins to live
Christ’s way.
He does not want to do anything Jesus would not agree to!
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The third step is repentance. Peter said,

89

(Text: Acts 3:19)
“Repent therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out.” 
Acts 3:19. Repentance means to be deeply sorry for one’s sins
and to turn from them.

90

This can only come from a heart that has been to Calvary-a
heart touched and softened by the sacrifice made on the cross
to save us from our sins.

91

Let’s just summarize these steps in preparing for baptism;

92

1.  Before baptism the person should accept Jesus as Savior
and Lord.  

93

2.  Before baptism, the person should understand the teaching
of Jesus and be willing to follow Him.

94

3. He should confess all sins and repent.

95

Perhaps you have wished at times that you could change your
life for the better–but you haven’t known just how.
By following these three steps in preparation for baptism, you
may truly become a new person–from the inside out.

96
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Through God’s power, you can be changed, reborn, and con-
verted.

Sometimes people ask, “When I am baptized, do I become
part of a church?  Or am I only baptized into Jesus?”
The Bible teaches that baptism into Christ is baptism into
Christ’s body, the church.  When multitudes were baptized on
the day of Pentecost, the Bible declares, 

97

(Text: Acts 2:41, 42)
“Then those who gladly received His word were baptized and
that day about three thousand souls were added to them.  

98

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship

99

in the breaking of bread and prayers.”  (Acts 2:41,42)
The text is plain.  When we are baptized, we do not become
spiritual orphans.  We are not left alone.

100

The people baptized in Acts “continued in the apostles’ doc-
trine and fellowship.”  
They became part of God’s Bible-believing church.

(Text: 1 Corinthians 12:13)
1 Corinthians 12:13 states: “For by one Spirit we were all bap-
tized in one body...”  The 28th verse points out clearly that the
body is the church.

101

When men and women accept Jesus and commit their lives to
follow Him, they long to worship with like believers.  Their
hearts burn within them to be part of Christ’s commandment-
keeping church.  
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(Text: Matthew 28:19, 20)
This is why Jesus said in Matthew 28:19,20:
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 

102

teaching them to observe all things I have commanded you...”

103

Tonight Jesus is appealing to you to commit your life to Him.
He is appealing to you to become part of His Bible-believing,
commandment-keeping people.  He gives you the same invita-
tion he gave the apostle Paul:

104

(Text: Acts 22:16)
“And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and
wash away your sins.” Acts 22:16.

105

One night a Jewish leader by the name of Nicodemus came to
Jesus.
He didn’t want his friends to know that he was interested in
Jesus.

106

(Text: John 3:2)
He flattered Jesus by telling Him, “Rabbi, we know that You
are a teacher come from God;

107

for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with
him.” 
John 3:2.
Jesus could read this man’s heart, so He cut right to the point
and showed Nicodemus what he needed.

108

(Text: John 3:3)
“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly,

109
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I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God.” 
John 3:3.

110

(Text: John 3:4)
Nicodemus was puzzled, and he asked Jesus, “How can a man
be born when he is old?

111

Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be
born?” John 3:4

112

(Text: John 3:5)
Then Jesus pointed out that He was talking about a spiritual
rebirth, when He said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless
one is born of water and the Spirit,

113

he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 
John 3:5. 
Here Jesus is talking about a spiritual rebirth that is witnessed
to by baptism.

114

The reference here is to the fact that the person will be washed
in the water of baptism.

No doubt Nicodemus, the proud Pharisee, anticipated
entrance into God’s kingdom by virtue of his being a natural-
born, devout Jew.

115

However, Jesus made it clear that anything less than a com-
plete transformation of life by the power of the Holy Spirit–as
signified by baptism–was inadequate.

116
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This is the way a person seals his acceptance of the sacrifice
given by the Father and made by the Son.

117

This is the beginning of the new life in Christ.

118

(Text: Matthew 3:17)
At Christ’s baptism, the voice of God was heard, saying,
”...This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” 
Matthew 3:17.

119

It was at this time, as the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove
anointed Jesus, that He became the Anointed One or the
Messiah or the Christ. 

120

This event marked the beginning of Jesus Christ’s public min-
istry.
Just so, the baptism of the believer marks the beginning of his
new life with Christ as his Savior.

121

This event also marks the public testimony of the believer by
his baptism that he is joined to Christ, that he has put on
Christ.

(Text: Galatians 3:27)
Galatians 3:27 says, “ For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ, have put on Christ.”

122

(Video: 10 sec) Baptism, to the one who has accepted Christ as
his sacrifice, shows his faith in the three great facts of Christ’s
sacrifice.

123
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(Text: Romans 6:3, 4)
Paul said, “Or do you not know that as many of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” 
Romans 6:3

124

Then he proceeds to point out the next step that the Christian
takes in this rite: “Therefore, we were buried with Him
through baptism into death.” Verse 4. 
But there is a third part to this act of faith.

125

(Text: Romans 6:4)
“That just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father,

126

even so we also should walk in newness of life.”  Verse 4. 
There you have it. The person being baptized has been born
of the Spirit and the water!

127

We publicly demonstrate our faith in the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

128

(Text: Romans 6:11)
Paul then tells us, “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be
dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Now can you see why this is such a beautiful part of the
Christian’s life?

129

It is like the wedding ceremony for the engaged couple. 
This is their opportunity to publicly witness that they are
joined together as long as life lasts.

130

(Text: Ephesians 4:5)
The Bible tells us that there is, “One Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism.” Ephesians 4:5.
Yet in the church, there seem to be so many ways that baptism
is practiced.

131
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Some sprinkle, some pour, and some immerse. 
How can there be one baptism, when there is so much confu-
sion over which method is correct?

132

We only have to ask, “What did Jesus do?”

133

We find that the Bible says that John was baptizing in the
Jordan River.
When Jesus was baptized, He “went up out of the water.” 
He was baptized by immersion.

134

In fact, that is what the Greek word baptizo means.
It means to dip under the water or cover over with water.
This is the only method of baptism that represents the death,
burial, and resurrection of Christ.

135

One time Paul and his coworker Silas went to the city of
Philippi on the invitation of a Macedonian man Paul had seen
in a dream.

136

By their preaching, Paul and Silas really stirred up the people
of Philippi. 

137

So much so that a mob attacked them, and their lives were in
danger. The mob tore off the two men’s clothing, and the
authorities had them beaten.

138

They were taken to prison, where the jailer was told to put
them in heavy confinement and to make sure they did not
escape.

139
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At midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing, when
suddenly an earthquake shook the prison walls–and immedi-
ately, the doors of the prison were opened and everyone’s
chains fell off.

140

The keeper of the prison came running, and, seeing the doors
opened, assumed that all the prisoners had fled.

He was in the process of taking out his sword to commit sui-
cide–certain that he would be put to death for letting the pris-
oners escape.

141

(Text: Acts 16:28)
But Paul called out to him in a loud voice, “Do yourself no
harm, for we are all here.” (Acts 16:28)

142

The poor jailer was awed! These men–Paul and Silas–had suf-
fered agony at the hands of the jailer, yet they held no resent-
ment and wanted no revenge.

143

The jailer knew they were innocent men. 
He ran and got a light, then went to their cell, falling at their
feet and begging forgiveness.

(Text: Acts 16:30, 31)
“And he brought them out and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?’”

144

So the two men of God answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”

145
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The jailer took Paul and Silas to his house and bathed their
bleeding feet and backs.

146

(Text: Acts 16:33)
“And he took them the same hour of the night and washed
their stripes.

147

And immediately he and all his family were baptized.” 
Acts 16:33

148

Friends, if you have not understood the meaning and impor-
tance of baptism before, or if you have not had the privilege of
following Jesus in this sacred ceremony of baptism by immer-
sion, the same question and invitation comes to you that
Annanias asked of Saul:

149

(Text: Acts 22:16)
“Why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away
your sins...” 
Acts 22:16.

150

When Jesus was baptized, a voice from heaven said, “This is
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”  When you, too,
enter the waters of baptism, our Lord will speak to your heart
saying, “You are my beloved son.  You are my beloved daugh-
ter.  I am well pleased with you.”  

151

Life’s greatest joy is knowing that you are pleasing God.

When you are baptized, you will have the wonderful sense
that you belong to God.  You are a child of God.  In a sense
baptism is like a wedding.  Before marriage the bride and
groom are in love.  Marriage does not create the love in a
man’s heart for a woman or in the woman’s heart for the man. 
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Marriage is a testimony of that love.  Marriage is a public com-
mitment before family and friends.
Baptism is like that.  Baptism does not create love in our
hearts for God.  

The reason we want to be baptized is because we already love
Him. 

Baptism is the public testimony before our family and friends
and the church that we are deeply in love with and committed
to Jesus Christ.

When we make this public commitment, our past is symboli-
cally buried in the waters of baptism, and we rise to live a
new life in Christ.  

The past is gone – buried – never to haunt us again.  God
promises to give us the power of His Holy Spirit to enable us
to live the Christian life
Some people hesitate.  They hold back.  They don’t believe
they are ready.

Baptism does not mean you are perfect.  It does mean you are
committed.

Jesus is appealing to you today to follow His footsteps in the
watery grave of baptism.  He offers you forgiveness, freedom
from all the guilt of your past and power to live a new life
through His Holy Spirit.

Will you say yes to Jesus right now?  If you would like to fol-
low Jesus all the way in Bible baptism, I want you to walk to
the front of this auditorium so I can especially pray for you.  
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I invite you all to stand for prayer just now.  Before I pray, if
you want to say, “Yes, Jesus, I want to be baptized,” walk
down the aisle right now and stand at this altar with your
head bowed, so I can pray for you.  Don’t hesitate.  Come  —
Come right now, and I’ll pray.
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The World’s Greatest Deception

1

(Video: 19 secs)  One of the greatest swindles ever recorded
took place in the late 1960’s.  David Stein, a brilliant young
Frenchman, painted more than 400 imitations of the Old
Masters: 

2

counterfeit Picassos, Chagalls, Renoir ’s, and Van Goghs,
among others. 
He signed the real names of the renowned artists on the mas-
terpieces and passed them off as originals. 

They were masterpieces of deception.  
So much so, they were declared to be authentic!

(Video: 9 secs)  To date only 110 of these forgeries have been
detected and recovered.  Stein was apprehended in 1972 and
served prison terms in Sing Sing Prison and in Paris, France.  
He was released in l980.  During his stay in prison Stein had a
change of heart and decided to paint under his own signature.

3

(Video: 12 secs)  Today he is a noted artist and lecturer around
the world.  And, what does he lecture about?   What he knows
best- “How to Spot a Fake.”   

4

You’ll have to agree, Stein certainly demonstrated that it isn’t
always easy to spot a fake—even for experts!
But, clever as he may have been as a “con-man” He was just a
“Babe in the woods” so to speak, when compared with 

(Video: 7 secs)  the granddaddy of them all—Satan! The Devil
stands without peer when it comes to swindling, cheating, and
counterfeiting. Of course, Satan doesn’t work openly.

5
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He works through other people, other powers and agencies. 
If he were an open enemy of God and truth there would be lit-
tle danger that any Christian would be deceived.  
So he works under cover, sometimes masquerading in the very
garb of religion—

ingeniously mixing truth and error to draw men away from
the true worship of God.  This has been his all-consuming
passion for thousands of years.

6

God does not leave us at the mercy of this great deceiver, but
has warned us through the Bible of the greatest of all decep-
tions at the end of time.

7

The Bible says, Daniel himself had a dream of beasts rising up
out of the sea.

8

(Text: Daniel 7:2,3)
“...I saw in my vision by night,” Daniel wrote, “and behold,
the four winds of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea.

9

And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different
from the other.” Daniel 7:2, 3.

10

Beasts coming up out of the sea? 
What could it all mean?

11

Let’s let the Bible give us the key to unlock this symbolic
prophecy.
First, in this dream, there is water.

12
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(Text: Revelation 17:15)
Revelation 17:15 says: “...The waters which you saw ... are peo-
ples, multitudes, nations and tongues.“
In the same chapter, God tells Daniel what these beasts repre-
sent:

13

(Text: Daniel 7:17, 23)
“Those great beasts, which are four, are four kings which arise
out of the earth.

14

... The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth.“
Daniel 7:17, 23
God’s word clearly states that a beast represents a king or a
kingdom.

15

The beasts coming out of the populated area of the earth were
to represent certain nations that would come into being. 
Notice how he describes them in Daniel 7:3:

16

(Text: Daniel 7:3)
“And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different
from the other.”

17

(Text: Daniel 7:4)
“The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings …” Daniel 7:4

18

(Text: Daniel 7:5)
“And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was
raised up on one side,

19

and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth…” 
Daniel 7:5

20
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(Text: Daniel 7:6)
“After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard,
which had on its back four wings of a bird…” Daniel 7:6

21

(Text: Daniel 7:7)
“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth
beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong.” 

22

It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces,
and trampling the residue with its feet.

23

It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it
had ten horns.” 
Daniel 7:7.

24

What a zoo! You will notice that each of these beasts are not
ordinary  beasts. 
They all have some special characteristics that help us to
understand the vision.

25

As Daniel reflected on his vision of the four beasts, he must
have remembered the dream of the great King
Nebuchadnezzar—the dream of the great metal man. In both
dreams, the symbols used covered the four empires of the
ancient world, 

26

(Video 6 secs) starting with Babylon, the Median and Persian
empire, the kingdom of Greece, the Roman empire,

27

and ending with the coming of Jesus and the establishment of
His eternal kingdom.

28
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Let’s go back and look at each of these beasts or nations as
they arise out of the populated part of the earth:

29

(Text: Daniel 7:4)
“The first beast was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I
watched till its wings were plucked off;

30

and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two
feet like a man, and a man’s heart was given to it.” Daniel 7:4

31

What could better symbolize Babylon, the first world empire
(represented by the head of gold in the towering statue), than
a lion-the king of beasts?

32

The ancient Babylonians themselves used the lion to represent
their empire.
Archeologists discovered in the ruins of Babylon this symbol
of the lion with eagle wings.

33

As the lion is noted for its strength and conquest, King
Nebuchadnezzar’s military conquests were unsurpassed.

34

The rapidity with which Babylon gained power and spread its
empire is appropriately symbolized by the eagle’s wings.
Notice that God uses the same symbol of a lion to represent
Babylon:

(Text: Jeremiah 4:7)
“A lion has come out of his lair; a destroyer of nations has set
out.

35
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He has left his place to lay waste your land...” Jeremiah 4:7.

36

The proud, pompous king of Babylon envisioned his kingdom
lasting forever. He apparently gave no thought to the idea that
any other nation would ever rule the world. 
He inscribed on the bricks of his buildings, “May it last forev-
er.”

37

(Video: 4 sec) On October 13, 539 B.C., the Babylon kingdom
(represented by the head of gold in the metal image and by
the lion with eagle’s wings in Daniel’s dream) came to an
inglorious end.

38

(Video: 3 sec) The kingdom or empire represented by the sec-
ond beast-the bear-can be none other than the conquering
nation of Medo-Persia, the same kingdom represented by the
arms and chest of silver in the giant metal man.
As Daniel watched the bear in his dream, he said, 

39

(Text: Daniel 7:5)
“...It raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the
mouth of it between the teeth of it.” Daniel 7:5.

40

Daniel said that the bear had three ribs in its mouth between
its teeth, but the Bible does not identify their meaning.

41

However, most Bible scholars believe the three ribs represent-
ed

42

Lydia, Babylon, and Egypt-the three principal territories
devoured by the Medo-Persian armies.

43
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The Persian Empire ruled for two centuries, but ferocious and
strong as it may have been, God revealed to Daniel in the
dream that another beast, or kingdom, would arise:

44

(Text: Daniel 7:6)
“Lo, another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it
four wings of a fowl;

45

the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.”
Daniel 7:6.

46

Just as a slow-moving bear proves no match for the swift run-
ning leopard, so the Persian armies were unable to defend
themselves against the rapid advances of Alexander the Great.

47

(Video: 4 sec) In Nebuchadnezzar’s prophetic dream, the
bronze belly and thighs of the image represented the third
world empire of Greece, and so does the leopard in Daniel’s
dream.

48

The four wings describe the great speed of Alexander’s con-
quests.

49

He defeated Darius III of Persia in the battle of Arbela in 331
B.C., thus becoming in less than twelve years the ruler of the
most extensive empire the world had ever known.
The leopard’s four heads represent the four divisions of
Greece.

(Text: Daniel 8:22)
“Four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation.” Daniel 8:22.

50
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History tells us the Grecian Empire did indeed divide into
four parts. 
Alexander died at the age of thirty-two, just seven years after
his great victory at Arbela.

51

Even before he was buried, a power struggle began, first
among his relatives and later among his military leaders. 
Finally, four of Alexander’s generals gained control of the
empire.

(Video: 9 sec)  Now the leopard beast, or Greece, had four
heads!
Cassander, Lysimachus Ptolemy, and Seleucus.

52

Most people have trouble keeping one head going in the right
direction. 
What do you suppose would happen if you had four? Chaos!

53

Each head trying to be number one! 
That’s exactly what happened to the Greek Empire,
Alexander’s four generals were greedy, ambitious men who
wanted to rule the empire.

“Each one whetted the sword against the other and the empire
went down in a tangle of strife.”- Alexander the Great, p. 494.  

54

The unrest and strife continued among the four parts of the
empire till finally, “on June 22, 168 B.C., at the Battle of Pydna,
perished the Empire of Alexander the Great, 144 years after his
death.” –History of Rome, book 3, chapter 10.

55

But what about the fourth ferocious beast that Daniel said
would rise to power after the Greek Empire?

56
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The angel told Daniel that this fourth kingdom would be dif-
ferent from the other kingdoms.
The beast representing it was extremely powerful, and it had
enormous iron teeth that destroyed its prey.
Here is pictured a cruel, vicious power.

57

A more fitting description of the rise of the Roman Empire
could hardly be found.

58

Rome was more ruthless and brutal than all the previous
empires.
They even destroyed whole nations or sold their people into
slavery.

59

(Video: 4 sec)  This terrifying beast had iron teeth, while the
fourth kingdom in the metal image was represented by iron
legs.
Daniel was intrigued by this terrible beast, and especially by
its ten horns.

60

(Text: Daniel 7:8)
He said, “I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up
among them another little horn,

61

before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by
the roots...” Daniel 7:8 KJV.

62

(Text: Daniel 7:24)
The angel told Daniel that “ten horns out of this kingdom are
ten kings that shall arise.” Daniel 7:24.

63

(Video: 4 sec) No doubt Daniel’s mind flashed back to the
great metal image with feet of iron and clay, representing the
divisions of the Roman Empire.

64
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(Video 4 Secs) By 476 A.D. the barbaric tribes of northern
Europe had largely destroyed the Roman empire. Seven of
these kingdoms (nations) are still in Europe today.

65

But what interested Daniel most was the little horn that
pushed itself up among the ten horns, uprooting three horns
in its struggle for supremacy.

66

(Text: Daniel 7:8)
Daniel noticed that 
“in this [little] horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a
mouth speaking great things.” Daniel 7:8.

67

This little horn troubled Daniel.

68

(Text: Daniel 7:15)
He wrote, “I Daniel was grieved in my spirit, . . . and the
visions of my head troubled me.” Daniel 7:15.

69

Why did this description of the little horn cause Daniel such
concern?

70

(Text: Daniel 7:21, 25)
Because “the same horn made war with the saints, and pre-
vailed against them.”

71

“And he shall speak great words against the most High,

72
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and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to
change times and laws:

73

and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times
and the dividing of time.” 
Daniel 7:21, 25.

74

Daniel recognized that this prediction was no longer just
about secular history, but that it had to do with God’s people.

75

This little horn made war against the saints of God and actual-
ly prevailed against them for a period of time.
Obviously, it was to be a hostile, persecuting power—-a power
or agency used by Satan to make war against God, His people,
and His truth.

76

(Text: Daniel 7:28)
Daniel said, 
“I . . . was deeply troubled by my thoughts,

77

and my face turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself.” 
Daniel 7:28, NIV.

78

Who is this “little horn”?

79

Let’s examine the Bible’s description of this little horn and see
what history records concerning its fulfillment.
Daniel described the fourth beast, or the fourth world empire
of Rome, as

80
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(Text: Daniel 7:7)
“...dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; . . . and it had
ten horns.” Daniel 7:7.

81

(Text: Daniel 7:24)
Daniel 7:24 tells us that the ten horns represented “ten kings
that shall arise.”

82

Instead of another world empire appearing on the scene of
history at the fall of the fourth one, prophecy predicted that
there would be a division of the Roman Empire,
resulting in ten lesser kingdoms. 
History confirms that portion of Daniel’s prophecy.

83

Historians tell us that the division of Rome was completed  by
A.D. 476.
According to the English historian, Edward Elliott, in his book
Horae Apocalypticae, the following barbaric tribes over-ran
the Roman Empire from A.D. 351-476.

84

(Video: 20 sec) The following list gives the names of the
Germanic tribes and their modern counterpart today:

85

Alamanni   —   Germans
Burgundians   —   Swiss
Franks    —    French
Lombards     —   Italians
Saxons     —    English

Suevi — Portuguese
Visigoths — Spanish
Heruli — Extinct
Ostrogoths  — Extinct
Vandals  — Extinct

These are the ten horns of the fourth beast that Daniel saw.
And according to the prophecy, the little horn was to rise to
great power after the ten horns, or divisions of the Roman
Empire.

86
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(Text: Daniel 7:24)
“The ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall
arise:

87

and another shall rise after them...and he shall subdue three
kings.” 
Daniel 7:24.

88

In A.D. 493,  the Heruli met their fate with the help of the
Emperor Zeno.

89

Another emperor, Justinian, exterminated the Vandals in 534
and then broke the power of the Ostrogoths in 538.

90

Thus, the three horns of Daniel’s prophecy were “plucked up
by the roots,” making the rise of the church at Rome a reality.

91

It was at this time that Justinian made a decree establishing
the bishop, or pope, of Rome as the religious leader of
Western Rome.
Daniel also predicted that the little horn would be different
from the other kingdoms:

92

(Text: Daniel 7:24)
“...He shall be diverse from the first” 
Daniel 7:24. Was this beast different? Indeed it was!

93

The other kingdoms were political powers, but the little horn
was a church that wielded political power.

94
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The prophetic finger would seem to point unerringly toward
the Roman Church of the Middle Ages as the little horn of
Daniel 7, just as the Protestant Reformers claimed.
Daniel gave another identifying characteristic of this little
horn power:

95

(Text: Daniel 7:21)
“I beheld and the same horn made war with the saints, and
prevailed against them.” 
Daniel 7:21.

96

(Text: Daniel 7:25)
He also said that this power would “...wear out the saints...”
Verse 25.

97

Did the church of the Middle Ages engage in persecution? 
Unfortunately, yes!
The Inquisition, the holy crusades, the Huguenots, Waldenses,
and the  Albigenses, the Thirty Year ’s War, the rack, the dun-
geon,

98

the flames from martyrs burned at the stake-all are historically
linked to the church during the dark centuries of its suprema-
cy.
But we find that there is yet another very important distin-
guishing characteristic of this little horn power.

99

(Text: Daniel 7:25) 
The prophecy predicted that it would “...think to change times
and laws...” Daniel 7:25. 
Did the papal power in the Middle Ages attempt to change
God’s divine law?

100

Yes it claims it changed the Sabbath, appealing primarily to
tradition, from Saturday to Sunday.

101

The last characteristic that we will study pinpoints when this
power would be supreme and the length of time it would per-
secute the saints of God:

102
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(Text: Daniel 7:25)
“And they shall be given into his hand until a time and times
and the dividing of time.” Daniel 7:25. 
Here we find more Bible symbols.

103

(Video: 10 sec) The term time signifies one year-and the term
times signifies  two years, or 720 prophetic days.

104

A “dividing of time” would be half a year, or 180 days.
When we add a time (360 days), times (720 days), and the
dividing of time (180 days), we arrive at a total of 1,260
prophetic days, or years.

(Text: Ezekiel 4:6)
According to Ezekiel, a prophetic day signifies one year. “I
have appointed thee each day for a year.” Ezekiel 4:6, KJV.
The little horn power was to be supreme for 1,260 years!
History confirms the accuracy of this time period.

105

The Ostrogoths, the last of the ten tribes to oppose the Roman
Church, were overthrown in the year A.D. 538, leaving the
Roman church free to develop her political and ecclesiastical
power.

106

Exactly 1,260 years later, in 1798, the Roman Church’s political
power was broken  by Napoleon’s general, Berthier.

107

As we have studied the prophecy of Daniel 7 and the little
horn that came up out of the head of the fourth beast, we have
discovered the following identity points that prove what this
power is.  Lets take a look at these points.

108

1. This little horn would come up in Western Europe  among
the ten kingdoms which had come out of the breakup of
Rome. Daniel 7:8.

109
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2. In its rise to power the Little Horn uprooted three of the for-
mer kingdoms.  These three kingdoms were the Heruli,
Ostrogoths, and the Vandals.  These three nations were Arian
in their belief and refused to accept the pope as the head of
the church.  Daniel 7:8

110

3. The prophecy says that this Little Horn would come up
among the other horns after they were established.  Daniel
7:20.  This means that this kingdom would be established after
476 A.D.

111

4. This power would be different from the other kingdoms.  It
was both a political and religious kingdom.  Daniel 7:24.

112

(Text: Daniel 7:21,25)
5. The Little Horn would persecute or “wear out” the saints.  “I
beheld in the same horn made war with the saints and pre-
vailed against them”. Daniel 7:21,25.

113

(Text: Daniel 7:25)
6. This power would “think to change times and laws.”  In
other words this church would suppose itself able to change
God’s times and His commandments. Daniel 7:25.

114

(Text: Daniel 7:25)
7. The prophecy points out that this power would rule
supreme for a period of 1260 years.  For the Bible says: “And
they shall be given into his hands until time and times and the
dividing of time.” Daniel 7:25.

115

You can see by this prophecy that there is only one power in
the world that arose at the right time in the right place to ful-
fill all of these points.  This is the Roman Church.

116

Now, let’s leap ahead to the climax of Daniel’s great prophecy,
for it has a very happy ending for the people of God.

117
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In vision, as Daniel watched the powers on earth struggle to
grasp political and religious dominance,

118

his attention was suddenly shifted from earth to heaven.

119

(Text: Daniel 7:9, 10)
“I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of
Days was seated;

120

His garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was
like pure wool.

121

His throne was a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire;

122

a fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him.

123

A thousand thousands ministered to Him;

124

ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court
was seated, and the books were opened.” Daniel 7:9, 10.

125
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Daniel saw God the Father, here called the Ancient of Days,
come and sit upon a glorious throne.

126

(Text: Daniel 7:22)
Notice how Daniel describes this event: “Until the Ancient of
Days came...” Daniel 7:22.
Now the court is ready for the judgment to begin.

127

(Text: Daniel 7:10)
“...the judgment was set, and the books were opened.” Daniel
7:10.

128

Daniel was shown the judgment in heaven, with God judging
the little horn power that made war against the saints. 
Daniel also saw the outcome of this judgment:

(Text: Daniel 7:26)
“But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his
dominion,

129

to consume and to destroy it unto the end.” Daniel 7:26.

130

Then Daniel saw something very special, very beautiful, hap-
pen after the Father was seated and the judgment was ready to
begin:

131

(Text: Daniel 7:13)
“I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of
man came with the clouds of heaven,

132
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and came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him near
before him.” Daniel 7:13.

133

Who is this distinguished Person called “the Son of man” who
was presented before the Eternal Judge?

134

Jesus applied this term to Himself more than forty times in
the New Testament. 
To His astonished disciples,

135

(Text: Matthew 17:22, 23)
He said, “...The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands
of men:

136

and they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised
again.” 
Matthew 17:22, 23.
Of Judas, the traitor disciple, Jesus asked,

137

(Text: Luke 22:48)
“...Are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” Luke 22:48,
NIV.
But the most significant statement was directed to the high
priest who sat in judgment at Christ’s trial:

138

(Text: Matthew 26:64)
“Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right
hand of power,

139

and coming in the clouds of heaven.” 
Matthew 26:64.

140
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Here Jesus unmistakably identifies Himself as the Son of Man
whom Daniel saw in his vision—the One who “came with the
clouds of heaven.”

Christ comes to the judgment to represent all sinners who
have accepted Him as their Advocate or Mediator.
As our lawyer in that court, He has never lost a case! 
The text says that the books are opened.

141

(Text: Daniel 7:10)
“The court was seated, and the books were opened.” Daniel
7:10, last part.

142

The books will contain every act in our lives whether they’re
evil or good.  
They also record the opportunities that God has given us and
the way we’ve responded to those opportunities.

143

If we have accepted Christ as our Savior and Lord, then when
our case comes up before God, Christ steps forth and declares
that He is our Savior and that His death has taken care of
every sin that we have committed!

144

In that day in the records of heaven, His sinless life takes the
place of the sinful life we have lived, and the only thing that
the Father sees as He looks at our record is the sinless life of
Christ that has been credited to our record.

145

We will have eternal life, not because of what we have done,
but because of what Christ has done on the cross for us.

146

Perhaps Daniel became so interested in the Little Horn and
what would finally become of it that he just leaped ahead and
gave the complete story of its career, which actually takes
place after the pre-advent judgement, 
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when the affairs on earth are scrutinized and the decision
made as to those who will make up God’s everlasting king-
dom.  The kingdom was given to Christ and His dominion:

147

(Text: Daniel 7:14)
“There was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,

148

that all people, nations, and languages, should serve Him:

149

His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass
away,

150

and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” 
Daniel 7:14.
Daniel goes on with more good news about this kingdom:

151

(Text: Daniel 7:27)
“...The kingdom and dominion... shall be given to the people
of the saints of the most High.” 
Daniel 7:27.

152

God’s people, His saints, will be joint heirs with Christ in tak-
ing possession of that everlasting kingdom:

(Text: Daniel 7:18)
“...The saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and
possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.” Daniel
7:18.

153
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This part of the prophecy parallels the rock in
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream that was cut out without hands and
smote the image on the feet and became

154

(Text: Daniel 2:35)
“...the stone...became a great mountain, and filled the whole
earth.” Daniel 2:35.
In these two parallel prophecies—
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the great image and

155

Daniel’s dream of the beasts—God summarized earth’s history
from the time of ancient Babylon to the great day when Jesus
comes in the clouds of glory to set up His everlasting kingdom
of love and righteousness.

156

We today are living down in the time of the feet of iron and
clay.
Time is running out for the earth and its inhabitants!
This is the message that God is trying to share with each of us
by His great prophecies.

157

What a remarkable way to predict centuries of world history
in but two short chapters of the Bible!

158

And come to think about it, wasn’t the dream given to Daniel
that night so long ago in Babylon a tremendous expression of
God’s love and concern for His people on earth?

You see, Jerusalem was in ruins. 
God’s people, Israel, were in captivity in Babylon.
Things looked pretty grim. 
But God, in this most unusual way, was telling Daniel, “I’m
still in control.

159

Kings may come and kings may go. 
Empires will rise and fall, but I have not forgotten My chil-
dren on earth or My plan for them. 
Someday everything will come out right.”

160
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And friend, kings and kingdoms have come and gone. 
The dual prophecies of the image and the beasts have almost
reached their complete fulfillment.

Jesus is soon coming to execute judgment and to restore the
dominion lost by Adam and Eve so long ago.

He wants all of His children on Planet Earth to be a part of
that kingdom, to be ready for that glorious moment when our
Savior returns! 
For in that glorious day we shall behold Him-Our Savior and
Lord!

161
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How to Avoid Receiving the Mark of the Beast

1

It was a high day, a great day, a day that called for a special
celebration with a parade and the royal band. 
King Nebuchadnezzar was excited.

2

He had invited dignitaries from all over the vast Babylonian
empire to come. 
It was a day that he looked forward to with keen anticipa-
tion—and also a day he would never forget as long as he lived.

3

Some time before, the king had dreamed a strange dream. 
He had seen a great metal image.

4

He couldn’t remember what it was, so Daniel had to reveal to
him not only the meaning but the dream itself. 
Nebuchadnezzar could think of nothing else!

5

After all, he was the head of gold! 
His kingdom stood unrivaled in the world. 
And now every one would see a vivid demonstration of how
great Babylon really was—how great HE really was!

6

He became defiant and ordered his servants to make a statue
all of gold. 

7

This image was all gold, not just the head, but also the entire
body.
Everyone was amazed with the dazzling beauty of this mag-
nificent image. It was the king’s way of signifying to the
world that his kingdom would last forever.

8
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On this day thousands of important dignitaries in the king’s
empire assembled to witness the dedication of
Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold.

9

Suddenly a hush fell over the vast crowd. 
The trumpets sounded, and the king’s spokesman proclaimed
loudly,

10

(Text: Daniel 3:4-6)
Daniel 3:4-6 
“...To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages,

11

that at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp,
lyre, and psaltery, in symphony

12

with all kinds of music, you shall fall down and worship the
gold image

13

that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up;

14

and whoever does not fall down and worship

15

shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery fur-
nace.” 
Daniel 3:4-6

16
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The music sounded. 
All the people fell down and worshiped the image. 
Well—almost all the people.

17

In the vast kneeling throng stood Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego—three Hebrews who refused to disobey God by
bowing and worshiping an idol. 
Word soon reached the King. 

18

(Video: 3 sec) Furious that anyone should dare defy his direct
command, Nebuchadnezzar ordered the offenders to be
brought before him.

19

(Video: 3 sec) As the king looked at the three Hebrews, he rec-
ognized them at once. 
They were extraordinary young men with great intelligence
and many talents.

20

(Video: 2 sec) He had assigned them many responsibilities in
the past, which they had faithfully and efficiently performed.
Feeling somewhat kindly toward them, he decided to give
them another chance.
Calling them each by name, the king said,

21

(Text: Daniel 3:15)
“Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound of ... all
kinds of music,

22

and you fall down and worship the image I made, good! But if
you do not worship,

23

you shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery
furnace.” Daniel 3:15. 
Once the king had made a pronouncement, he had to back it
up or lose face before all the people.

24
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego could see the flames from
the huge furnace. 
There could be no doubt about the king’s intention.

25

What should they do? What would you have done? 
Would they disobey a direct command of God? 
Oh, it would have been so easy to rationalize that it wouldn’t
hurt just once to bow to an idol under these circumstances.

26

After all, their lives were at stake! 
Wouldn’t it be important to show respect for the king?

Evidently such thoughts never crossed their minds, for they
had been taught God’s commandments from childhood, and
one of those commands said,

27

(Text: Exodus 20:4, 5)
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image or any like-
ness of anything...

28

You shall not bow down to them nor serve them...” 
Exodus 20:4, 5.
Calmly and without hesitation came their reply: 

29

(Text: Daniel 3:16-18)
“...O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this
matter.

30

If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace,

31
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and He will deliver us from your hand, O king.

32

But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve
your gods,

33

nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up.” 
Daniel 3:16-18.
The rest of the story is exciting. 
The king was furious and ordered that the furnace be heated
seven times hotter than usual.

34

Then the King commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego be bound and thrown into the fiery furnace.
The fire was so intense that the soldiers who threw the three
young men in the furnace fell back dead.

35

Suddenly, the king was on his feet running toward the open-
ing of the furnace, shouting to his advisors that he saw
four men walking around in the flames and that one looked
like the Son of God!

36

Our Lord entered the fiery furnace.  He was with the three
Hebrews in the flames.  He is a mighty deliverer.

37

Nebuchadnezzar commanded the Hebrews to come out of the
furnace, and to everyone’s utter amazement, the trio stepped
out without a hair on their heads singed or even the smell of
smoke on their clothing!

38

The great golden idol was forgotten.  
The headline story of the day, and for many years to come,
must have been the amazing experience of those three young
men.
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Their God had saved them from the flames! 
What a tremendous testimony to God’s love and care for His
faithful followers!

39

Is it possible that someday in the future, we will have some-
one dictate to us how to worship.
Is it possible that like these three Hebrews we may face the
death penalty over the issue of worship.

“Well,” you say, “I’m glad we don’t have someone dictating to
us how we must worship!” 
That would be terrible!  To face death if you didn’t worship
the way someone else commanded you.

40

Do you know that according to Bible prophecy, the greatest
crisis in history is just before us?  And the central issue in this
final crisis is worship?

41

Like the three Hebrews, everyone living during earth’s last
hours will be faced with a similar choice? 
A choice that will forever seal their destiny!

42

Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon’s powerful leader set up a counter-
feit image that everyone was to bow to.  The real issue was
worship.  

43

The second Commandment forbidding idol worship was the
test of loyalty between worship of the true God and worship
of false gods.
The furnace was heated seven times hotter than it normally
was.  

A time of trouble greater than any time of trouble.  
The penalty for disobedience to this church-state union was
death. 
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Once again in the last days, God’s word in the Book of
Revelation reveals that a powerful world ruler will unite
Church and state.

The central issue will revolve around worship.  
The commandments will be the test of loyalty during earth’s
final time of trouble when once again a universal death decree
will be passed.

The most solemn warning ever given to earth’s inhabitants is
recorded in the Book of Revelation.
Evidently God considers this message to be vitally important,
for He said: 

44

(Text: Revelation 13:9)
“If any man has an ear, let him hear.” 
Revelation 13:9. 
We must listen to this most urgent message!

45

(Text: Revelation 14:9, 10)
“...If any one worships the beast and his image, and receives
his mark on his forehead or on his hand,

46

he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God,

47

which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indigna-
tion.

48

He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence
of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.” 
Revelation 14:9, 10.

49
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Every person should carefully study this prophecy and make
certain that he or she has nothing to do with the beast or his
mark.

50

According to Bible prophecy, at the very end of time, earth’s
inhabitants will be divided into two groups:
those who are loyal to God and obey His commandments, and
those who worship the beast and receive his mark.

51

Intense pressure will be brought to bear on those who refuse
to worship the beast or receive his mark.
It will be just as serious a crisis as the three Hebrews faced as
they stood before Nebuchanezzar.

52

(Text: Revelation 13:16, 17)
“He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and
slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their fore-
heads,

53

and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark
or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” 
Revelation 13:16, 17.

54

Eventually, a decree will be passed condemning to death those
who refuse to worship the beast and his image. 

55

(Text: Revelation 13:15)
Of the second beast of Revelation, the Bible says: “He was
granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the
image of the beast should both speak

56

and cause as many as would not worship the image of the
beast to be killed.” 
Revelation 13:15.

57
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Man says, “If you do not worship the beast, we will not buy
anything from you or sell anything to you, and eventually we
will kill you.”

58

God says, “If you worship the beast, you will receive the wine
of the wrath of God.”

59

Every person on earth will be faced with the most difficult
decision they have ever had to make.
What are these judgments of God that is to be poured out
upon the wicked?
Revelation holds the answer:

60

(Text: Revelation 15:1)
“Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous:

61

seven angels having the seven last plagues, for in them the
wrath of God is complete.” Revelation 15:1.

62

Three of the seven last plagues are specifically targeted at the
beast and those who worship him.
Certainly God would not allow His judgments to come upon
people without warning.

63

That is what is so wonderful about God! 
He will not pour out the seven last plagues upon mankind
without first giving everyone an opportunity to know what
the mark of the beast is and how to avoid receiving it.

64

With His last warning message, God gives the key to unlock
the prophecy, so that we can understand what it is all about.
No one need face this coming crisis unprepared. 
It is so vital for us to know who this beast power is and how
we can avoid receiving his mark.

65
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Let’s turn to a prophecy found in the Book of Revelation, and
read about this beast power.

66

(Text: Revelation 13:1-8)
The disciple John wrote: “Then I stood on the sand of the sea.
And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea,

67

having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten
crowns,

68

and on his heads a blasphemous name.

69

Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were
like the feet of a bear,

70

and his mouth like the mouth of a lion.

71

The dragon gave him his power, and his throne, and great
authority.” 
Revelation 13:1, 2.

72

“And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wound-
ed,

73
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and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world mar-
veled and followed the beast.

74

So they worshipped the dragon who gave authority to the
beast;

75

and they worshiped the beast, saying ‘Who is like the beast?

76

Who is able to make war with him?”

77

And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blas-
phemies,

78

and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months.” 
Revelation 13:3-5.

79

“Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to
blaspheme His name,

80

His tabernacle and those who dwell in heaven.

81
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It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to over-
come them.

82

And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and
nation.

83

All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names
have not been written

84

in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world.” 
Revelation 13:6-8.

85

We need to look at this prophecy point by point. 
Here God again uses prophetic symbols to outline His warn-
ing to the world.

86

And what does a beast symbolize? 
Daniel 7 taught us that beasts represent kingdoms or ruling
powers.

87

Here in Revelation, we find pictured something truly spectac-
ular—a composite beast made up of all four of Daniel’s great
beasts! 
You have never seen a beast like that!

A review of Daniel’s four beasts will be instructive and help
us understand the beast power we are now studying.
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What did the lion represent? Yes, Babylon!

88

The bear? Right again: Medo-Persia.

89

And what about the leopard?  Greece, yes.

90

And the terrible ten horn beast? You remember well! Yes, it
represented the Roman Empire.

91

The beast of Revelation 13 is a power that follows these four
great world empires.

92

We find now a remarkable thing: only one power on earth has
all the characteristics used in this prophecy.
Scripture and secular history make identification certain.
Speaking of the beast, John wrote, 

(Text: Revelation 13:2)
“The dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great
authority.” Revelation 13:2. 
We find that the dragon represents Satan, for the Bible says,

93

(Text: Revelation 12:7-9)
“And there was war in heaven . . .

94
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and the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the
Devil and Satan, which deceives the whole world...” 
Revelation 12:7-9.

95

Of course, Satan never steps into the battle in visible form. 
He works, disguised, behind the scenes, through other agen-
cies, powers, and people.
Revelation gives a picture of the gigantic struggle between
Satan and the church:

96

(Text: Revelation 12:3-5)
“There appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a
great red dragon,

97

having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his
heads . . .

98

And the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to
be delivered,

99

for to devour her child as soon as it was born.

100

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all
nations with a rod of iron:

101

and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.”
Revelation 12:3-5.

102
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Who is this man-child? 
The answer is Jesus Christ! 
Behind the scenes the dragon, or Satan, is seen working des-
perately through a world power to destroy Jesus. 

103

That is exactly what happened.
What nation was the devil working through at the time of
Christ’s birth? 

As we turn the pages of secular history, we discover that pagan
Rome, under the Caesars, was ruling when Christ was born.

104

Herod the Great decreed that all male infants in Bethlehem,
up to the age of two, be slain in an attempt to kill Jesus when
He was born.

105

A Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, condemned Christ to death.

106

Roman soldiers nailed Him to the cross, and a Roman seal
secured the entrance to His tomb. Satan worked through
pagan Rome to destroy Christ.

107

And Jesus was resurrected and ascended to Heaven exactly as
the prophecy predicted. 
Does this give you confidence in Bible prophecy?

108

The prophecy further predicted that this power, pagan Rome,
would

109
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(Text: Revelation 13:2)
give its “power,” its “seat,” and “great authority” to the beast.
Did pagan Rome fulfill this prophecy? 
And if so, to whom was it given?

110

For many centuries, the Roman church used a document enti-
tled “The Donation of Constantine” to prove its right to the
city of Rome. This document, later proven to be a forgery, gave
them claim to the church’s right to rule Western Rome, both
politically and religiously.

111

This document was the basis used to justify their power as a
kingdom, with the pope as the king. 

In A.D. 300, Constantine moved his capitol to Byzantium and
changed the name of the city to Constantinople in honor of
himself.

112

When Constantine left he gave his seat to the bishop of Rome.  
The Bishop of Rome became the head of the church, as well as
a king upon a throne.
A union of church and state resulted, with the church ruling
over the state.

113

Vatican City lies in the middle of Rome, the city that was the
seat of the old Roman Empire.

114

The Roman church continues there even today, not only as a
religious power but as a political power as well.  Almost every
nation of the world sends ambassadors to the Vatican. 

115

It is very important to keep in mind that the prophecy is talk-
ing about an organization, or  a system of theology.  It is not
singling out individuals!

116
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There are great numbers of sincere people who worship God
but do not yet know what you are learning today from Bible
prophecy about this power.

117

A close study of the identifying marks of the beast power in
Revelation 13 makes clear that it is the same power as that
symbolized by the little horn of Daniel 7, which we consid-
ered before.

118

The prophet John said this beast power would have a distin-
guishing mark and that it would try to force it upon everyone
in the world!

119

(Text: Revelation 13:16, 17)
“He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and
slave, to receive a mark on their right hand, or on their fore-
heads:

120

and that no one may buy or sell, except one who has the mark,
or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.”
Revelation 13:16, 17.

121

According to God’s Word, this mark must be a symbol of
rebellion or disloyalty to the government of God.
The Bible clearly describes another group who will not receive
the mark of the beast.

122

(Text: Revelation 14:12)
“Here is the patience of the saints: here are those who keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
Revelation 14:12.

123

Make no mistake, the great issue to which this world is com-
ing will center on obedience to the commandments of God!

124
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One group of people receives the mark of the beast, while the
other is loyal and true to God by keeping all His command-
ments and maintaining faith in Jesus.

God’s people will also receive a mark, but it will be God’s
mark, God’s seal.

125

It will be placed on the foreheads of His followers.

126

(Text: Revelation 7:2, 3)
“Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the
seal of the living God:

127

And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it
was granted to harm the earth and the sea,

128

saying, ‘Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees,

129

till we have sealed the servants of our God on their fore-
heads.’” 
Revelation 7:2, 3.

130

I want that seal, don’t you? 
Nothing is more important than that. 
The final conflict of world history is over the seal of God or
the mark of the beast. It’s between God’s sign and a counter-
feit sign.

131
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When we discover God’s seal, or mark, it will be easy to dis-
cover the counterfeit mark that the beast power will enforce. 
God tells us what His sign or seal is:

(Text: Ezekiel 20:12)
“Moreover I also gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign
between them and Me...” 
Ezekiel 20:12.

132

(Text: Exodus 31:13)
Again, God says, “Speak also to the children of Israel, saying,
‘Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep,

133

for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your genera-
tions,

134

that you may know that I am the Lord who sanctifies you.” 
Exodus 31:13.

135

God said that the Sabbath is His sign or mark of authority.
What does the beast power say is the mark of its authority?

136

The following quotation is taken from a Catholic catechism:
“QUESTION: How prove you that the church hath power to
command feast and holy days?

137

“ANSWER: By the very act of changing the Sabbath into
Sunday, which Protestants allow of: and therefore they fondly

138
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contradict themselves by keeping Sunday strictly and break-
ing most other feasts commanded by the same church.

139

“QUESTION: Have you any other way of proving that the
church has power to institute festivals of precept?

140

“ANSWER: Had she not had such power she could not have
substituted the observance of Sunday, the first day of the
week, 

141

for the observance of Saturday, the seventh day, a change for
which there is no scriptural authority.” 
–An Abridgment of the Christian Doctrine, Henry Tuberville,

p. 58.

142

Sunday is the mark of the Roman Church’s religious authority,
according to her own testimony.
She readily admits that she changed the day of worship from
Saturday to Sunday, and further,

143

she says this act is the “mark of her ecclesiastical power and
authority.” (Letter from C.F. Thomas, Chancellor to Cardinal
Gibbons, October 28, 1895.)

144

The Roman Church challenges Protestants to show why they
have desecrated God’s day and turned from

(Video: 2 sec) the Bible Sabbath to follow a day that was insti-
tuted by

145
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(Video: 5 sec) custom,
tradition,
and the church of Rome. 

146

(Text: Daniel 7:25)
Daniel predicted that this beast power would “...think to
change times and laws...” 
Daniel 7:25.

147

(Text: Daniel 8:12)
He also predicted that this power would cast “...the truth to
the ground. He did all this and prospered.” Daniel 8:12

148

John predicted that Satan will try to force everyone to receive
the mark of the beast:

149

(Text: Revelation 13:16, 17)
“He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and
slave, to receive a mark on their right hand, or on their fore-
heads,

150

and that no man may buy or sell, except one that has the mark,
or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” 
Revelation 13:16, 17.

151

In order for this power to fulfill all of this prophecy, it will try
by using the power of civil governments to enforce its mark of
authority at the end of time on everyone. 
Notice how God clearly identifies this power:

152

(Text: Revelation 13:18)
“Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate
the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man:

153
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His number is 666.” 
Revelation 13:18.

154

What does “the number of the beast” mean, you may be ask-
ing. Many people have asked that question.

155

We shall let the Catholic Church answer. Latin is the official
language of the Catholic Church. 
The pope, in Catholic theology, stands for the whole church.

156

One of the pope’s titles is said to be Vicarius Filii Dei, mean-
ing “Vicar of the Son of God,”

157

“Catholics hold that the Church, which is a visible society,
must have a visible head.”

158

(Video: 9 sec) You will see that the numerical values of the
Latin letters is easy to calculate

159

Vicarius Filii Dei
Vicarius 5,1,100,0,0,1,5,0 = 112
Filii 0,1,50,1,1 = 53
Dei 500 0 1 = 501
=666

Here is another clear identifying mark that the church of
Rome is the beast power of Revelation 13.
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What may we conclude from a study of the prophecies in
God’s Word?
We can see that the time is coming and is not far distant, when
everyone will be required to keep the first day of the week in
direct violation of the command of God!

160

A recent directive entitled: “Apostolic Letter, Dies Domini, of
the Holy Father, John Paul II, to the Bishops, Clergy, and
Faithful of the Church, on keeping the Lord’s Day Holy,”
has been sent out to the church leaders admonishing them to
press for the keeping of Sunday as a time of rest and worship.

161

Could it be that this well-intentioned letter is setting the stage
for laws favoring Sunday observance rather than the Bible
Sabbath?

It even goes so far as to suggest that they should work toward
civil legislation to make it a reality.
Does that sound familiar? 
Just as the prophecy says!

162

A question that many people ask is, “Does anyone have the
mark of the beast now?”
No, not a single person has the mark of the beast yet. 
God has true followers in every church.

163

When the mark of the beast is enforced by civil law, every per-
son must then choose between allegiance to God by keeping
the Sabbath according to the commandments of God—

164

or allegiance to the beast by keeping the day substituted by
man’s authority.
Then, and only then, will anyone receive the mark of the
beast!

To every soul will come the crucial test: Shall I obey God or
shall I obey man? 
It is not just a matter of days. 
It is a matter of masters!
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(Text: Romans 6:16)
Paul wrote: “Do you not know that to whom you present your-
selves slaves to obey,

165

you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin lead-
ing to death,

166

or of obedience leading to righteousness?” 
Romans 6:16.

167

A most solemn moment will soon face every inhabitant on
Earth. 
No one will be able to buy or sell who does not have the mark
of the beast.

168

First comes a boycott, then the death decree. 
And for those who receive the mark of the beast, the seven last
plagues.

169

Do you see why this issue is so important? 
Why it is a life and death matter? 
Why it is so vital that we choose now to honor God?

There is good news for those who choose to honor God and
receive His seal.

170

(Text: Isaiah 33:16)
They may not be able to buy or sell, but God says, “Bread will
be given him; his water will be sure.” 
Isaiah 33:16.

171
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(Text: Psalm 91:5-8)
And concerning the plagues to be poured out upon the earth,
God promises: “You shall not be afraid of the terror by night,
nor of the arrow that flies by day,

172

nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, nor of the
destruction that lays waste at noonday.

173

A thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your
right hand; but it shall not come near you.

174

Only with your eyes shall you look, and see the reward of the
wicked.” 
Psalm 91:5-8”
And, as if you might still wonder what will happen, the Bible
says,

175

(Text: Psalm 91:9-11)
“Because you have made the Lord ...even the Most High
dwelling place,

176

no evil shall befall you, nor shall any plague come near your
dwelling;

177

for He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in
all your ways.” 
Psalm 91:9-11.
But God gives a wonderful promise to those who choose to
follow Him:

178

(Text: Daniel 12:1)
“At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who
stands watch over the sons of your people.

179
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And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since
there was a nation, even to that time.

180

And at that time your people shall be delivered. Everyone who
is found written in the book.” 
Daniel 12:1.
John was shown a vision of those who gained the victory over
the beast:

181

(Text: Revelation 15:2)
“And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and
them that had gotten the victory over the beast,

182

and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number
of his name,

183

stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.” 
Revelation 15:2.
Even now, God is pleading with His true followers to step out
of the counterfeit religious systems to follow Him completely.

184

(Text: Revelation 18:4)
“Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins,

185

and lest you receive of her plagues.” Revelation 18:4.

186

It costs something to choose to follow God. Remember the
three Hebrews who courageously, even in the face of certain
death, and without any delay to rationalize, took their stand
for God?

187
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God through His Holy Spirit has been speaking to you
through these meetings.  He is making his last call to a dying
world to get ready for the Second Coming of His Son.  

188

He is coming to take home with Him those who have chosen
to follow Him all of the way.  Won’t you like the three
Hebrews take your stand for God and His truth tonight?
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How to be Sure Your Money is Secure

1

Jesus talked a great deal about money.
Sixteen of His 38 parables were concerned with how to handle
money and possessions.  

2

In the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, an
amazing one out of every ten verses, or 288 verses in all, deal
directly with the subject of money and our possessions.  

There are approximately 500 verses in the Bible on prayer,
another 500 on faith, but a whopping 2,000 verses on money
and possessions.

Money must be an important subject to God.  
He doesn’t want us to worry about it.  
He wants us to trust Him to provide for our needs.

Many people spend a lot of time worrying about money prob-
lems—about how to pay for the things they want and need. 
They worry about the future too.

3

Will they have enough to live on when they retire? 
What will happen when they are too old or too ill to work any
longer?

4

People are seeking something stable or permanent. 
But where can we find security for the present and the future?
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God never intended that you and I would have to worry about
the present or the future.
If we would trust in Him we would not need to worry about
what is going to happen to us.

5

(Text: Matthew 6:31, 32)
“Therefore do not worry, saying, What shall we eat? 
Or, What shall we drink? Or, What shall we wear?

6

...For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
things.” 
Matthew 6:31, 32.
Let’s take a look at God’s eternal security plan for us.

7

It all started back in the Garden of Eden.

8

Planet Earth had just come from the Creator’s hands in all its
splendor and perfection, glorious beyond description.

9

The stroke of the Master Artist greeted the eye at every turn. 
Magnificent sunrises were rivaled only by breathtaking sun-
sets.

10

Peaceful lakes nestled between the hills.

11

Gorgeous flowers of every hue and blossoming vines delight-
ed the senses.

12
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Trees were drooping with the load of delicious fruit of every
kind.

13

Songbirds filled the air with their melodious songs. 
Animals in the lush meadows played and roamed unafraid.
The streams and lakes were alive with beautifully colored
fish. 
What a paradise, from pole to pole!

14

How much Adam and Eve must have enjoyed the perfect
world God had made for them.

15

(Text: Genesis 2:8)
But there was more! “The Lord God planted a garden . . . and
there He put the man whom He had formed.” Genesis 2:8.

16

Just think! Somewhere amid the wonder and beauty of the
newborn world, God designed a garden home for Adam and
Eve.

17

The most lavish home on Earth cannot begin to compare with
the world’s original garden home. 
Not only did God provide a lovely home for them, He also
explained the wonderful food he had provided for them.

18

(Text: Genesis 1:29)
“...I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the
face of all the earth,

19

and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for
food.” 
Genesis 1:29.

20
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Adam and Eve had no rent to pay, no taxes to worry about, no
locks or keys, no vandals or burglars, no hospitals or drug-
stores.

21

They enjoyed perfect health and endless youth, undying com-
mitment to each other, and a boundless love for God.
God wanted them to share these blessings, so He said,

22

(Text: Genesis 1:28)
“...Be fruitful, and multiply, fill the earth and subdue it...” 
Genesis 1:28.

23

We Are Stewards of God’s Property

24

It was God’s design that one big, happy, healthy family inhab-
it Planet Earth.
God also knew that mankind should have work to do, tasks he
would enjoy  accomplishing.

25

(Text: Genesis 1:28)
So He told Adam and Eve: “...Have dominion over the fish of
the sea, over the birds of the air,

26

and over every living thing that moves on the earth . . .

27

(Text: Genesis 2:15)
Then the Lord God took the man, and put him in the Garden
of Eden to tend and keep it.” 
Genesis 1:28; 2:15.

28
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(Video:5 sec) While everything in the world belongs to God,
He entrusted mankind with the stewardship of the earth.
God is the Owner, we are the stewards, managing God’s prop-
erty.

29

(Text: Psalm 24:1)
The Bible says, “The earth is the Lord’s and all its fullness, the
world and those who dwell therein.” 
Psalm 24:1.

30

(Text: Psalm 50:10, 11)
Again, God says, “For every beast of the forest is Mine, and
the cattle on a thousand hills.

31

I know all the birds of the mountains. And the wild beasts of
the field are Mine.” 
Psalm 50:10,11

32

It is God who gives us the ability to make money.
We really don’t own anything! 
As our Creator, God has a claim on our possessions and our
lives.

33

(Text: Deuteronomy 8:18)
“And you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who
gives you power to get wealth,

34

that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your
fathers, as it is this day.” 
Deuteronomy 8:18.

35

Webster’s New World Dictionary defines steward as “One
who acts as a supervisor of finances and property for another.”

36
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Today when a person enters into a stewardship relationship,
he wants to know what the owner expects of him. 
This is the understanding God had with Adam, for the Bible
states,

(Text: Genesis 2:16, 17)
“...Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;

37

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat,

38

for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 
Genesis 2:16, 17.

39

(Video: 20 sec) God tested man’s love and loyalty.
Adam and Eve could eat from all the other trees in the garden,
but they were not to eat the fruit of that specific tree.

40

By obeying God, they would show their recognition of His
ownership. 
If they were faithful stewards and chose to maintain their alle-
giance to God, they would live forever in a world that was a
paradise!

Adam and Eve failed the one simple test God required of
them.
They were unfaithful stewards, and they lost everything: their
garden home, immortality, love, happiness, security, clear con-
sciences, and face to face walks and talks with God!

They fell from royalty to slavery.
And behind it all in deep satisfaction was Satan, the rebel
angel who hoped to have full control of earth forever.

41
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However, Satan’s dominion was shattered by Christ’s entrance
into the world centuries later.

42

Satan’s plan was to deceive the divine Son of God as easily as
he had deceived Adam and Eve.
Satan waited until Jesus had fasted for forty days.

43

(Text: Matthew 4:8, 9)
(Video: 4 sec) Then he took Him up to an “exceedingly high
mountain ...

44

and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world...

45

And  he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give you if You
will fall down and worship me.’” Matthew 4:8, 9.

46

Satan hoped to entice Jesus with the kingdoms of this world,
but he did not succeed.  The “things” that satan had promised
to give Christ were not his to give!

47

He had stolen a planet by fraud and deceit. 
And Jesus would not sell out His relationship with His Father
for the whole world of wealth and glitter.

Ultimately Satan’s fate was forever sealed at Calvary.
By Christ’s death on the cross, Satan was defeated!
Christ’s death made possible the restoration of Planet Earth.

48
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Everything we are and everything we have has been made
possible by Christ’s eternal gift to the human family.
Whether we love Him or not, our very lives and all our posses-
sions are His property.

49

Not only is He our Creator, He is our Redeemer! 
And like Adam and Eve, we are stewards of what God
entrusts to us.  So what does He require of us?  

50

(Text: 1 Corinthians 4:2)
“Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faith-
ful.” 
1 Corinthians 4:2

51

We Are Stewards of God’s Gift of Life
The greatest of all God’s gifts is life itself.
The apostle Paul declares:

52

(Text: Acts 17:24, 25)
“God, who made the world and everything in it . . .

53

gives to all life, breath, and all things.” 
Acts 17:24, 25.

54

Our life originates with God, and He sustains it. 
Every heartbeat, every breath of air, every pulse of our bodies
is a gift from God.

55

(Text: Romans 12:1)
Paul wrote: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice,

56
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holy acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” 
Romans 12:1.
A “living sacrifice” means unreserved commitment, or sub-
mission to Christ and His leadership in our lives.

57

(Text: Acts 10:38)
Christ “went about doing good”, Acts 10:38

58

He is our example; we are to follow His example-unselfish
service.

59

We Are Stewards of the Time God Gives Us
We are not only stewards of money, we are also stewards of
our time. 
Someone has said that “time is the stuff life is made of.”
The psalmist requested of God,

60

(Text: Psalm 90:12)
“So teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of
wisdom.” 
Psalm 90:12.

61

(Video: 6 sec) To waste time is to waste life—to squander that
talent which God Himself has given to each man and woman.

62

Every person has the same number of hours in a day, the same
number of minutes in those hours, and will be held account-
able for the choices made to fill them.

God expects that we use our time wisely in a general sense. He
also expects us to set aside a specific time period-the Sabbath,
the seventh day of the week, as a means of expressing our
belief in Him as our Creator.

63
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While all our time belongs to God, He asks that the seventh-
day Sabbath be devoted to fellowship with Him, resting in
His Word and drawing refreshment from His promises.

64

He invites us to put aside the weekly pressures of work, shop-
ping and worldly pursuits, and remember Him as our Creator
and Redeemer.

We Are Stewards of the Talents God Gives Us
“Well,” you ask, “What are the specific talents for which we
are responsible as God’s stewards? I don’t think I have any tal-
ents.”

65

Today, the word talent usually means the ability to sing well,
play an instrument, paint a picture, sew a dress, write, or
organize.

66

These are talents, to be sure, but the talents God had in mind
were not limited to these. 
As God’s stewards, we are responsible for everything He gives
us, including life, time, abilities, and possessions.

67

One day God will ask us to enrich ourselves and satisfy our
whims and pleasures or to bless others! 
Jesus said, “Follow Me.” 
He lived unselfishly.

(Text: Acts 10:38)
The Bible says Jesus was one  “…who went about doing
good….” Acts 10:38. Most of us are content to just “go about.”

68

Our talents are not to be used to get the praise of men or to
earn merit with God. 
They are loaned to us to bless others.

69
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(Text: 1 Corinthians 4:7)
Paul wrote: “...And what do you have that you did not receive?

70

Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you
had not received it?” 
1 Corinthians 4:7.

71

We Are Stewards of the Money God Gives Us

72

(Text: Matthew 6:33)
As we “...Seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteous-
ness” 
(Matthew 6:33), we discover God’s blessings are showered
upon us.

73

In addition to giving of our time, we find in Scripture that
dedication to God includes returning to Him a portion of His
material blessings. 

74

(Video: 11 sec) 
One day Abraham’s nephew Lot and his family were taken
captive from their home in Sodom by an enemy tribe.

75

When the news reached Abraham, he determined to rescue Lot
and the others.  He prayed for God to be with him and give
him success. God was with Him.  
Lot and his family were rescued and treasures of the enemy
were brought back.

When Abraham approached Sodom, the king came out to meet
him, urging him to keep the treasures he had recovered, only
returning the captives.

76
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But Abraham refused to take anything for himself.
Melchizedek, a priest of God, brought Abraham a meal and
blessed him.

(Text: Genesis 14:20)
Then Abraham “...gave him a tithe of all.” 
Genesis 14:20.

77

Abraham wanted to express his appreciation for God’s help in
securing the release of Lot, acknowledging God’s ownership
and blessings.

78

One hundred and fifty years later, Abraham’s grandson
expressed his gratitude to God in the same way.
While fleeing from his angry brother, Jacob felt utterly alone
and afraid.

79

He desperately wanted the protection of God, but he felt so
guilty for robbing his brother Esau that he feared God had
forsaken him and would not forgive him.

With a great sense of remorse, Jacob confessed his wrongs to
God and then wearily lay down on the ground and slept.

80

(Text: Genesis 28:12, 22)
(Video: 5 sec) “Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set
up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven;

81

and there the angels of God were ascending and descending
on it.” 
Genesis 28:12. 
When Jacob awoke, he knew God had spoken, promising
guidance and protection.

82
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Deeply touched, he gratefully promised, “...Of all that You
give me I will surely give a tenth to You.” 
Verse 22.

83

King David felt the same way when he asked,

84

(Text: Psalm 116:12)
“What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits towards
me?” 
Psalm 116:12.

85

Have you ever wondered how to thank God for His incredible
goodness to you—for the gift of life, family, health, material
blessings? 
Do you sometimes wonder if “thank you” is enough?

The Bible principle of stewardship provides a tangible way of
expressing our appreciation to God for all His benefits.

Jacob said he would return to God a tenth, or tithe, of all he
received, just as his grandfather, Abraham, had done.

86

(Video: 8 sec) The first written instruction regarding tithing, or
returning a tenth to the Lord, is recorded in the Book of
Leviticus.

87

(Text: Leviticus 27:30)
“And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land
or the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s.
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It is holy to the Lord.” 
Leviticus 27:30.

88

As we return the Lords tithe we are continually impressed
with the truth that God is the Creator and the Source of every
blessing. 
And how is the tithe to be used?

89

(Text: Numbers 18:21)
The Book of Numbers gives a clear explanation: ”Behold,I
have given the children of Levi (ministers in the service of the
God) all the tithes in Israel as an inheritance in return for the
work which they perform,

90

the work of the tabernacle of meeting.” 
Numbers 18:21.

91

Throughout the Bible, we find that the tithe always supported
the work of God.

92

(Text: 1 Corinthians 9:13, 14)
In the New Testament, Paul explains, “Do you not know that
those who minister the holy things eat of the things of the
temple,

93

and those who serve at the altar partake of the offerings of the
altar?

94

Even so the Lord has commanded that those who preach the
gospel should live from the gospel.” 
1 Corinthians 9:13, 14.

95
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Christ commended the tithing system at the same time He
rebuked the scribes and Pharisees for their narrow-minded
approach to religion: 

96

(Text: Matthew 23:23)
“...For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cumin, and have
neglected the weightier matters of the law:

97

justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done,
without leaving the others undone.” 
Matthew 23:23.

98

Perhaps you are wondering how you could possibly give a
tenth of your income to the Lord. 
Many people have wondered that!
But then somehow they made the decision to trust God’s guid-
ance and wisdom and to return the tithe to Him.

99

Weeks later, these same persons enthusiastically testified that
a miracle had happened in their lives!

100

Somehow, nine-tenths of their income stretched farther than
ten tenths ever did! 
Here is the secret to financial security!

Some people ask, “Isn’t tithing only for the Jews?” 
To such we ask, “Are the blessings of heaven only for Jews?”

101

There was Jim who squeezed an honest tithe out of a scant
paycheck. 
It seemed hard at first, but later he was blessed with his own
business that flourished and brought financial security.

102
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Now he gives God the credit for his financial success and
delights in giving to advance the Lord’s work.

103

Or take Ed, for example, who took a leap of faith by closing
his business on Sabbaths—the busiest day of the season—
only to be rewarded by increased business on the other six
days of the week! God is a promise keeper!

104

Such Christians have discovered firsthand the blessings prom-
ised in Malachi:

105

(Text: Malachi 3:10)
“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be
food in My house, and try Me now in this,

106

says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open for you the windows
of heaven

107

and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room
enough to receive it.” 
Malachi 3:10.

108

The Lord says the tenth of everything is holy to Him. 
He gives us the privilege of returning it to Him in order to test
our stewardship, to see if we will honor and acknowledge His
ownership.

109

If we refuse to do that, we are actually robbing God, according
to the Bible.

110
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(Text: Malachi 3:8)
“...But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes
and offerings.” 
Malachi 3 8.

111

While the tithe, or tenth part of our income, belongs to God,
we are invited to give abundantly, even beyond that portion
which is already rightfully God’s. 
With offerings, it is left up to each of us to decide how far our
generosity is to extend.

112

(Text: Luke 6:38)
However, there are some guidelines in the Bible. 
Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, and running over….”  Luke
6:38.

113

God’s plan for financing His work on earth is simple and
beautiful. 
He asks His people to give from their hearts, never fearing for
their own needs, which will ultimately be met far beyond
expectation.

114

Perhaps you are thinking, if God owns everything, the gold,
silver, cattle, and land and us, why does He need my money? 
The tithing system is God’s plan for financing His work on
earth.

115

He never intended the church to be financed by lotteries,
bingo games, or raffles! 
And isn’t tithing a responsible way to finance the ministry?

116

Each person gives according to what he receives.

117

If you earn a thousand dollars [insert name of local currency],

118
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you return one hundred dollars to God.

119

If you earn a hundred,

120

you return ten dollars. Could anything be more fair?

121

Whatever we give to God, He gives more to us.  We always
receive more than we give.
As we return the tithe to God, we express our appreciation for
what He had done for us, and we become less self-centered
and greedy.

122

We become more concerned for others.  And as we share our
blessings with them, we grow in love and compassion, becom-
ing more and more like Jesus.
That is God’s plan for our growth in Christ.
Jesus told wonderful stories to illustrate His teaching.

123

Here is one of the most interesting: a diligent, industrious
farmer worked hard and had a tremendous crop at harvest
time.
The harvest was so great that his barns couldn’t contain it. 
They were already bursting and the crop wasn’t in yet.

124

What could he do? It was a dilemma. 
He struggled over the decision. 
Should he give the excess to the poor? 
But it was his.

Had he not been the one who planned carefully and used his
wisdom and agricultural expertise to make this the most pros-
perous farm in the valley?
He convinced himself of what to do:

125
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(Text: Luke 12:18-21)
“...I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater,
and there I will store all my crops and my goods.

126

And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have many goods laid up
for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” 
Luke 12:18, 19.

127

“But God said to him, fool! This night your soul will be
required of you:

128

then whose will those things be, which you have provided?

129

So is he who lays up treasures for himself, and is not rich
toward God.” 
Luke 12:20, 21.

130

This rich farmer did not acknowledge where his blessings
came from. 
He did not recognize his Creator or his obligation as a stew-
ard.

131

He utterly forgot the poor, the orphans, the widows or home-
less. 
He thought only of himself. 
This man had a heart problem.

(Text: Matthew 6:21)
Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.” 
Matthew 6:21.
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Jesus was very serious about our attitude toward our posses-
sions, for if not surrendered to Jesus, they could lead us away
from God, even resulting in the loss of eternal life.

(Text: Matthew 16:26)
He said, “What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole
world and lose his own soul?...” 
Matthew 16:26

133

The problem with modern man is that his life has become so
complex and his schedule so busy that he either forgets or
does not take time to remember where all his blessings come
from.

134

(Video: 6 sec) He fails to consider the price that was paid to
redeem him from sin. 
As a result, he neglects to honor God with his time, talents,
and his treasures. 
Each of us need to be reminded daily that—

135

“The things that we love and hold dear to our hearts

136

Are just borrowed; they’re not ours at all.

137

Jesus only lets us use them to brighten our lives,

138

So remind us, remind us, dear Lord.
– adapted from Dottie Rambo,

“Remind Me, Dear Lord”

139
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Everything we have is a gift from God.  
Our lives are a gift from God.  
Our health is a gift from God.  
Every breath we take is a gift from God.  

140

The food we eat, the clothes we wear, the house we live in are
a gifts from God.
When we give back to God, we are saying, “Thank you, Lord,
for what you have given me.”  

Would you like to say, “Lord, I want to place you first in my
finances and in every area of my life?” 
If you do, will you raise your hand as we pray?


