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Where Can We Find it Today?

1

The story is told of a young man in ancient Greece who want-
ed to find truth.  
He approached an old man who was considered the wisest
man in the city.

2

The young man asked the old man, “Wise Sir, tell me please,
‘How can I find truth?  Can you lead me to it?’” 
The wise old man got up and began walking.  
The young man followed.  They walked through the streets of
the city to the sea shore.  

The old man kept walking into the water.
When they were out about waist deep, the old man told the
young man to put his hands upon his head.  
The old man dunked the young man under the water.

Three times the young man came up gasping for air.  Three
times the wise old man pushed his head down again.  By the
third time, the young man was screaming, “All I wanted was
to find truth!”  

The wise man responded, “When you desire truth as much as
you wanted this breath of air, you shall find it.”
God is not holding back truth from us.  Jeremiah the prophet
says,

(Text: Jeremiah 29:13)
“And you shall seek me and find me when you search for me
with all of your heart.”  Jeremiah 29:13
But some people are searching in all of the wrong places.

3

It’s been said that each of us is born with a “God-shaped vacu-
um” inside us. 
We are born, it seems, with an inexpressible craving for some-
thing we don’t have.

4
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Subconsciously, we seem to be seeking something we cannot
describe—but something we know we want and need!

So in restless boredom, we seek to fill the void in our lives
with fame, fortune, drugs, alcohol, possessions and leisure-
time activities, only to discover when the prize is won that
there is no lasting satisfaction. 

5

And sooner or later, chances are that in a lonely night of sleep-
lessness, the haunting question of an ancient prophet will
echo from the past:

6

(Text: Isaiah 55:2)
“Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your
wages for what does not satisfy?” Isaiah 55:2.
Jesus understood the temporary satisfaction of possessing
“things.”

7

(Text: Luke 12:15)
He said, “A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his
possessions.” 
Luke 12:15.

8

People today sense the need for a power outside of them-
selves. 
This is nothing new.

9

Ever since man chose to go his own way in the Garden of
Eden, he has had this strange emptiness that only God can fill.

10

God allowed the children of Israel in their wilderness wander-
ings to become hungry so they would recognize their need of
Him. 
God spoke to the Israelites through Moses, saying,

11
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(Text: Deuteronomy 8:3)
“So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger,

12

... that He might make you know that man shall not live by
bread alone;

13

but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of
the LORD.” 
Deuteronomy 8:3

14

Evidently God allows us to sense an inner hunger and rest-
lessness, so we will reach out and let God satisfy our longings.

15

Today, we see a great interest in various forms of religion. 
With the tremendous emphasis today on uniting religions and
the push to break down denominational walls,
there is much more study and thought concerning various
forms of religions and the church.

16

New churches are rapidly springing up around the world.  
Each claims to be God’s special people with a message of truth
for everyone on earth. 
Yet consideration of those claims would make it obvious that
not all claims can be true.

17

They each claim the Bible as the foundation for their beliefs,
but their teachings are very different.

18

How can sincere people sort out all the claims of these reli-
gions and know for certain what is truth.
Does God really have a special group within Christendom that
He recognizes as His church today? 
Evidently, for Paul wrote:

19
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(Text: Ephesians 4:4)
“There is one body and one Spirit-just as you were called to
one hope  of your calling.

20

one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

21

one God and Father of all.” 
Ephesians 4:4-6

22

(Text: 1 Timothy 3:15)
Paul wrote to his young friend, Timothy, and said, “I write so
that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the
house of God,

23

which is the church of the living God , the pillar and ground
of the truth.” 
I Timothy 3:15.

24

Paul clearly states that God’s church today is the pillar and the
ground of the truth, but how do we discover which church has
the truth.  

There are so many denominations, so much controversy, so
much confusion in the religious community.

25

Friends, according to Scripture, Jesus never intended there to
be any confusion, and certainly not all these denominations. 
Just before His crucifixion, Jesus prayed:

26
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(Text: John 17:21)
“That they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in
You;

27

that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe
that You sent Me.” 
John 17:21.

28

Jesus wanted the world to be able to recognize His followers
by their unity and love. 
Christ did not want any divisions in His church.

(Text: 1 Corinthians 12:25)
In fact, Paul wrote that “there should be no schism (division)
in the body.” 
1 Corinthians 12:25.

29

But Paul said that apostasy would come, and with it, division!

30

(Text: Acts 20:28-30)
We read: “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the
flock . . . to shepherd the church of God....

31

For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will
come in among you, not sparing the flock.

32

Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking per-
verse things,

33
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to draw away the disciples after themselves.” 
Acts 20:28-30.

34

As we turn the pages of church history, we discover this is
exactly what happened. 
False teachers arose, and some accepted their errors and left
the church.

35

Others became confused. Disciples were drawn away, and
there was a gradual falling away from the teaching of Jesus.
But through it all, God has had a church which remained
faithful.

But some people say, “It would take a lifetime to study the
teachings of every religion to find which is the true church of
God?”
But there is a simpler way.
God’s way!

36

Government authorities tell us that it is quite easy to distin-
guish a genuine bill from a counterfeit. 
You see, they study the characteristics of the genuine bill in
depth.

37

They know the fibrous texture of the paper, the color fastness
of the ink, the symbols and the proper order of serial numbers
of the genuine. (describe currency)

38

As they look at a bill, they can quickly compare it with the
distinguishing features of the genuine. 
If it lacks any one of the characteristics, it is a counterfeit.

And it is the same with truth.   

39
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We do not have to study the teachings of all the denomina-
tions for long hours, if we know the characteristics of God’s
true church as given in the Bible.
God does not leave man to guess which one it is, for God has
given us the facts in His Word:

40

(Text: Amos 3:7)
“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth His
secret unto his servants the prophets.” 
Amos 3:7.

41

The book of Revelation is a summary of all the prophecies in
the Bible.  It gives people special insight into the last days.
Here the apostasy and religious confusion that exists in these
last days of Earth’s history is revealed.

42

Revelation predicts the conflict between Christ’s church and
Satan.
Chapter 12 gives a panoramic view of church history from
Christ’s time to the end of the world:

(Text: Revelation 12:1,2)
“And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman
clothed with the sun,

43

and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of 12
stars:

44

And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained
to be delivered.” 
Revelation 12:1, 2.

45

Here God pictures a woman in white, clothed with the sun,
standing on the moon with a crown of 12 stars on her head. 
What does it all mean?

46
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In Bible prophecy, a pure woman represents God’s people—
His church. 
The prophet Jeremiah wrote:

(Text: Jeremiah 6:2)
“I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate
woman.” 
Jeremiah 6:2
And who is “Zion”? Through Isaiah, God said,

47

(Text: Isaiah 51:16)
“...Say to Zion, ‘You are My people.’” 
Isaiah 51:16.

48

As we link these two texts, we see that God used a virtuous
woman to represent His true church. 
The apostle Paul uses the same terminology to describe the
Corinthian church.

(Text: 2 Corinthians 11:2)
“For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present
you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” 
2 Corinthians 11:2.

49

(Text: Revelation 17:3-5)
However, John was also shown another woman, whom he
described in Revelation 17: 
“And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full
of names of blasphemy....

50

The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned
with gold and precious stones and pearls,

51

having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the
filthiness of her fornication.

52
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And on her forehead a name was written:

53

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR-
LOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” 
Revelation 17:3-5.

54

This symbolic language describes an impure  woman—the
false church.  The fallen church has been unfaithful to Christ
and has compromised Bible truth.

55

James used similar words to describe those who forsake God’s
teachings and join the world:

(Text: James 4:4)
“Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friend-
ship with the world is enmity with God.” 
James 4:4.

56

A fallen woman, then, represents a false church, and a pure
woman represents a pure church. 
Let’s look again at the prophecy of the pure woman.
Pure woman=Pure church
False woman=False church

57

(Text: Revelation 12:2,4)
“She being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to
be delivered...

58

And the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to
be delivered,

59
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for to devour her child as soon as it was born.” 
Revelation 12:2, 4.
Who is this dragon that stood before the woman to devour her
child as soon as he was born?

60

(Text: Revelation 12:7-9 )
“And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought,

61

but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in
heaven any longer.

62

So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the
Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world;

63

he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with
him.” 
Revelation 12:7-9.

64

(Text: Revelation 12:5)
Revelation also describes the child: “She bore a male Child
who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron.

65

And her Child was caught up to God and His throne.” 
Revelation 12: 5

66

Only one child in the history of the world was to “rule all
nations with a rod of iron and be “caught up to God and His
throne,” and that was Jesus. 
Speaking of the second coming of Christ,

67
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(Text: Revelation 19:15)
John said, “Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that
with it He should strike the nations.

68

And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron...” 
Revelation 19:15.
Paul tells how Jesus was “caught up to God’s throne,”

69

(Text: Ephesians 1:20)
when God “...raised him from the dead, and set him at His
own right hand in the heavenly places.” 
Ephesians 1:20.

70

The war that began in heaven moved to our world. 
Working through pagan Rome, Satan tried to take Jesus’ life as
soon as He was born.

71

Herod, the Roman governor, decreed that all male children
two years and under should be killed, but an angel warned
Mary and Joseph to escape with Jesus into Egypt.

The devil tempted Jesus throughout His ministry, hoping to
block God’s plan to save our fallen world.
Christ’s body hung on the cross, Satan thought he had won the
battle. 
But an empty tomb was Satan’s certain defeat.

72

Christ arose and ascended to His father’s throne. 
The prophecy was on schedule, just as predicted!
Failing in his attempt to destroy God’s Son, Satan turned his
wrath on the woman, or the Christian church.

73

All but one of Christ’s disciples died a martyr’s death.
If you want to hurt a parent,  how do you hurt them the most?  
By harming their children.  

74



20 – Set Free by the Truth

12

Satan could no longer touch Jesus.  
He was in Heaven of course.  
So he viciously attacked Jesus’ followers.

And the apostle Paul was beheaded outside the walls of
Rome. 
Christians were tortured and thrown into dungeons, many
sealing their testimony with their blood.

75

As long as the disciples were alive, the church stood firmly for
the truth. 
After the death of the disciples, with the passing of time, some
Christians compromised their faith and false teachings came
into the church.

76

“Toward the latter end of the second century, most of the
churches assumed a new form;

77

the first simplicity disappeared as the old disciples retired to
their graves.” 

–Ecclesiastical Research, p. 51.

78

In the fourth century, Emperor Constantine tried to hold the
Roman Empire together by uniting pagans and Christians into
one great system of religion.

79

As a result, Christianity became very popular.
Pagans were baptized into the church and brought many of
their beliefs and practices with them.
As the church embraced these errors, it lost sight of its pur-
pose.

One historian wrote, “The new Christians were, as far as
thinking and habits went, the same old pagans....Their surge
into the churches did not wipe out paganism.

80
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On the contrary, hordes of baptized pagans meant that pagan-
ism had diluted the moral energies of organized Christianity
to the point of impotence.” 

–Centuries of Christianity: A Concise History, p. 58.

81

However, during this time many Christians remained faithful
to God’s truths and protested the changes that had crept into
the church. 
They refused to compromise their position, and many were
persecuted for their stand.

82

Soon the Roman emperors issued edicts making it a crime
punishable by death to reject the false practices of the state
church.

(Text: Revelation 12:13)
Foreseeing it all, John wrote, 
“The dragon...persecuted the woman which brought forth the
man child.” 
Revelation 12:13. 

83

(Text: Revelation 12:6)
She “...fled into the wilderness, where she has a place pre-
pared by God,

84

that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred
and sixty days.” 
Revelation 12:6.

85

Notice that God reveals the time that His people were to be
persecuted: 1,260 days. 
We have already discovered that each day in Bible prophecy
stands for a year of literal time.

(Text: Ezekiel 4:6)
Ezekiel wrote, “...I have appointed thee each day for a year.” 
Ezekiel 4:6, KJV.

86
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So the oppression of God’s faithful people, as predicted in
Revelation, was to continue for l, 260 years.

87

History accurately confirms this Bible prophecy.
Roman Emperor Justinian ordered the Roman general
Belisarius to wipe out the last two Arian powers that opposed
the church in Rome.

88

The last of these powers was eliminated in A.D. 538, and
Justinian declared the bishop of Rome to be “the head of the
church, the true and effectual corrector of heretics.”
The reign of intolerance for so-called “heretics” began.

89

And faithful Christians who continued to cherish the truths
revealed in God’s Word found that the only way to preserve
their faith was to flee, just as Revelation predicted. 
The woman fled into the wilderness.

90

The Waldenses, Albigenses, and other faithful Christians fled
to the Alps in northern Italy and southern France, and the
Huguenots scattered throughout France.  They settled in
secluded valleys, remote caves, and high mountains.

91

They were hunted down as common criminals, and many were
slain. 
Their crime? They would not give up the teachings of Jesus.

Millions of Christians died rather than compromise their faith. 
Some historians estimate the death toll to be as high as 50 mil-
lion.

92

And many of those who died were martyred by other pro-
fessed Christians who believed they were doing the will of
God!
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God’s truth finally triumphed. 
The Bible was translated into the language of the people and
now through the invention of the printing presswas scattered
throughout the world.

93

No longer was God’s truth to be hidden. It was now to be
revealed!

Courageous reformers boldly proclaimed God’s Word. Some,
like Huss and Jerome, were burned at the stake.

94

Others, like Luther, Wycliffe, and Tyndale, were hunted and
persecuted.

95

However, with the discovery of America, new freedom and a
new refuge were provided for the persecuted Christians of
Europe.

96

On the shores of a newborn nation was laid the foundation of
civil and religious liberty.

97

(Video: 10 sec) The era of compromise and persecution predict-
ed in Revelation 12 finally came to an end in 1798.
It ended when Napoleon sent General Berthier to take the
pope captive—exactly 1,260 years after the period of persecu-
tion began in 538.

98

When this prophetic time period came to a close, God still had
a group of faithful believers who clung to the Bible and its
teachings.
The prophecy foretold that Satan would turn his fury upon
the church of God that remained after this prophetic period:

99
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(Text: Revelation 12:17)
“The dragon was wroth [angry] with the woman, and went to
make war with the remnant of her seed,

100

which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimo-
ny of Jesus Christ.” 
Revelation 12:17.

101

A remnant is the last portion of cloth left over from a larger
piece.
Just so, the “remnant” of God’s church is the last part of that
church-the church that exists at the very end of time just
before Jesus returns to earth again.

102

So translating this verse literally, we would say, “The devil
was angry...and went to make war with the last-day church.” 
Satan is furious that God’s people still follow God’s truths in
these last days.

103

John describes two characteristics by which we can recognize
this last-day church: 
“The dragon was wroth [angry] with the woman, and went to
make war with the remnant of her seed,

104

which keep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 12:17.
This remnant are those who keep all the commandments of
God.

105

Have the testimony  of Jesus Christ

106

But doesn’t every church teach that Christians should obey
God’s commands? 
Not exactly! But many religious bodies today teach their mem-
bers, in one way or another, to disobey some of God’s instruc-
tions.

107
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For example, some congregations are taught to bow before
images. 
Others ignore the sacredness of God’s name.

(Text: Exodus 20:8-10)
And most of the religious world has lost sight of the memorial
of creation described in the fourth commandment: 
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

108

Six days you shall labor and do all your work,

109

but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God.”  
Exodus 20:8-10.

110

(Text: Revelation 12:17)
Not only was God’s remnant, or last-day church, to keep the
commandments of God,
but the prophecy also says that it will “have the testimony of
Jesus Christ.” (Revelation 12:17)

111

(Text: Revelation 19:10)
Revelation 19:10 Says, “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy.”

112

God’s last-day church will have the gifts of the spirit, includ-
ing the spirit of prophecy.
We will study this special gift in more detail at a later time.
God gives several other characteristics to help us in our search
for His last-day church.

113

His people will be engaged in the mission of reaching the
world with the gospel, for Jesus commissioned His church:
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(Text: Matthew 28:19,20)
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,

114

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit,

115

teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded
you; and lo,

116

I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen.” 
Matthew 28:19, 20.

117

The command to preach the everlasting gospel in all the world
is symbolized in Revelation 14 by three angels flying in the
heavens.
The first part of this threefold message emphasizes two great
truths to be shared with every person:

118

(Text: Revelation 14:6,7)
“Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven,

119

having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on
the earth-

120

to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people-

121
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saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him, for
the hour of His judgment has come;

122

and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and
springs of water’.” 
Revelation 14:6, 7.

123

This is a warning to those living in Earth’s last hours to
remember that the day of judgment has come. 
It is also a reminder of the great memorial of God’s creative
power, the seventh-day Sabbath.

124

The second part of this three-fold message is found in verse 8:

(Text: Revelation 14:8)
“And another angel followed, saying, ‘Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city,

125

because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the
wrath of her fornication’.” 
Revelation 14:8.

126

This message calls God’s true people to separate from the con-
fused religious world. 
Their attention is to be called to the apostasy in religion today.
The last, and most solemn, appeal is given in the third portion
of this prophecy:

(Text: Revelation 14:9,10)
“Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice,

127
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‘If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his
mark on his forehead or on his hand,

128

he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God’...” 
Revelation 14:9, 10.

129

The world is to be warned against worshiping the beast and
his image or receiving his mark. 

130

(Text: John 10:16)
Jesus said, “And other sheep I have which are not of this fold;
them also I must bring,

131

and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and
one shepherd.” 
John 10:16.

132

God has faithful followers in all churches, but there will come
a time when there will be one true fold, or one true church.
Jesus said His sheep will be called out of these other folds that
have not carefully followed the teachings of God’s Word.

133

(Text: Revelation 18:4)
John the Revelator predicted that time: 
“And I heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out of
her, my people,

134

lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.” 
Revelation 18:4.

135



20 – Set Free by the Truth

21

God’s faithful followers will be called out of the religious
error and confusion that exists at the end of time.
You will want to notice how the Bible describes the people
who are called out of the religious confusion that will exist
just before Jesus returns.

(Text: Revelation 14:12,14)
“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus…”

136

“And I looked, and behold a white cloud , and upon the cloud
one sat like unto the Son of Man,

137

having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp
sickle.” 
Revelation 14:12, 14.

138

Let’s just briefly review some of the distinguishing character-
istics of God’s last-day church as given in the Bible:

139

God’s remnant church was to appear after the period of terri-
ble persecution which ended in 1798.

140

They will have the faith of Jesus, which leads them to keep all
the commandments of God.

141

They will proclaim the special warning messages of
Revelation to all the world to prepare a people for Jesus’
return.

142
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They will have the gifts of the Spirit, including the gift of
prophecy.

143

All churches may look alike at first glance,

144

but as you study God’s description of the genuine in His Holy
Word, it is quite easy to eliminate the ones that do not have
these Biblical characteristics.

145

Perhaps you have been searching, trying to sift through the
confusion in the religious world today, looking for God’s last-
day church.

I believe that there is only one true church.  It’s a Bible believ-
ing, Christ centered, Sabbath keeping, worldwide Advent
movement.  
That’s why I’m a Seventh-day Adventist.  
I believe this church meets all the characteristics.

As we have studied this remarkable prophecy, you can clearly
see that God does have a special message, and a special people
to carry that message to the whole world.
But it is not enough to know these biblical facts.

146

To have peace and happiness that comes from a complete walk
with Jesus Christ, it is also necessary for you to step out and
follow the truth as revealed in God’s Word, for Jesus said,  

147

(Text: John 13:17)
“If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.” 
John 13:17.

148
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God invites you to make one of the most important decisions
of your life.  
Do you believe you have heard God’s word preached during
this series?  

149

Do you believe you have heard God’s truth proclaimed during
this series?  
Do you believe the Holy Spirit has been impressing your
heart during this series?

When we hear God’s word, when we listen to God’s truth, the
Holy Spirit impresses us to make a decision.  
Now is the time for a decision.  

Would you like to say, “Yes, Lord, I accept your word.  Yes,
Jesus, I want to follow your truth.  Yes, Jesus, I yield to the
prompting of the Holy Spirit.  I will follow you all the way
now.  I choose to walk in the way of truth.”

If that is your decision, would you stand right now as we
pray?



21 – Messages From Beyond the Stars

1

God Stills Speaks Through His Prophets

1

In different parts of the world, scientists using powerful
radio-telescopes are listening for sounds from outer space.

2

They hope that maybe someday, they will hear a message from
intelligent beings on some other world.

3

There is evidence that a message has been beaming to Earth
for thousands of years now-but few are listening to it.

4

It’s a message from the Creator of this planet—a message of
love from a God trying to win back His rebellious children.

This separation between God and the human race has not
always existed.
Everything began beautifully on Planet Earth—a perfect world
for two perfect people, created in the image of God!

5

(Video: 7 sec) And there in their Garden home, God came and
walked and talked with them face to face. 
Just imagine them strolling along together in the cool of the
evening!

6

This is the way God planned it-a beautiful relationship of
togetherness! 
There was nothing to keep them apart. 
Those must have been delightful visits together.

7
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But sad to say, this relationship of love and togetherness lasted
only for two chapters in the Bible.

8

Genesis, chapter 3 tells a tragic story.
Adam and Eve sinned.

9

They rebelled against God’s rule of perfect love.  Sin sepa-
rates. Sin and God are incompatible. 
Adam and Eve could no longer have direct communication
and fellowship with God.

10

They listened to the serpent Lucifer and obeyed him instead
of God—and that’s sin.

11

(Text: Genesis 3:8)
The Bible says, “And they heard the voice of the Lord God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day:

12

and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the Lord God

13

amongst the trees of the garden.”  
Genesis 3:8.

14

Adam and Eve were hiding! 
They didn’t want to face God. 
They just wanted to hide. 
That’s what sin does.
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It separates and shatters love relationships between God and
man, and between man and others.

15

(Text: Isaiah 59:2)
The prophet Isaiah wrote: “But your iniquities have separated
you from your God;

16

and your sins have hidden His face from you...” 
Isaiah 59:2.

17

Yes, sin separated us from God, but it didn’t separate us from
His love. 
God found a way of keeping in touch with sinful man. 
Love always finds a way of keeping in touch!

He established another way of communicating with His chil-
dren on Planet Earth—a way of guiding and instructing, and
revealing His plans.

18

He chose men and women He could trust to be His mouth-
piece, to communicate His love and plans to mankind.

Among those He chose were Moses, Miriam, Samuel, Elijah,
Huldah, Deborah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and many more.

19

Prophets and prophetesses were spokespeople for God!

20
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This was God’s way of saying, “I love you, I care about you,
and I have a plan to help you.”

21

The Bible records many conversations between the Lord and
different Bible characters, but it wasn’t the same as the conver-
sations and fellowship that Adam and Eve had enjoyed in the
Garden of Eden.

22

Sometimes God spoke through the Holy Spirit, sometimes by
the holy angels, and at other times through people whom He
chose to be His messengers.

23

During the first 2,500 years of human history, there was no
written revelation from God so far as we have been able to
discover.

Those who were taught of God must have shared verbally
what He had told them.
However, the most frequently chosen channel God used to
communicate with His people

(Text: Amos 3:7)
(Video: 6 sec) has been the channel of prophets and prophet-
esses-men and women who spoke for God at the moving of
the Holy Spirit.

24

This shouldn’t be too surprising, for the Bible clearly states:
“Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His
secret to His servants the prophets.” Amos 3:7.

Let’s notice how these prophets received their messages:

25
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(Text: 2 Peter 1:21)
“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:

26

but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit.”
2 Peter 1:21
God had prophets, of course, even before the great Flood of
Noah’s day.

27

(Text: Judges 14)
Enoch proclaimed Christ’s second coming: “Now Enoch, the
seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying,

28

‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints’.” 
Jude 14.
Enoch is the first person mentioned in the Bible who had the
gift of prophecy.
But there were others!

29

(Text: Acts 3:21)
The Bible says, “God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy
prophets since the world began.” 
Acts 3:21.

30

Noah, another prophet, foretold the destruction of the world
by the flood 120 years before it came to pass.

After the Flood, we find many prophets and prophetesses-
including Miriam, Deborah, Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and
others.
They were teachers of righteousness.  They were moral and
spiritual guides, speaking for God. 

31

Sometimes God revealed His will to prophets and prophet-
esses by visions, sometimes by dreams, and sometimes
through the Word of God. 
But always through the Holy Spirit.

32
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(Text: Numbers 12:6)
The Lord said: ”. . .If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord,
make Myself known to him in a vision;

33

I speak to him in a dream.” 
Numbers 12:6.

34

Sometimes God’s messengers were instructed to speak for
God; sometimes they were to write or record a message from
Him.
In fact, the Bible is the product of the ministry of prophets. 
Every author was a part of God’s plan.

All spoke or wrote for Him “moved by His Spirit.”
Through them God sent a love letter to His children on earth.

35

It’s His way of saying, “I love you, and I want to keep in touch
with you.” 
And especially He wants us to know that He longs for the
time when we can fellowship together face-to-face!

36

All of the authors of the New Testament—Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John, Paul, James, Peter, and Jude—were a part of that
plan.

37

All had the gift of prophecy.
Of course, there were others during that time who were speak-
ing for God: Simon, Agabus, Barnabus, Anna,

(Text: Acts 21:9)
and Phillip’s four daughters “...which did prophesy.” 
All were instruments God used to reveal His will and to
encourage the early Christian church.

38
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Then Jesus came, to personally  demonstrate by words and
actions what God is really like. 
Never has the world witnessed a more eloquent
Communicator of God’s love and concern.

39

Nineteen centuries have passed since Calvary, yet men and
women and boys and girls still kneel at the foot of the cross
and pledge undying allegiance and devotion to the Saviour of
the world.

40

When Jesus returned to heaven, the Bible says He gave gifts
unto men-gifts which would strengthen and encourage His
followers:

(Text: Ephesians 4:8)
“Wherefore He saith, when He ascended upon high, He led
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.” 
Ephesians 4:8. 
What were these gifts?

41

(Text: Ephesians 4:11-15)
The Bible says, “And He gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists, and some, pastors and teach-
ers.” 
Ephesian 4:11.

42

Why did Jesus choose to give gifts to the church? 
Verse 12 says, “For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”

43

How long were these gifts to remain in the church? “Till we
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man,

44

unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 
Verse 13.
The Bible says that these gifts would give stability to the
church and strengthen the people.

45
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“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of doctrine,

46

by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they
lie in wait to deceive.” 
Verse 14.
Notice where the gift of prophecy stands in the list of “spiritu-
al gifts,” as Paul calls them.

47

(Text: 1 Corinthians 12:28)
“And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, second-
arily prophets...” 
1 Corinthians 12:28.

48

The gift of prophecy ranked second only to that of apostle-
ship, but it was to be a very important and necessary gift to
help the church function properly.

49

Paul likened the gifts of the Spirit to the various parts of the
human body.

50

He showed that the eyes, head, mouth, and other body parts
are all necessary for the body to function harmoniously and
efficiently.
Just so with the church. 
Without vision, for example, the church is blind!

(Text: Proverbs 29:28)
“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keep-
eth the law, happy is he.” 
Proverbs 29:18.

51

But, you say, “What happened to the gift of prophecy after
Christ returned to heaven and all His disciples died?”

52
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Not many generations passed until the church became care-
less, compromising, and unfaithful to God and His law.
Jeremiah records what happened when Israel apostatized for a
period of time:

53

(Text: Lamentations 2:9)
“The law is no more, and her prophets no longer find visions
from the Lord.”  
Lamentations 2:9.

54

As the early church adopted pagan rites and practices and dis-
carded fundamental truths of the Bible, one by one the spiritu-
al gifts were withheld.

55

During the time of the church’s apostasy, or the Dark Ages,
Bibles were chained to monastery pulpits. 
In general they were written in Hebrew, Greek and Latin.

56

The common people were forbidden to own or read the
Scriptures. 
Only priests were allowed to read and interpret the Bible.

57

A few faithful Christians held to the Bible and its truths.  
Despite persecution, they carried on missionary work and
shared portions of the Scriptures they possessed.
They planted the seeds of the Reformation long before
Wycliffe, Luther, and Huss.

(Video: 8 sec) Martin, Luther and others translated the Bible
into the common language of the people.   Persecution came,
but it only caused a greater desire for God’s Word.

58

And as people began to diligently search the Scriptures, old
truths hidden for centuries were discovered.
These truths were brought to the attention of the people, and a
great religious awakening resulted. 

59
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About this time there came into being a new religious move-
ment- a group of dedicated Christians, some Baptist, some
Methodists, some Presbyterians, and others - searching the
Scriptures and praying for light.

60

As they searched the Bible they discovered in the fourth com-
mandment of God the great memorial of His creation-a day
God asked His people to “remember.”
They read the Book of Revelation and saw the description of
God’s last-day people:

61

(Text: Revelation 14:12)
“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
Revelation 14:12.

62

As they read and studied other texts, they were impressed that
keeping the commandments of God involved keeping the
Bible Sabbath.

They accepted this memorial to creation and proclaimed the
Sabbath truth to the world

63

(Video: 11 sec) What about the gift of prophecy?  Would God
raise up the special gift of prophecy among this end time
Sabbath keeping people?  Does God have something special?

64

Is it not reasonable to conclude that God might have some-
thing special to say to this generation? 
Might God in His love for us living today want to keep in
touch with us?

(Text: Joel 2:28,31)
Listen: “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour
out My Spirit upon all flesh;

65
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and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.”

66

“...before the great and terrible day of the Lord come.” 
Joel 2:28, 31.

67

Notice that God said this would take place just prior to the
“Great and terrible day of the Lord”—or just before the com-
ing of Christ the second time.

68

God’s people are to have the gift of prophecy in their midst
during the closing hours of earth’s history.
Communicating with the church at Corinth,
Paul made this statement concerning God’s followers:

(Text: 1 Corinthians 1:7)
“So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
1 Corinthians 1:7.

69

We have already discovered that the people of God in the last
days will be characterized as those “who keep the
Commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus.”
Rev 12:17

70

“the patience of the saints

71

and keep the commandments of God”

72
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and they will have the testimony of Jesus.

73

(Text: Revelation 19:10)
We are told that “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophe-
cy.” 
Revelation 19:10.

74

In other words, the testimony of Jesus is the witness of Jesus
through the prophetic gift. 
According to Revelation, the church that remains as God’s
channel of communication in the last days is characterized

as having the faith of Jesus, keeping all the commandments of
God, and being blessed by the gift of prophecy.

Yes, God still wants to “keep in touch.” 
He still has something to say to this generation.

75

But, you might ask, “What about the possibility of deception? 
How can we tell the difference between a genuine prophet of
God and a false prophet?”

76

The possibility of deception has always existed. 
Throughout history there have been false and true prophets.
We don’t have to be concerned about false ones, though, if we
know how to recognize the genuine ones.

77

The Bible gives specific characteristics that identify a true
prophet:

78
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A true prophet’s message will be in complete harmony with
God’s Word and His law.

79

(Text: Isaiah 8:20)
“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according
to this word, it is  because there is no Light in them.” 
Isaiah 8:20.

80

A true prophet’s predictions must come to pass or be fulfilled
always!

81

(Text: Jeremiah 28:9)
“...When the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then
shall the prophet be known, that the Lord hath truly sent
him.” Jeremiah 28:9.

82

A true prophet prophesies to edify the church. 
One of the reasons God has given the gift of prophecy is to
build up His church.  If we are to discover the true gift we
must discover the true church.  They are linked together.

83

(Text: 1 Corinthians 14:3,4)
“But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification,
and exhortation, and comfort . . .

84

but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.” 
1 Corinthians 14:3, 4.

85

A true prophet will exalt Christ as the Son of God and the
Saviour of mankind:

86
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(Text: 1 John 4:1,2)
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits, whether
they are of God,

87

because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”

88

“Every  spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is of God.” 
1 John 4:1, 2.KJV

89

A true prophet or prophetess can be known by his or her life
and works.

90

(Text: Matthew 7:16,18)
“By their fruit you will recognize them. . . .

91

A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear
good fruit.” 
Matthew 7:16, 18.

92

Based on these texts, it becomes obvious that not everyone
who professes to be a prophet of God is a true prophet.

93

A true prophet’s message, his life, and actions must support
and strengthen the prophetic messages in the Bible and the
instructions and commands of God in His Holy Word.

94
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So no matter who claims to speak for God, apply the tests! 
If they fit, thank God! 
If they don’t,  follow Christ’s warning to “watch out” for them.

Let me share the story of how God chose to “keep in touch”
with His people.  It was a time when they were making
known to the world the truths which had been hidden for cen-
turies.  It was during the Great Religious Awakening early in
the 19th century.

95

There was tremendous interest in Bible study and prayer.
The prophecies of Daniel and Revelation held special interest.

Faithful Bible students studied these prophecies and eventual-
ly came to the conclusion that Jesus would come in their day.

96

As they continued to study they settled on the date of October
22, 1844.  However, October 22 passed and the glorious return
of Jesus did not take place.

97

It was a most bitter disappointment.  It provoked much
ridicule, scoffing, and misrepresentation.

98

(Video: 8 sec) Later, after much prayer and further Bible study,
the group discovered the date was correct, but the event was
wrong!
They had thought the “sanctuary” mentioned in Daniel 8:14
was the earth, but in this they were mistaken.

99

Instead of the earth being cleansed by fire, the sanctuary in
heaven was to be cleansed. This involved the final vindication
of God’s character and government.
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The people were crushed 
The disappointment seemed unbearable.
But a loving God never forsakes the sincere seeker for truth:
and He didn’t forsake these “advent” believers at this moment
of crises.

100

He wanted them to know that He cared-that He loved them
and wanted to help.
So at this most crucial moment, God chose to restore the gift
of prophecy to His people. 
It is a fascinating story from the start!

He chose a frail 17 year old girl and gave her a vision of the
triumph of God’s cause.  Ellen Harmon was given her first
vision soon after the Great Disappointment in December,
1844.

101

She was shown the advent people traveling an elevated road
to heaven with a brilliant light illuminating the pathway.

What an encouragement this message was to this small and
scattered group of advent believers, which would later become
known as Seventh-day Adventists.

102

This young woman who became Ellen White through her mar-
riage to Adventist pioneer James White was faithful to her
calling. For more than 70 years, she spoke, wrote, taught, and
counseled for God.

103

Although the scope of her ministry and expertise is astound-
ing, her greatest work, as she put it, was “to lead men and
women to the ‘greater light’”—the Bible.

She wrote: “Little heed is given to the Bible and the Lord has
given a lesser light to lead men and women to the ‘Greater
Light.’”

—Colporteur Ministry, p. 125.

104
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She championed the Holy Scriptures as the final court of
appeal in all doctrinal questions. 
To some who were criticizing the Word of God, she wrote:

105

“Cling to your Bible as it reads and stop your criticism in
regard to its validity and obey the Word,

106

and not one of you will be lost.” 
Selected Messages, Bk. 1, p. 18.

107

No woman author has ever produced as much published reli-
gious material as Ellen White did in books, magazine articles,
tracts, pamphlets,and personal letters.  Her messages of coun-
sel and reproof received from God were shared with His peo-
ple throughout her lifetime

108

Her writings include counsel on victorious Christian living,
diet, health, prenatal care, drugs, marriage and the home, child
guidance, education, and much, much, more.

109

Many of her writings are now more than 100 years old and
have been validated by modern scientific discoveries. 
She has been quoted by professors, doctors, news commenta-
tors, and others as an authority in many of these fields.

Dr. Clive M. McCay, the late professor of nutrition at Cornell
University, stated:

110

“The writings of Ellen G. White have been cited because they
provide a guide to nutrition that comprehends the whole
body.”

-Natural Food and Farming, May, 1958.



21 – Messages From Beyond the Stars

18

(Video: 4 sec) As far back as 1864, Ellen White wrote: “Tobacco
is a poison of the most deceitful and malignant kind....

111

It is all the more dangerous because its effects upon the sys-
tem are so slow, and scarcely perceivable.”

112

However, it wasn’t until 1957 that the American Cancer
Society and the American Heart Association concluded that
smoking was a causative factor in lung cancer!

113

In her day, those in the medical field must have questioned
her, for at that time it was thought that tobacco and cigar
smoke were an effective cure for lung disease.

In 1905 Mrs. White wrote that there were cancerous “germs.” 
She stated: “People are continually eating flesh that is filled
with tuberculosis and cancerous germs. . . .

114

Tuberculosis, cancer, and other fatal diseases are thus commu-
nicated.”

—The Ministry of Healing, p. 313.

115

Of course, today we would more accurately use the word
virus. 
Ninety-three years later, Newsweek magazine carried a story
titled “Viruses are Activating Factors in Cancer” 

116

“Dr. Wendell Stanley, University of California virologist and
Nobel Prize Winner,”

117
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went so far as to state without qualification that he believes
viruses cause most of all human cancer.”

—Newsweek, June 18, 1956.

118

In 1902, Ellen White warned that San Francisco and Oakland
would be visited by the Lord because they were becoming like
Sodom and Gomorrah. (Manuscript 1902, p. 114.)

119

On April 18, 1906 at 5:12 a.m., the Great San Francisco
Earthquake occurred. 
The prophecy was true. 
The predicted destruction did take place exactly as foretold.

120

Mrs. White’s achievements are all the more astounding when
we consider the overwhelming obstacles and handicaps which
confronted her throughout her lifetime.

Someone may be wondering who was Ellen White, and what
was she like?  
The answer takes us back to November 26, 1827.

121

On that date, twin girls, Elizabeth and Ellen, were born near
the little village of Gorham, Maine, to Eunice and Robert
Harmon. 
Ellen was the last of eight children.

122

At the age of nine an accident changed her life forever.
While returning home from school, Ellen was seriously
injured by a stone thrown by a classmate.

123

For three weeks she was unconscious. She was unable to con-
tinue her schooling, and it appeared that she would not live
long. 
She never got beyond the early grades of formal schooling.

124
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Years later Ellen looked back with mixed emotions on that
ninth year of her life. 
True, it was heartrending not being able to attend school-not
being able to run and play with her sisters and brothers.

125

But as one phase of her life seemingly ended, another began.
Ellen became an avid student of the Bible. She attended camp
meetings, revivals, and cottage meetings.

After attending a Methodist camp meeting in Buxton, Maine,
Ellen was baptized June 26, 1842.  She became a member of
the Methodist church.

126

Later, Ellen and her family attended some meetings held in
Portland, Maine.  The speaker was William Miller, a former
army captain, who had been diligently studying the Bible.

127

Because he advocated the soon coming of Christ, he and his
followers were labeled “Advents” or “Millerites.”
The Harmon family were convinced of the truthfulness of
Miller’s messages.

However, after the great disappointment of October 22, 1844,
they too were devastated. 
Ellen was greatly disappointed.  She wept, she prayed, she
studied God’s Word for an answer, as did many of the
“advent” believers. 

128

Then it was that God called her to be His prophetess.
Physically, she didn’t appear to be what you’d expect of a
prophetess.  She was a 17-year-old girl, fighting tuberculosis
and a heart condition.

Yet in December of 1844,  God chose to speak to Ellen in a
vision. In her own words, she tells of her reaction:
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“After I had the vision, and God gave me light, He bade me
deliver it . . . but I shrank from it. I was young, and I thought
they would not receive it from me.”  

–Ellen G. White Letter 3, 1847.

129

Although feeling inadequate and physically incapable of the
responsibilities of this calling by God, in faith she accepted
the mission for God that would last her lifetime.

130

Ellen and her husband James White worked together in shar-
ing the light God gave.

131

Their triumphs and their devotion are shared in many of her
writings. 
Throughout her life Ellen White was a committed Christian, a
tireless servant of God, and a devout mother.

132

She was loved by her husband, her family, and thousands
around the world.  

On August 6, 1881, Ellen’s husband James died in Battle
Creek, Michigan. 
Standing by his graveside was Ellen—pledging to press on in
the work they both had sacrificed and relentlessly pursued for
over 35 years!

133

Some of Ellen’s most beautiful and inspiring writings
appeared after this date. 
She worked alone for another 34 years.

134

Her prophetic ministry took her to several countries—guiding,
instructing, and counseling the believers as the Lord led her.
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The life and labors of Ellen Gould White closed on July 16,
1915. 
She was past 87 years of age. 

135

She was buried at the side of her husband in Oak Hill
Cemetery in Battle Creek, Michigan. 
A few weeks after her death, a newspaper carried this state-
ment:

“She showed no spiritual pride and she sought no filthy lucre
[riches].  She lived the life and did the work of a worthy
prophetess, the most admirable of the American succession.”-
The New York Independent, August 23, 1915.

136

Yes, her voice is stilled-her pen is at rest. 
But the priceless words of counsel, admonition, instruction
and encouragement of this faithful spokesperson for God will
continue to guide God’s people to final victory!

137

(Video: 6 sec) Her legacy to the world is a gift of love-a mes-
sage to earth from across the universe, from a God of love who
still wants to “keep in touch” with His children here until
Christ comes.

138

Then the “lesser light” will pale as we stand in the glorious
light of His presence once again to see and fellowship with
God face-to-face in all His glory!

A number of years ago, in the vast desert wastes of
Bechuanaland, South Africa, lived a primitive bushman
named Sukuba.  
He lived an isolated life as a member of a nomadic people.  

139

One winter night he crept into his shelter and prepared to
sleep.
But suddenly the night became brighter than day.
A shining being appeared to him and told him to find the peo-
ple of the “Book.”  
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He must find the people who worshiped God.  
Sukuba wasn’t sure what that meant.  
What book?  
How could he read it if he found it?

The language of the bushman contained clicks and guttural
sounds that were quite unlike the language of other African
tribes.  
It has never been reduced to writing.  

But this “Shining One,” as Sukuba called the angel who
appeared to him, had said, “The book talks.  You will be able
to read it.”

Sukuba traveled for days with his family in search of the
book.  He reached the hut of some Bantu farmers and asked if
they knew of the people with the Book.  

The tribesman was startled to hear the bushman somehow
speaking his Bantu language.  
He immediately took Sukuba to his pastor.
The pastor was deeply moved by Sukuba’s story.

And he said, “Your journey is over.”
Sukuba was very happy.
But that night the Shining One appeared to him again.  
He said that these were not the people he was looking for.

He must find “the Sabbath-keeping church and Pastor Moye.”
Pastor Moye would have a Book and also “four brown books
that are really nine.”
The next day Sukuba prayed for a sign.  He needed some
direction for his journey.

When he did, a cloud appeared in the sky.  Sukuba set off
after it and followed it for seven days. 
It disappeared over a certain village.  

There Sukuba asked for Pastor Moye and was quickly direct-
ed to his home.  
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After Sukuba told his story in the local dialect, Pastor Moye
brought out his worn Bible.  “That is it!”  Sukuba exclaimed.
“That is it!  But where are the four books, that are really
nine?”  

Well, as it turned out, Ellen White, years before, had written
nine volumes of instruction to God’s church called
Testimonies to the Church.  And these were later combined
into four books.

Sukuba’s search was over.  He had found the people of the
Book.  He had found a Sabbath-keeping people, a people
blessed with the prophetic gift.  Eventually he and his family
accepted Christ and were baptized.  He became a missionary
to his own people.

God is working in marvelous ways today to lead men and
women to His true church.  
The fact that you are hearing this story is no accident.  Like
Sukuba, you are being guided.  God is guiding you into His
truth.  God is giving you courage to face the future.  

Perhaps you’ve been searching for truth for years.  I believe
your search has ended.  
You’ve been divinely guided to this destination.  
You, like Sukuba, can exclaim, “This is it!  God’s church!”

Don’t you want to join those who keep the commandments of
God and have the testimony of Jesus?  Don’t you want to join
God’s last-day people?  
Consider this commitment carefully.
It could be the most important decision of your life.
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How Do You Find the Right Church?

1

Have you ever wondered why there are so many different
churches? 
The average person is confused.

2

Most churches teach that they are the only ones who have the
truth. 
Have you ever wondered which church really does teach and
believe the truth about God?

Friend, the Bible has the answer for us. 
In a world of confusion, God’s Word can always be trusted to
distinguish between what is true and what is false!

3

So our topic of study this time is “Why so many different
churches?”

4

(Text: Amos 3:7)
“Surely the Lord God does nothing,” the Bible says, “Unless
He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.” 
Amos 3:7.

5

(Video: 4 sec) Let’s go to God’s Word. 
Remember that it doesn’t matter what I think. 
What matters is if it’s in the Bible. 
If it is, I believe it. 
If it’s not in the Bible, it’s not for me!

6

To start our study, let’s begin in the last book of the Bible—
Revelation. 
Revelation, chapter six, talks about four horsemen.

7
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Those four horsemen represent different periods of time in the
history of the Christian church. 
Out of those periods of time, we see the development of the
different churches we have today.

8

(Text: Revelation 6:1)
“Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals;

9

and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a
voice like thunder, ‘Come and see’.”  Revelation 6:1.
The history of Christianity now is revealed here in chapter six.

10

(Text: Revelation 6:2)
“And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it
had a bow; and a crown was given to him,

11

and he went out conquering and to conquer.” 
Revelation 6:2.

12

So, the first church is a church of conquering faith. 
It is a white horse. 
White represents a pure faith.

13

It would have been a thrilling time to live in that first century
right after the ascension of Jesus.

14

The disciples were filled with so much courage and so much
faith, because they had walked and talked with Jesus. 
They had seen Him resurrected.

15
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They had seen Him ascend into the heavens. 
They knew that He was coming back. 
They believed in His promises with all their hearts.

They shared the good news, the gospel, with great encourage-
ment and with great enthusiasm, to the entire world.

16

(Text: Colossians 1:21-23)
(Video: 5 sec) Actually, the good news of salvation was
preached to every part of the then-known world. Paul says,
“And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your

mind by wicked works,
17

yet now He has reconciled

18

in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy,

19

and blameless, and above reproach in His sight—

20

if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast,

21

and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which
you heard,

22
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which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which
I, Paul, became a minister.” 
Colossians 1:21-23.

23

(Text: Acts 5:14)
“And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multi-
tudes of both men and women.” Acts 5:14.
The book of Acts tells us that thousands were baptized daily.

24

(Text: Acts 2:47)
“...The Lord added to the church daily those who were being
saved.” Acts 2:47
The church was the body of Christ.

25

People were baptized into Jesus. 
They were baptized into His body, which was the church. 
It was very important for the early disciples to be faithful to
Jesus.
When the disciples were warned not to teach in Jesus’ name,

26

(Text: Acts 5:29)
“But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: ‘We
ought to obey God rather than men’.”  Acts 5:29.
It was more important to do what God said, you see, rather
than to follow after man’s traditions.

27

So they had pure faith, because they had been with Jesus. 
They believed what Jesus believed. 
They taught what Jesus taught.

28

That is the same kind of faith we need to have today-a simple,
pure faith that looks forward to the second coming of Christ.

29

A faith that looks forward to spreading the good news of sal-
vation to all of our friends and neighbors-to the entire world-
fulfilling the great gospel commission that Jesus gave us.
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That is pure faith. 
That is the faith of the believers of the church of the first cen-
tury.

The first church of conquering faith was represented by a
white horse. 
This time period ended in A.D. 100.

30

What did John see when Jesus opened the second seal?

31

(Text: Revelation 6:4)
“Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the
one who sat on it to take peace from the earth,

32

and that people should kill one another; and there was given
to him a great sword.” 
Revelation 6:4.
So here we have represented a blood-stained faith.

33

We know that after A.D. 100, Christians began to be carted off
to Rome, where they were slain, and many of them were fed to
the lions in the great coliseums around the Roman Empire.

34

What a terrible time for the Christian church! 
But still, the church grew.
One church historian of the time said it seemed that the blood
of Christians was like seed.

35

As people died and gave their lives for Jesus, it seemed like a
seed that was planted, and more were raised up to take their
place.
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The good news of salvation spread all across the Roman
Empire and all across the known world of that time.

So the red horse represents a blood-stained faith. 
The second seal is the Christian church from A.D. 100 to A.D.
323.

36

(Text: Revelation 6:5)
Now Jesus opened the third seal—the third period of the
Christian church. 
“When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living crea-
ture say, ‘Come and see.’

37

So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it
had a pair of scales in his hand.” 
Revelation 6:5.

38

This black horse represents a compromised faith.

39

(Text: Acts 20:29, 30)
“For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will
come in among you, not sparing the flock.

40

Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking per-
verse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.”
Acts 20:29, 30.
This is a very sad time in the Christian church.

41

It is a time of compromised faith-when paganism is united
with Christianity.
Daniel had predicted this.

42
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(Text: Daniel 8:12)
“Because of transgression, an army was given over to the horn
to oppose the daily sacrifices;

43

and he cast truth down to the ground. He did all this and pros-
pered.” 
Daniel 8:12.

44

The first major truth lost during this time period was salva-
tion by faith alone in Jesus. 
Salvation through Christ was replaced by the requirements of
the church.

45

If you will remember as we studied before, salvation, accord-
ing to the Bible, is a free gift.

46

It is a gift, because we have all sinned, and we don’t deserve
it. 
We deserve to die, because the wages of sin is death. 
But the gift of God is eternal life.

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. That’s the sim-
ple gospel.

47

To receive that free gift, all we need to do is to invite Jesus
into our hearts.

48

Then He forgives us of all our sins.

49
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And secondly, He will give us the power to stop sinning. He
will give us the power to walk in His footsteps.

50

But this simple truth of salvation, this simple gospel as it is in
Jesus, during this time period of the Christian church when
faith was compromised, was replaced by the requirements of
the church.

51

Instead of going boldly to the throne of God, receiving His
grace and forgiveness, instead of confessing their sins as it
says to do in the Bible, Christians were told they needed to
pay to have their sins forgiven.

52

(Text: 1 John 1:9)
But the Bible says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness.”
1 John 1:9.

53

The Christians were told they had to go to a priest. 
They had to go to a man. 
They couldn’t go boldly to the throne of God anymore.

54

Salvation became very complicated. 
And people accepted this compromise, because they did not
have the Words of God.

It was against the law, actually, during this time to have the
Word of God. 
Printing presses had not been invented yet, so it was difficult
to find even small portions of Scriptures.

55

Many people accepted what the church told them, and the
Christian faith became very corrupt.
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The second Bible truth that was compromised had to do with
worshiping things made of wood or stone rather than wor-
shiping God our Creator. God says in the Ten
Commandments:

56

(Text: Exodus 20:4, 5)
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any like-
ness of anything that is in heaven above,

57

or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth;

58

you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the
Lord your God, am a jealous God,

59

visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the
third and fourth generations of those who hate Me.” 
Exodus 20:4, 5.

60

This was the time when images crept into the church. 
The Ten Commandments made it very clear that it was wrong
to worship anything but God Himself.

61

The third Bible truth compromised during this time had to do
with the fourth commandment and the day of worship. 
Notice what the Bible says of Daniel as he saw this:

62

(Text: Daniel 7:15)
“I, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit within my body, and the
visions of my head troubled me.” 
Daniel 7:15.

63
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You’ve seen how Constantine put into force the first Sunday
law: changing the day of worship from the seventh-day
Sabbath to the first day of the week, Sunday.

64

(Text: John 14:15)
But remember, Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My com-
mandments.” 
John 14:15.

65

Yet during this time of compromised faith, love for Jesus grew
cold, and many people followed after tradition rather than
after God.

The church accepted the compromise concerning the Sabbath
and attempted to change the day of worship. 
On May 21, l995, St. Catherine’s Catholic Church Sentinel
said,

66

“Perhaps the boldest thing, the most revolutionary change the
church ever did, happened in the first century. The Holy Day-

67

the Sabbath was changed from Saturday to Sunday, not from
any directions noted in the Scriptures but from the Church’s
sense of its own power.

68

People who think that the Scriptures should be the sole
authority, should logically become Seventh-day Adventists
and keep Saturday holy.”

69

Worship on Sunday, the first day of the week, is not in the
Bible. Scholars around the world admit it!

70
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The change was brought about, as we have noted, by the
emperor of the Roman Empire, Constantine, in A.D. 320, and
the church accepted this change.

71

My friends, if we want to do what the Bible says, we should
be Seventh-day Adventists! During this age of compromise,
the pagan’s day of the sun replaced the Bible’s Holy Sabbath.

72

The History of the Eastern Church, p. 184, says, “Constantine’s
coins, bore on one side the letters of the name of Christ and on
the other side, the figure of the sun god...,

73

as if he could not dare to relinquish the patronage of the
bright luminary.” Isn’t that interesting?

74

God makes it very plain in His commandments:

75

(Text: Exodus 20:11)
“For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the
sea, and all that is in them,

76

and rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the
Sabbath day and hallowed it.” 
Exodus 20:11.

77

God makes it clear that He wants His people to keep the sev-
enth-day Sabbath holy.
Back at the very beginning, the Bible says,

78
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(Text: Genesis 2:3)
“Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it,

79

because in it He rested from all His work which God had cre-
ated and made.” 
Genesis 2:3.

80

If God the Creator

81

blessed a day,

82

if He set one day apart,

83

if He made one day holy above all other days, then my
friends, man has no right, no power to change it!

84

It becomes an issue of worship, an issue of obedience as to
whether we are to follow man’s traditions or do what God has
said.

This then is the period of compromised faith. The compro-
mised faith of the church is A.D. 323 through A.D. 536.

85
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Now we move to the fourth period of the Christian Church,
which is the pale horse.

86

(Text: Revelation 6:7, 8)
“When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the
fourth living creature saying, ‘Come and see.’

87

So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. 
And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades fol-
lowed with him.

88

And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to
kill with sword,

89

with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.” 
Revelation 6:7, 8.

90

(Video: 3 sec) A dead faith-the fourth seal. 
It was a time of union of the church and state.
The Holy Roman Empire was fully developed now, and it not
only became a religious state but also a political state. 
We have a union, then, of the church with politics.

91

Notice briefly this statement: “Christianity became an estab-
lished religion in the Roman Empire and took the place of
paganism.

92

Christianity, as it existed in the Dark Ages, might be termed
‘baptized paganism’.” 

– Church History, Century 2, chap. 2, sec. 7.

93
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Remember, at this time people did not have access to God’s
Word. 
It was actually against the law and, as we’ve said, the printing
press wasn’t invented yet. 

94

People followed after traditions. 
They followed after paganism and ceremonies that had crept
into the church. 
This is a historical fact that I’m sharing.

95

(Video: 7 sec) The only church that existed was the Roman
Church. 
Again, this is not critical of any individuals-it is the system!

96

We have many wonderful Catholic nuns and priests and
Catholic believers around the world that love Jesus very much
and are searching for truth.
It is important to understand why we are where we are today.

This was a terrible time of compromise, a terrible time of per-
secution of God’s people.

97

This is why it is called “The Dark Ages.” 
Fifty million Christians were put to death because of their
faith.

98

Notice here the steps of compromise:

99

traditions,

100
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penitence,

101

and indulgences entered the church. 
You could take money and pay for indulgences so that pre-
sumably, your relatives could get out of purgatory,

102

or you could pay for yourself, so that you wouldn’t have to go
to purgatory upon death. 
This is an example again of paganism in the Christian church.

There is no such thing in God’s Word as purgatory.
Images crept into the church-as well as church hierarchy and
church dogmas.
Would God’s truth be trodden down forever, we ask? 

103

Of course not, because the light of truth would penetrate the
darkness.
And steps would be taken on a bridge back to rediscover
truths that were lost in the Dark Ages.

During the time of Reformation, the pure faith of Jesus began
to be rediscovered.

104

The first ones to take a step out of the Dark Ages of the 1400s
were the Waldensians.

105

They rediscovered God’s Word, the Bible. 
The Bible is so important. 
If we didn’t have God’s Word, if we didn’t have His love let-
ters to us that we find in the Bible, we would have no direc-
tion in life.

106
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In northern Italy, we find the history of the Bible-believing
Waldensians. 
The Waldensians would write out the Scriptures by hand and
give portions of them to their children.

107

With these verses sewn into their garments, the children
would make their way down to the great cities of Europe. 
They would share the Bible verses with friends they made in
the market places and universities.

However, the consequences, if caught, were heavy-they were
burned at the stake. 
Though many lost their lives, the Waldensians considered it a
privilege so that the work of God could be kept alive.

108

After the Waldensians, there came a reformer, a Bible student
over in Prague by the name of John Huss.
Huss, along with his friend Jerome, discovered that it was
more important to obey God than it was to obey the church or
to obey man.

109

Because of their stand of obedience, of believing that we
should do what God asks us to do rather than follow after the
traditions of the church, they were burned to death.

110

Their ashes were cast into the river which flowed out into the
Mediterranean Sea. 
Much in the same way, the Reformation flowed out from its
source around the world.

After Huss and Jerome were burned at the stake, a man in
Germany by the name of Martin Luther discovered the Bible
truth of salvation by grace alone.

111

Some people asked the question, “Why is it that Luther didn’t
rediscover all the truths that had been lost in the Dark Ages?” 
And the Bible says,

112
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(Text: John 16:12)
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear
them now.” 
John 16:12.

113

Recovering lost Bible truths took time-it was a process. 
It took hundreds of years for us to lose the faith of Jesus dur-
ing the Dark Ages.
And it would take years again to rediscover these truths.

114

When Luther died, his believers took what he said and formed
the Lutheran Church. 
For them, the Reformation stopped at Luther’s death.

115

From Germany, we travel down to Geneva, Switzerland, and
find a Bible student named John Calvin who,

116

in his studies, discovered that Christians not only receive
grace and forgiveness and should come boldly to the throne of
grace, but that also, it is important for them to grow in Christ.

117

So Calvin taught the doctrine of growth, which some call sanc-
tification. 
As we accept Jesus, He gives us the power to overcome sin.

118

When John Calvin died, his followers took what he said and
formed the Presbyterian Church. 
So truth, you see, once lost in the Dark Ages, was steadily
being rediscovered.

119

After Calvin’s time, there was a group of Christians in differ-
ent parts of northern Europe who studied their Bibles and
reached the conclusion that instead of being sprinkled as
babies,

120
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baptism should follow Jesus’ example, by its being the indi-
vidual’s decision and being performed by immersion. 
They were called Anabaptists.

121

Baptism by immersion-to be put all the way underneath the
water as Jesus was-is a very important truth that had been lost
in the Dark Ages, as it symbolizes being dead to sin and alive
with God.

122

(Text: Romans 6:3, 4)
“Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?

123

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death,

124

that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 
Romans 6:3, 4.

125

And in order to be baptized as Jesus was,

126

we must learn of Him,

127

confess our sins,

128
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and accept Jesus as our Saviour.
Many of these Anabaptists lost their lives, because they
believed they should walk in the footsteps of Jesus and be
baptized as He was.

129

From this humble beginning, the Baptist Church was formed.

130

(Text: Matthew 28:18, 19)
“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

131

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,

132

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit’.” 
Matthew 28:18, 19.

133

Jesus gave the commission to His church to go and teach and
baptize and make disciples. 
The Reformation Baptists were following and fulfilling that
commission, as we do today!

134

You see, each of these reformers were rediscovering truths
which had been lost during the Dark Ages.

135

As they rediscovered these truths, their followers banded
together into what later became major Protestant denomina-
tions such as Lutherans, Presbyterians, and Baptists.
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Finally, over in England, a man by the name of John Wesley
began to study his Bible.

136

His brother, Charles, wrote beautiful hymns about Jesus, and
they felt it was proper to sing these in church.

137

They also discovered that it was not only important to accept
the free gift of salvation, to be obedient to God, and to be bap-
tized and grow in grace, but based on God’s Word, to be holy.

John Wesley was a great reformer, and when he died, his fol-
lowers took what he and other reformers taught and formed
the Methodist church.

Then in different parts of the world such as South America,
Europe, and North America, people began to study about the
second coming of Jesus.

138

A man by the name of William Miller, of North America, stud-
ied Jesus’ promises of John 14. 
He also studied the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation, and
he understood that Jesus was coming very soon.

139

So, based on what the

140

Waldensians taught about the Bible,

141
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what Huss taught about obedience,

142

what Luther taught about grace,

143

what Calvin taught about sanctification or growth,

144

what the Anabaptists taught about baptism,

145

and what Wesley taught about holiness, Miller added to these
another very important doctrine: 
the nearness of the second coming of Christ.

146

After Miller’s time, the advent movement continued. 
His friends also discovered that when people die, they fall
asleep in Jesus, awaiting the resurrection.

147

As the Bible teaches very clearly, we sleep until that moment
of the resurrection when we are called forth from the grave. 
What a glorious morning that will be to be reunited with
loved ones!

The early Adventists discovered from the Bible:

148
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1. Death is a sleep.

149

2. Jesus is coming soon.

150

3. He will resurrect the dead at the resurrection:

151

(Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:16)
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first.” 
1 Thessalonians 4:16.

152

(Text: John 14:15)
After William Miller’s time, the believers in the second com-
ing of Christ also discovered Jesus’ words found in John 14:15: 
“If you love Me, keep My commandments.”

153

You see, we all should want to have a loving relationship with
Jesus. 
Because we love Him, we want to keep all of His command-
ments. 
Not just some of them, but every one of them.

(Text: Matthew 15:9)
Notice what Jesus said in Matthew 15:9: 
“And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the com-
mandments of men.”

154

How true that is today.
People teach the doctrines and commandments of men.
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(Video: 3 sec) But it doesn’t matter what man says. 
What matters is what God says.

155

When it comes to worship, we must worship God on the
Sabbath day that He has set apart for us. 
It is a special day that He has given us.
As these special truths were rediscovered in the Bible, the peo-
ple studying these truths 

156

eventually banded together and formed the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.
Isaiah 58:13 and 14 predicted that there would be a  movement
to repair the breach that has been made in the law of God.
This scripture talks about that special day:

(Text: Isaiah 58:13, 14)
“If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, from doing
your pleasure on My holy day,

157

and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy day of the Lord honor-
able, and shall honor Him,

158

not doing your own ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor
speaking your own words,

159

then you shall delight yourself in the Lord;

160

and I will cause you to ride on the high hills of the earth,

161
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and feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father. The
mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

162

The Lord tells us very clearly that we shouldn’t work on that
day.
We shouldn’t do business on that day.
We shouldn’t seek out our own pleasures on that day.

163

It is a holy day.
When we put God first on the Sabbath, then the experience
will be delightful.

164

The Sabbath is so exciting. 
God is not taking away from us-He is giving us a special
blessing. 
It’s like a paid holiday.

He says He’ll cause us to ride on the high places of the earth. 
What a blessing He will give us if we put Him first and best
in our lives-if we follow Him and keep the Sabbath holy as
He asked us.

So for every truth God has taught us in the Bible, Satan has
come up with a counterfeit—a false imitation.

165

God says when we die, we sleep in the grave. Satan’s counter-
feit is that we go to heaven or hell or purgatory at death.

166

God says baptism is by immersion. 
Satan says it can be by sprinkling. 
God gave us His truth about health. 
Satan says the health laws were abolished.

167
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For every truth, there is a counterfeit. 
And that creates confusion.

(Text: Revelation 18:2)
The Book of Revelation talks about that: “And he cried might-
ily with a loud voice, saying, ‘Babylon the great is fallen, is
fallen,

168

and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for
every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated
bird!’” 
Revelation 18:2.

169

Babylon, in prophecy, means “religious confusion.” 
And notice the appeal here.

(Text: Revelation 18:4)
“And I heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out of
her, my people,

170

lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her
plagues.’” 
Revelation 18:4.

171

God is calling for His people to come out of confusion, so that
they may not be partakers of her sins. 
Friends, Jesus is calling for you now.
Now is the time to stand for Jesus!

172

(Text: Acts 2:47)
Notice God’s Word: 
“Praising God and having favor with all the people. And the
Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”
Acts 2:47.

173
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(Text: 1 Corinthians 12:13)
“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—

174

and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.” 
1 Corinthians 12:13.

175

(Text: 1 Corinthians 1:18)
“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing,

176

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” 
1 Corinthians 1:18.

177

We’re called out of Babylon to do what’s right. Don’t you love
your Jesus? 
He’s coming back very soon to take us to the heavenly home
that He’s preparing for us now.
Don’t you want to follow Him all the way?

178

As we have studied tonight, it is plain to see that Jesus
through His life and teachings revealed the truth that He
intended  His followers to know and follow.

We have discovered made war with the truth and Christ’s
church, persecuting, corrupting,  and counterfeiting the truth
that Christ had given His church.

We have seen in our study of the Bible and history that Christ
is leading his people back to the truth that He originally had
given to His church.  
He is calling a people out of the religious confusion into the
truth reviled in His holy work.
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Wouldn’t you like to right now, respond to the angels call to “.
. . come out of her My people”!  Don’t you right now want to
become a part of God’s church, “ . . . Who keep the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus” ?



23 – Surviving  the Coming Tribulation.

1

How to Escape the 7 Last Plagues.

1

The place was Egypt-the most highly civilized nation then in
existence. The year was 1445 B.C. 
For 215 years the children of Israel had lived there-the last
century in bitter bondage.

2

The friendly pharaohs who had known and admired Joseph
had long since passed to their graves.

The new rulers viewed the rapidly multiplying Israelites as a
threat to national security, fearing that in the event of war, the
Israelites might join themselves with the enemies of Egypt.

3

So the children of Israel were placed in bondage, forced to
become slaves under the grinding tyranny of the Egyptians.
But, the Bible says,

(Text: Exodus 1:12) “...the more they afflicted them,

4

the more they multiplied and grew.” Exodus 1:12.

5

(Text: Exodus 2:23-24) “... and the children of Israel sighed by
reason of the bondage,

6
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and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of
the bondage.

7

And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.  Exodus
2:23, 24.KJV

8

It had been more than 400 years since God had made that
covenant with Abraham concerning his posterity and their
deliverance. Now, at last, the day had come. 
God was ready, and His deliverer was ready!

9

They met-God and Moses. Not in a palace, not in the shadow
of some great pyramid, but out in the Midian desert beside a
burning bush.

10

(Text: Exodus 3:7-8) “And the LORD said, ‘I have surely seen
the affliction of my people which [are] in Egypt,

11

and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I
know their sorrows;

12

And I am come down to deliver them. . .’”  Exodus 3:7, 8. KJV
Speaking to Moses, God said:

13

(Text: Exodus 3:10) “Come now therefore, and I will send thee
unto Pharaoh,

14
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that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel
out of Egypt.” Exodus 3:10 KJV.

15

It had been forty years since Moses had left the palace in
Egypt. 
Forty years since he had spoken the Egyptian language! 
In fact, for that entire period of time, he had tended sheep out
in the lonely desert.

16

Gone was the self-confidence he had enjoyed as the proud
young prince in the Egyptian court. The Bible says,

(Text: Acts 7:22) “And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of
the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds.” Acts 7:22.

17

But in the desert, Moses learned more than humility.
By caring for the sheep, he learned patience and gentleness. 
Now God felt that Moses was ready to deliver Israel and exer-
cise fatherly care over His people.

18

Humbly Moses obeyed God’s instruction and accepted what,
at the moment, appeared to be an impossible task.

To help Moses in accomplishing this tremendous mission,
God instructed Aaron, Moses’ older brother (who was a slave
in Egypt), to go out and meet Moses.

19

Not only would Aaron lend moral support, but God appointed
Aaron to be Moses’ spokesman, since Moses had not used the
Egyptian language for so many years.
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The two brothers entered the palace of Pharaoh claiming to be
ambassadors sent by God. 
They spoke in His name and told of His mighty power.
The proud monarch’s haughty gaze must have taken in the
unusual scene in but a moment.

20

Before him stood two brothers, one a humble Midian shep-
herd, still clutching his shepherd’s rod, the other a local
Hebrew slave. 
Both were proclaiming the great power of the God they
served.

When Aaron stated that they came with a message from the
Lord requesting that Pharaoh let His people go, Pharaoh snort-
ed in disgust:

(Text: Exodus 5:2) “”Who is the Lord, that I should obey His
voice to let Israel go?

21

I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go.” Exodus
5:2.KJV

22

With thousands of slaves at his disposal, Pharaoh certainly
had no intention of losing that free labor. Aaron’s request
drew a stern reaction. 
The king increased the workload of the Israelites.

But soon God would let the pompous Pharaoh know who the
Lord was and something about His mighty power.
Pharaoh was warned by Moses and Aaron that God would
send one plague after another upon Egypt until His people
were released from bondage.

23

Then the Lord’s message to Pharaoh was:
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(Text: Exodus 7:17) “ . . . In this thou shalt know that I [am] the
LORD: . .” Exodus 7:17.KJV

24

It wasn’t long before the plagues began to fall. 
Ten, to be exact! 
Before each plague fell, Moses and Aaron warned Pharaoh of
the judgment to come, hoping he would choose to release the
children of Israel,

25

thus saving himself and his people from disaster.
But Pharaoh persisted in his course of action. 
And, in accordance with His promise, unique calamities visit-
ed the Egyptians.

(Video: 9 sec) First, the River Nile, worshiped by the Egyptians
as one of their gods, turned to blood when Aaron smote the
waters with the rod.

26

The fish died, and all the rest of the water in Egypt became
blood for seven days. 
But Pharaoh refused to let God’s people go!

Next, a plague of frogs infected the land. 
Millions of them-in the food, in the beds, everywhere! 
Yet, the stubborn king refused to let Israel go.

27

A plague of lice came next. But the arrogant ruler wouldn’t
agree to let the people go.

28

Notice that the first three plagues fell on both Hebrews and
Egyptians; however, the last seven plagues fell only on the
Egyptians.
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(Text: Exodus 8:22-23) “And in that day I will set apart the land
of Goshen, in which My people dwell, that no swarms of flies
shall be there,

29

in order that you may know that I am the Lord in the midst of
the land.

30

I will make a difference between My people and your people.
Tomorrow this sign shall be.” Exodus 8: 22, 23.

31

Next came a plague of flies that filled the house of Pharaoh.

32

After the flies, a most terrible epidemic swept through the
land, destroying all the animals that were in the fields.

33

By now, Pharaoh was intensely curious. Had the animals of
the Hebrews been destroyed also-or had they been protected
as Moses predicted?

(Text: Exodus 9:7) “And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was
not one of the cattle of the Israelites dead..

34

And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the
people go.” Exodus 9:7. KJV

35
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The sixth plague brought boils upon man and beast, but still
the obstinate monarch refused to release the children of Israel.

36

The next prophecy foretold a plague of hail.

37

(Video: 8 sec) However, God promised that all who protected
themselves and their animals would not die. 
The news spread quickly throughout the land, and many
Egyptians took cover, along with their animals.

38

The hail came, mingled with thunder and laced with light-
ning, and all who failed to prepare for it died!

(Video: 18 sec) The Egyptians saw clearly that the earth was
under the control of the living God, and that their only safety
was in obedience to Him.

39

For a few fleeting moments, Pharaoh actually toyed with the
idea of obeying God and letting the people go, but as the
plague abated, so did his good intentions.

(Video: 19 sec) Moses warned Pharaoh that if he refused to let
the children of Israel go, the next scourge would be a swarm
of locusts.

40

Appalled by the thought of more plagues, Pharaoh’s coun-
selors pleaded with him to let the slaves go, but the king still
refused. 
And the locusts came as predicted.
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Then came three days of darkness so intense it could be felt,
but the rebellious Pharaoh continued to defy the God of heav-
en.

41

Moses stated that one more plague would be poured upon the
Egyptians-a final one not to be lightly disregarded. 
A destroying angel was to pass through the land at midnight
and would slaughter all the firstborn in Egypt-both of man
and beast.

42

(Video: 15 sec) Again, the Hebrews were to be spared. 
But this time it was not enough to be a Hebrew or to live in
Goshen.

43

In order to avoid the death sentence, each family was instruct-
ed to slay a lamb and sprinkle some of its blood on the door-
post of their house as a token of their faith and loyalty to God.
And God promised:

(Text: Exodus 12:13) “. . . And when I see the blood, I will pass
over you;

44

and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you when I
smite the land of Egypt.” Exodus 12:13. KJV

45

What an interesting scene was portrayed that night! 
Thousands of Hebrew families and many of the Egyptians
stood by their doors watching as the father, holding a basin of
blood in one hand and a sprig of hyssop in the other, sprin-
kled the doorposts.

46

And one can well imagine that the most concerned onlookers
that night were the firstborn children.
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(Text: Exodus 12:29) “And it came to pass, that at midnight the
LORD smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,

47

from the firstborn of Pharaoh. . . unto the firstborn of the cap-
tive that [was] in the dungeon;

48

and all the firstborn of cattle.” Exodus 12:29.KJV

49

However, not one home where the blood had been sprinkled
on the doorposts in obedience to God’s instructions had been
touched by the plague.

50

Throughout the vast kingdom of Egypt the cries of mourners
could be heard. 
And with trembling legs and frayed nerves, Pharaoh remem-
bered how he had ridiculed the Hebrew’s God and had flip-
pantly snorted:

51

(Text: Exodus 5:2) “. . .Who is the Lord, that I should obey His
voice to let Israel go?. . .” Exodus 5:2. KJV

52

Now he knew. Humbly, he and his counselors sent for the two
Hebrew brothers and urged them to take the children of Israel
and leave the land of Egypt in haste, for they were afraid they
all might die!

(Video: 11 sec) At the stroke of midnight, God’s people-those
who had chosen Him as their deliverer-were set free. 
And just as God had commanded, they had prepared for that
hour.

53
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With shoes on their feet and coats on their backs, they were
ready for the great exodus. They were on their way to the
Promised Land!

“Well,” you say, “that’s an interesting story, but how is it
important for those of us living in the twentieth century?” 
It may appear to be unimportant, but it isn’t. In fact, it could-
n’t be more important.

54

You see, in the New Testament, we find the most remarkable
prophecies giving the details of the final events that will occur
on earth. 
These prophecies make it crystal clear that, once again,
plagues will fall-but on a much more devastating scale.

55

Yes, according to Bible prophecy, history will be repeated. 
Not ten plagues, but seven, will culminate in the deliverance
of God’s people. 
Not from Egypt, but from a planet in rebellion.

56

But, just as the children of Israel endured a time of affliction
before their glorious deliverance from Egypt and witnessed
the plagues falling on the Egyptians,

57

so will God’s people witness the outpouring of the seven last
plagues on the wicked prior to Christ’s coming.

58

The prophet Daniel describes this period of trouble:

(Text: Daniel 12:1) “And at that time shall Michael stand up,
the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people:

59
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and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since
there was a nation [even] to that same time:.

60

and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since
there was a nation [even] to that same time:” Daniel 12:1. KJV

61

The “everlasting gospel” will have been preached to all the
world. 
The call of the second angel to “come out of Babylon” or the
false systems of worship will have been given. 
And to every man the third angel proclaims:

62

(Text: Revelation 14:9-10) “If any man worship the beast and
his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his
hand,

63

the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God.”
Revelation 14:9, 10.

64

This is the most awesome warning in the Bible ever addressed
to mortals.

65

But not until the issues are plainly set before the inhabitants
of earth and they are brought to choose between the com-
mandments of God or the commandments of men, will anyone
receive the mark of the beast, or “drink of the wine of the
wrath of God.”

But when that has been accomplished, probation’s door closes
forever for all mankind.

66
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And the solemn announcement is made: “He that is unjust, let
him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy
still:

67

and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that
is holy, let him be holy still.” Revelation 22:11. KJV

68

Christ’s work as our High Priest in heaven has ended. Every
case has been decided for eternal life or eternal death.

69

The door of God’s mercy is shut! 
Now it is that earth’s inhabitants experience the “time of trou-
ble” spoken of by the prophet Daniel.

And listen, Friend, God isn’t going to snatch away His people
until the plagues are over.
They will be right here on earth until the end! 
They will be protected during the plagues, just as were the
children of Israel,

70

but they will not be free from difficulties and suffering. 
It will be a time of trouble for everyone.

And, Friend, the most vivid description of this period of
earth’s history cannot reach the magnitude of its reality, as the
wicked drink the cup of God’s wrath unmixed with mercy.

71

John was given a preview of this terrible time of trouble that
would take place just before the coming of Jesus and the
deliverance of his people.
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(Text: Revelation 15:1) “And I saw another sign in heaven,
great and marvelous,

72

seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is
filled up the wrath of God.” Revelation 15:1. And again John
wrote:

73

(Text: Revelation 16:1) “And I heard a great voice out of the
temple saying to the seven angels, go your ways,

74

and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.”
Revelation 16:1.

75

(Video: 06 sec) “But,” you ask, “what are these terrible plagues
that are to be poured out by the seven angels upon the
wicked?” 
That’s a good question.

76

As we read about the plagues, you will notice a striking simi-
larity to the ones that fell upon Egypt. 
Let’s read what John has to say about the first angel:

(Text: Revelation 16:2) “And the first went, and poured out his
vial upon the earth;

77

and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men
which had the mark of the beast,

78



23 – Surviving the Coming Tribulation

14

and upon them which worshipped his image.” Revelation 16:2.

79

Perhaps these sores are similar to the boils and blains suffered
by the Egyptians during their seventh plague. 
Or, maybe they could be somewhat the same as the boils Job
endured.

80

Can you imagine the impact such a plague would have?
Schools would close.

81

Factories would shut down. Stores would not be able to open.

82

Hospitals would be overflowing with people seeking emer-
gency treatment, but most of the doctors and nurses would be
suffering from the same affliction.

83

And then, while people are still suffering from their sores,
another calamity strikes!

(Text: Revelation 16:3) “And the second angel poured out his
vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man:
and every living soul died in the sea.” Revelation 16:3.

84

What a sight, and what a stench, as the creatures of the sea
wash ashore. 
People will be stumbling over one another in their speedy
exodus from the beaches. 
But the third plague is closely associated with the second.

85
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(Text: Revelation 16:4) “And the third angel poured out his
vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became
blood.” Revelation 16:4.

86

Just think! A person turns on the faucet to get a drink, and
instead of water, blood gushes out! 
What havoc would ensue! Could anything be worse?

87

But, ghastly and frightening as the seven last plagues may be,
God’s justice is fully vindicated. For the angel declares:

(Text: Revelation 16:5-6) “Thou art righteous, O Lord . . .
because thou hast judged thus.”

88

For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets,

89

and thou hast given them blood to drink.” Revelation 16:5, 6.
KJV
At this time, when the wicked are perishing of thirst and have
nothing to drink but blood, the promise is made to him who
walks righteously:

90

(Text: Isaiah 33:16) “. . . Bread shall be given him; his water
will be sure.” Isaiah 33:16.

91

(Text: Revelation 16:8-9) And then the Bible says the fourth
angel poured out his vial: “And the fourth angel poured out
his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch
men with fire.”

92
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“And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the
name of God, which hath power over these plagues:

93

and they repented not to give him glory.” Revelation 16:8, 9.
Then, the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the headquar-
ters of the beast:

94

(Text: Revelation 16:10-11) “And the fifth angel poured out his
vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of
darkness;

95

and they gnawed their tongues for pain,

96

And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains
and their sores,

97

and repented not of their deeds.” Revelation 16:10, 11.

98

By this text we discover that these plagues are not all univer-
sal, nor are they all immediately fatal, because here we find
that those under the fifth plague are still suffering from the
sores of the first plague.

99

Apparently the plagues fall successively instead of simultane-
ously, as their effects persist from one to another.
Upon the sixth plague comes the great final battle,
Armageddon:
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(Text: Revelation 16:12-14) “And the sixth angel poured out his
vial upon the great river Euphrates;

100

and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings
of the east might be prepared.

101

And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the
mouth of the dragon,

102

and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the
false prophet.

103

For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles,

104

which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole
world,

105

to gather them to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty.” Revelation 16:12-14.
And Revelation 16:16 says:

106

(Text: Revelation 16:16) “And he gathered them together into a
place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.” The whole
world is to be involved in this final conflict.
John wrote:

107
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(Text: Revelation 19:11, 14-15) “Now I saw heaven opened, and
behold, a white horse.

108

And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and makes war. . . .”

109

“And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, followed Him on white horses.”

110

“Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He
should strike the nations

111

...He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath
of Almighty God.” Revelation 19:11, 14, 15.

112

(Text: Revelation 16:17-18, 20-21) “And the seventh angel
poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice
out of the temple of heaven,

113

from the throne, saying, ‘It is done.’

114

And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and
there was a great earthquake. . . .

115
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And every island fled away, and the mountains were not
found.

116

And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every
stone about the weight of a talent:

117

and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail;
for the plague thereof was exceeding great.” Revelation 16:17-
18, 20-21.

118

Most scholars place the weight of a talent at 57 pounds. 
No one can imagine the devastation such a hailstorm would
accomplish.

119

But the Bible says that the Lord Himself will interrupt the
conflict as He rides forth with the armies of heaven to deliver
His people from a planet in rebellion

120

“But,” you ask, “how can I make certain of God’s protection
when the plagues begin to fall?” There is only one way.

121

You see, the people who were delivered from the final plague
in Egypt had demonstrated their faith and loyalty to God as
their Deliverer by sprinkling the blood of a lamb on their
doorposts.

122

When the destroying angel passed over their house, they were
safe in the midst of destruction. 
They had followed God’s instructions and had made the nec-
essary preparations.
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And again, God’s people will be spared when the plagues fall
if they have accepted the Lamb of God as their sacrifice and
allowed His blood to cleanse them from sin.

123

By our lives, we are choosing today which side we will be on-
God’s side, or the side of a rebel angel. 
And Friend, when the destroying angels begin their work, it
will be too late to change sides!

124

Probation’s door will have already closed forever.
Won’t you place yourself on God’s side, under the protection
of the blood of Jesus now? The saddest words men will ever
utter are found in Jeremiah 8:20:

(Text: Jeremiah 8:20) “The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and we are not saved!”

125

The story is told of an Australian lumberman who built a little
cabin at the edge of the forest. 
It wasn’t much, but it was home to him. 
One day, as he returned home from work,

126

he was stunned and heartbroken to find his little cabin just a
heap of smoldering ruins. 
All that was left were a few pieces of charred lumber and
some metal, blackened by the flames.

127

He walked out to the place where his old chicken coop had
stood.

All that he found were a mound of ashes and some burned
wire. 
Aimlessly he shuffled through the debris. 
Then, glancing down at his feet, his eye caught a curious
sight-a mound of charred feathers.

128
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Idly, he kicked it over. And what do you suppose happened?

Four little fuzzy, baby chicks scrambled out, miraculously pro-
tected by the wings of a loving mother.
In the most beautiful and meaningful language of Scripture,
God describes what He longs to do for every one of His chil-
dren on earth when the plagues fall:

129

(Text: Psalm 91:1, 4) “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the
most High

130

shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. . . .”

131

“He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings
shalt thou trust:

132

his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.” Psalm 91:1, 4.
Yes, God has given wonderful assurance to those who choose
to follow Him:

133

(Text: Psalm 91:5-11) “Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by
night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;

134

Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the
destruction that wasteth at noonday.

135
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A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right
hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.

136

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of
the wicked.

137

Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even
the most High, thy habitation;

138

There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come
nigh thy dwelling.

139

For he shall give his angels charge over thee...” Psalms 91:5-11.

140

(Video: 15 sec) Could anything be more reassuring? Don’t you
want to be sheltered under the wings of the Almighty when
the plagues begin to fall?  When there’s no place to hide? Your
heavenly Father wants to protect you and save you in the hour
of trouble and destruction.

141

As you turn your life over to Him, He will be able to protect
you as a mother hen who gathers her little chickens under her
wings.

142

The decision is yours. I am certain that God would like to
make your decision for you so that you can be with Him
throughout eternity, but He cannot do this. 
You are the only one that can make that decision. Don’t wait.
Do it now.
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When the Devil Can Tempt No More

1

A group of Arctic explorers were stranded on a rocky, barren
island.  Their supplies were rapidly running out.  They had
eaten their last few morsels of food.  
Their fuel supply was low.

2

The temperature was dropping fast and they were freezing.
They prepared themselves for the worst.  
They knew that death would come soon.  
Just when they had given up hope, 

one of the dying explorers noticed a puff of smoke on the
horizon.  
Someone had picked up their short-wave radio signal.  Help
was on the way.  Deliverance was coming.  

3

The puff of smoke on the horizon was all they needed to
encourage them to hang on.  
Soon the long nightmare of that horrible ordeal would be
over.

Soon they would be secure in the warmth of the rescue vessel,
and then soon after they would be home.  
Home at last!

The last book of the Bible, Revelation, reveals that help is on
the way.  Soon we, too, will be delivered.  
The long nightmare of sin will be over.
We will be delivered, and Satan will be imprisoned.  

4

We will be set free, and Satan will be bound.  
We will be caught up in the sky to meet Jesus, and Satan will
be chained by circumstances to this earth.  
We will receive the sentence of eternal life, and Satan and his
followers will receive the sentence of eternal destruction. 
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(Video: 13 sec) Every now and then, a judge or jury some-
where in the world sentences someone to an impossibly long
prison term, in order to express horror or outrage about the
crime.

5

A sentence of three or four life sentences in a row or even 99
years when the criminal is already of retirement age is handed
down with no real expectation that it could ever be served in
full.

But through the judge or jury, the sentence expresses the out-
rage of society for particularly terrible crimes.

6

Are you aware that a time is soon coming when a Judge will
hand down a sentence of 1,000 years and the criminal will
serve out every day of that sentence?

7

(Text: Revelation 20:1-3)
Listen to these words from the Bible: “Then I saw an angel
coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless
pit and a great chain in his hand.

8

He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the
Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;

9

and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and
set a seal on him,

10

so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thou-
sand years were finished.

11
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But after these things he must be released for a little while.” 
Revelation 20:1-3.

12

Here we find that God has a plan to deal with the greatest
criminal this universe has ever known-a criminal who’s been
directly involved in every sin and crime ever committed on
this earth.

13

But the time will soon come when he will be imprisoned for
1,000 years! 
A thousand years in the most wretched, devastated spot in the
universe.
Sometimes this time period is referred to as the Millennium.

What is the Millennium?

14

This thousand-year period of time is called the “millennium,”
from two Latin words, mille, meaning “one thousand,” and
annum, meaning “year.”

15

The prophecy also tells us that Satan will be imprisoned for

16

1,000 years and that he will then be released for a short time to
prove to the world that even after l,000 years, he has not
changed-he is still the same devil.

17

To be able to understand this prophecy and fully see its signif-
icance, we need to find out how it starts and ends and what
happens during the period in between.
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Let me make a statement now, and then I will proceed to prove
that statement’s truthfulness. 
The millennium is bound in by two resurrections:

18

1) The resurrection of life at the beginning of that period,

19

and 2) the resurrection of damnation at the end of the time.

20

(Text: John 5:25)
One day when Jesus was teaching His disciples about death,
He said: 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming and now is,

21

when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and
those who hear will live.” 
John 5:25.

22

There you have it. 
The dead shall hear His voice and shall live. 
That is, all of the dead will be raised.

I know that will come as a surprise to some of you, because
you thought that only the righteous dead would be raised.
Notice how Christ elaborates on this in the 28th and 29th vers-
es of this same chapter:

(Text: John 5:28, 29)
“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all
that are in the graves shall hear his voice,

23
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“and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the res-
urrection of life;

24

and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna-
tion.” John 5:28, 29 KJV

25

(Video: 4 sec) Notice the two resurrections. 
First, the resurrection of those who have done good, and the
second one—the resurrection of damnation.

26

Listen to what the Bible has to say about those in the first res-
urrection:

27

(Text: Revelation 20:5, 6)
“This is the first resurrection.

28

Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection.
Over such the second death has no power,

29

but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
with Him a thousand years.” Revelation 20:5, 6.

30

This is in harmony with what Paul told the Thessalonians. 
Notice how He describes the second coming of Christ.

31
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(Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17)
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel,

32

and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first.

33

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

34

And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” Verses 16, 17.

35

What a glorious description of the resurrection. 
You will notice that the dead in Christ will be raised first,
and then the followers of Christ who are alive will be caught
up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air!

36

(Text: John 11:25)
On that day will be fulfilled the promise made by Jesus, “He
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 
John 11:25.

37

Yes, the righteous dead will be raised from their graves when
Christ returns.

38

(Text: Isaiah 26:19)
Isaiah describes this joyous event: “Awake and sing, ye that
dwell in dust: . . . and the earth shall cast out the dead.” 
Isaiah 26:19. 
What a glorious day that will be!

39
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Mothers being reunited with their babies who died. 
Husbands and wives reunited. 
Sons and daughter reunited with Mom and Dad! 
Could the scene be any more moving?

40

(Text: John 14:2, 3)
Then the wonderful promise Christ made so long ago will be
fulfilled: “I go to prepare a place for you.

41

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you to Myself,

42

that where I am, there you may be also.” 
John 14:2, 3 
This is where the saved will spend the millennium!

43

(Text: Revelation 20:6)
What will we be doing? John tells us: “Blessed and holy is he
who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second
death has no power,

44

but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
with Him a thousand years.” Revelation 20:6.

45

Aside from the unspeakable joy of fellowship with Christ and
His followers, John gives more insight as to what they will be
doing during the millennium:

(Text: Revelation 20:4)
“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was
committed to them.” 
Revelation 20:4.

46
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The all-wise, all-powerful God of the universe has included
feeble men and women in the solemn task of judging fallen
angels and the unsaved.

(Text: 1 Corinthians 6:2, 3)
Paul states: “Do you not know that the saints will judge the
world?...

47

Do you not know that we shall judge angels?” 
1 Corinthians 6:2, 3.

48

It will become clear-once and for all-that God is just and good
and fair.
For thousands of years Satan has leveled the accusation that
God is unfair, unloving, and unjust.

49

The years of the millennium will put this notion to rest, vindi-
cating God’s character before the entire universe!
But why would we need to judge the evil angels and the
wicked sinners? 
Haven’t they been judged before Christ comes?

True, but have you ever wondered what your reaction might
be if you looked for someone in heaven whom you expected
to find there-only to discover he or she is lost forever?
You might call the fairness of God’s justice into question.

50

During the millennium, the records of the lost will be opened. 
The most guarded secrets and purposes harbored in each mind
will be exposed. 
God’s love and justice will be affirmed.

51

(Text: Revelation 16:7)
Those inspecting the records will be left with only one
response: “Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are
Your judgments.” Revelation 16:7.

52
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You may be wondering what happened to those who were liv-
ing when Christ comes, but did not accept salvation.
Revelation chapter 19 describes the second coming of Christ
and the destruction of the unsaved in these words:

53

(Text: Revelation 19:21)
“And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded

54

from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse...” Revelation
19:21

55

There is no way that the lost will be able to stand before the
glory of the coming Christ with all of His holy angels.

56

One angel came to the tomb of Jesus, and the Roman soldiers
became as dead men.

57

(Text: Jeremiah 25:33)
The Bible says, “And at that day the slain of the Lord shall be
from one end of the earth even to the other end of the earth.

58

They shall not be lamented, or gathered, or buried; they shall
become refuse on the ground.” Jeremiah 25:33.

59

At the second coming of Christ, the righteous are resurrected
and translated to meet Christ in the clouds,

60
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and the unsaved will be slain by the brightness of His com-
ing—by “the sword that goes out of His mouth.”
Someone is going to ask the question, “What about the
unsaved who are still in their graves?”

61

The answer is given in the fifth verse of Revelation, chapter
20:

(Text: Revelation 20:5)
“But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand
years were finished...”

62

The puzzle is beginning to fit together.
The big picture is coming into focus as to what will happen
when Jesus Christ returns:

63

These are the events that take place at Christ’s coming

64

1. Jesus will return, with all of the holy angels (Matthew
25:31).

65

2. The dead in Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 4:16).

66

3. The living saved are caught up to meet Jesus in the air
(1Thessalonians 4:17).

67
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4. The saved go home with Jesus and reign with Him for 1,000
years (Revelation 20:4, 6).

68

5. The unsaved are slain by the brightness of the coming of
Christ (Jerermiah 25:33).

69

6. The wicked dead are not raised until after the 1,000 years.
(Revelation 20:5).

70

7. Satan is bound for the 1,000 years by a chain of circum-
stances-no one to tempt or destroy!

71

The righteous are in heaven, and all the wicked are dead. 
Everyone is gone! 
Everywhere, there is ruin (Jeremiah 4:23-26).

72

This earth becomes the devil’s prison. 
The Bible says that Satan was put into a bottomless pit for the
millennium. 
How is he chained?

73

By a chain of circumstances that make it impossible for him to
tempt and destroy anyone for 1,000 years.

Those who have followed Satan during their life on this earth
are struck dead at Christ’s coming, or they remain in the grave
until the thousand years are over.

74
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The saved are all with Christ for the thousand years.

75

The devil has only his evil angels to tempt and mislead, and
they, after 6,000 years, are as bad as he is.

76

This earth becomes his prison. 
He wanted to show how he would rule the world, so he took
the dominion from Adam and Eve by deceit, but now every-
one will be able to see what kind of a ruler he really is!

77

(Text: Revelation 20:3)
You will remember that Rev. 20:3 says:

“And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and
set a seal upon him, 

78

that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand
years should be fulfilled:

79

and after that he must be loosed a little season.”
The original Bible word for bottomless pit is abussos. 
This is the same word used in the Old Testament to describe
the world in its chaotic state before God formed this beautiful
world.

80

(Text: Jeremiah 4:23)
It is this same word used in the book of Jeremiah: 
“I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form and void; and
the heavens, and they had no light.” 
Jeremiah 4:23.

81

Yes, the world is an abussos or “bottomless pit.” 
It’s going to be a dark place!
Now, notice what else Jeremiah has to say about the earth at
this time: 

82
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(Text: Jeremiah 4:24, 25)
“I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the
hills moved lightly.

83

I beheld and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the
heavens were fled.” 
Jeremiah 4:24, 25.
You will notice that it said, “There was no man.”

84

(Text: Jeremiah 4:26)
Again Jeremiah says, “I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was
a wilderness,

85

and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of
the Lord, and by His fierce anger.” Verses 26, 27.

86

That certainly sounds like a grim place to take a vacation for
1,000 years, wouldn’t you say?
Satan and the wicked angels have nothing to do but wander to
and fro on the dark, devastated, lonely planet and reflect on
the results of their rebellion against God!

87

Now let us review the events that take place during the mil-
lennium:

88

1.  The earth is desolate and devastated.

89

2. All the unsaved are dead, slain by the brightness of Jesus’
coming.

90
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3. All the saved are in heaven, reigning with Christ.

91

4. Satan is bound on this dark, devastated planet to reflect on
his rebellion.

92

Will Satan change? 
What about the angels he led into rebellion? 
Will they choose to follow him again-or will they follow
Christ now?

93

One of the reasons God has chosen to put the millennium in
His timetable is that He wants to demonstrate to the universe
that if the devil, his angels, and those who have chosen to fol-
low him on this earth were given another chance,

they would make the same decision and choose the same mas-
ter.

They would reject the plan of salvation even though they had
a thousand chances to accept it.

94

What does the Bible say about their choice?

95

(Text: Revelation 20:7, 8)
The answer is given in Revelation 20:7, 8: “Now when the
thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his
prison

96
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and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four
corners of the earth . . .

97

to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand
of the sea.” 
Revelation 20:7, 8.
Perhaps you are wondering where all these people will come
from who are going to be in this battle.

98

(Text: Revelation 20:5)
Remember, we read in the 20th chapter of Revelation, verse 5:
“But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand
years were finished.”

99

Yes, the rest of the dead or the unsaved dead are raised in the
resurrection of damnation at the end of the millennium.
What a sight it will be to see the wicked dead raised to life-a
vast number, all the wicked from Adam’s day to the second
advent.

100

(Text: Revelation 20:8)
John says, “The number of whom is as the sand of the sea.” 
Revelation 20:8.

101

At this same time the Holy City, New Jerusalem, with Christ
and the saved, comes to earth at the end of the millennium! 
This City will become the target of Satan’s wrath, for the Bible
says,

102

(Text: Revelation 20:7, 8)
“And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be
loosed out of his prison,

103

and shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four
quarters of the earth . . .

104
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To gather them together to battle.” 
Revelation 20:7, 8.

105

Now Satan and his evil angels go out to deceive the wicked
again! 
He hasn’t changed one bit! 
Again the unsaved choose Satan as their leader.

106

The devil marshals them into one vast army bent on taking
the New Jerusalem by force. 
This is earth’s last battle! 
The mighty army, under the rebel angel’s leadership,
advances!

Let’s read what the Bible says will happen:

107

(Text: Revelation 20:9)
“They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the
camp of the saints and the beloved city.

108

And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured
them.” 
Revelation 20:9.

109

The battle is over! How sad when it could have been so differ-
ent!
What happens to the devil? The Bible tells us:

110

(Text: Revelation 20:10, 14, 15)
“The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone....

111
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Then Death and Hades were cast into the fire. This is the sec-
ond death.

112

And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast
into the lake of fire.” 
Revelation 20:10, 14, 15.
Peter saw this fire in vision and wrote:

113

(Text: 2 Peter 3:10)
“...The heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the ele-
ments shall melt with fervent heat,

114

the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned
up.” 
2 Peter 3:10
Satan, his evil angels, and sinners will then be forever gone!

115

We may have relatives, friends, or acquaintances whom we
love dearly who will be gone forever.
Of course, we will cry. How could it be otherwise?

116

(Text: Revelation 21:4)
But, the good news is: “And God shall wipe away every tear
from their eyes, there shall be no more death,

117

nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the
former things have passed away.” 
Revelation 21:4.

118

What a glorious eternity God promises the saved!
The human mind cannot comprehend the glory and beauty of
the paradise that God is preparing for those who love and are
willing to follow Him!

119



24 – Evil in Chains

18

And to think that all of this, the wicked could have enjoyed,
but the price seemed too high! 
They were unwilling to choose Christ as their Savior and
Lord.

Which group will you be in on that day, my friend? 
When that day comes, it will be too late to change sides.

Even at the beginning of the thousand years, when Jesus
comes, it will be too late. 
It could be too late even if you should die suddenly and with-
out warning.

The only way to be absolutely sure that you are among the
righteous at the end of the millennium is to give your heart
and life entirely to Jesus now-TODAY!

If you would like to fully, completely give your life to Jesus, I
would like you to come forward for special prayer.
If you have some problem in your life, come forward for
prayer right now.

120

If you have some habit you need victory over, come forward
for prayer.
If you are struggling with some temptation, come forward for
prayer.

Jesus will hear you.  Jesus will answer.  I’ll wait a minute, but
come, and come right now.
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Heaven is for Real

1

The story is told of a little girl who lived all of her life in the
city.  With the dazzling lights of the city lighting up the sky,
she never had an opportunity to see the stars.  
One summer her mom took her on vacation into the country.

2

In the evening after sunset, the stars sparkled like diamonds
in the night sky.  The little girl looked up amazed.  She was
overwhelmed with the dazzling beauty of the star-studded
sky.

3

She gasped and said, “Oh, mother, if heaven is so beautiful on
the wrong side, what must it be like on the right side.”

(Video: 5 sec) The subject of heaven has captured the attention
of men and women all over the world for centuries.  What is
heaven really like? 
Does it even exist? 
If so, where is it, and what is it like there?

4

Some people don’t believe in heaven. 
Others say there are three heavens, or even seven. 
Some say you go to heaven when you die.

5

Others say no, you go to a place called purgatory first, then
maybe heaven later.

6

Some say heaven is not a real place, but just a state of mind.

7
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There are those who believe that eventually, everybody will
end up in heaven. 
Some say very few people will make it there. 
So much confusion! So many opinions!

8

(Video: 7 sec) Why all these different opinions about heaven? 
Why all the varying opinions and theories when the Bible
makes it crystal clear?

9

In fact, do you know that the Bible is full of details about
heaven? 
God wants us to know what heaven is like so we will deter-
mine to be there!
Heaven is not a secret place that God is keeping from us.

10

In many large buildings, there is a key that fits each lock on
each door.

11

The owner of the building has that key which is called the
master key. That one key fits all doors.

12

God has a master key that unlocks the mysteries about heav-
en, and that master key is the Bible—our only reliable source
of information.

13

Fortunately, we don’t have to depend on human theories or
opinions. 
We don’t have to be confused what the real truth is about
heaven.

The apostle Peter wrote about this source of information.

14
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(Text: 2 Peter 1:19)
“We have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to
heed as a light that shines in a dark place,

15

until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” 
2 Peter 1:19.

16

God has revealed in His Word:
Where heaven will be
What heaven will be like
Where its capitol will be

17

What people will do there
What people will be like there
Where the saved will live
What the capitol city will look like

Now let’s take God’s master key-the Bible, and discover a very
real future that God has prepared for His followers.

18

In the Bible’s last book, Revelation, God Himself revealed to
John a picture of the future.  
John described what he saw:

19

(Text: Revelation 21:1, 2)
“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heav-
en and the first earth had passed away.

20

Also, there was no more sea.

21
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Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God,

22

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” Revelation 21:1,
2.

23

Few scenes present such happiness and beauty as that of a
bride preparing for her wedding day!

24

This heavenly home is not something that only John saw - all
of God’s prophets throughout the ages have known about it. 
Listen:

25

(Text: Acts 3:20, 21)
(Video: 4 seconds) “And that He may send Jesus Christ, who
was preached to you before,

26

whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all
things,

27

which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets
since the world began.” 
Acts 3:20, 21.

28

WHAT IS GOD GOING TO RESTORE?
God is going to restore everything Adam and Eve lost!
The earth came from the hands of the Creator in splendor and
perfection, beautiful beyond description.

29
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The Creator Himself had designed and decorated Adam and
Eve’s home, the Garden of Eden, a paradise. God had given
them the dominion of the earth.

30

They had perfect health, love, happiness, joy, and face-to-face
fellowship with God. 
Everything was peace and harmony.
They would never get sick or die if they chose to obey God’s
instructions.

31

And His instructions were: “Don’t eat of the forbidden tree in
the Garden of Eden, or you will die.”

32

But they chose to eat of the tree. 
They listened to a cruel, deceiving rebel angel named Satan
rather than listening to a loving, caring God.

33

Afterward, for the first time in their lives, they felt guilty,
ashamed, and afraid. 
It was the most tragic day in the history of Planet Earth.

34

By their disobedience, they lost everything: their garden
home, their dominion of Earth, and access to the Tree of Life. 
Without being able to eat of the Tree of Life, they would even-
tually die.

No longer did they have eternal life. 
Their happiness, love, and fellowship with the Creator would
end. 
Our perfect world became blighted with the curse of sin.

35

Earth became a place of sorrow and suffering, of disease and
death. 
No longer masters, Adam and Eve became slaves.
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(Text: Romans 6:16)
Paul said, “Do you not know that to whom you present your-
selves slaves to obey,

36

you are that one’s slaves whom you obey?” Romans 6:16.
But a loving, caring God understood.
The serpent had deceived Adam and Eve.
God loved them so much He couldn’t leave His erring chil-
dren without hope.

37

At the gates of the garden, God promised Adam and Eve that
one day His Son, the Seed of the Woman, would come and die
for them so they could be restored to the Family of God and
have eternal life.

38

(Text: Genesis 3:15)
“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your seed and her Seed;

39

He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”
Genesis 3:15.

40

As generations passed and men multiplied on earth, sin also
multiplied. 
Mankind had almost forgotten God and His promise.

41

(Text: Genesis 6:5)
People became vile and immoral and “the LORD saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth,

42

and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.” 
Genesis 6:5.

43
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It finally became necessary for God to destroy the wicked by
the Great Flood in order to preserve life on the earth.
Only eight people survived!
After the Great Flood, it wasn’t many generations before peo-
ple became corrupt again.

44

In order to preserve a holy people on earth, God called
Abraham and his family out of the idolatrous and corrupt Ur
of the Chaldees.
His family would doubtless have become wicked also had
they stayed in that city.

45

(Text: Genesis 12:1, 2)
The Lord said to Abraham, “...Get out of your country, from
your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will
show you.

46

I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your
name great; and you shall be a blessing.” Genesis 12:1, 2.

47

Abraham was willing to leave the luxury of his Chaldean
home.  He didn’t know where he was going,  but he did have a
glimpse of what God had in store for him.

48

(Text: Hebrews 11:9, 10)
“By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign coun-
try,

49

dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of
the same promise.”

50

For he waited for the city which has foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.” Hebrews 11:9, 10.
God promised to give to Abraham and his children all that
Adam and Eve lost.

51



25 – The Best is Yet to Come!

8

The prophets of all ages believed and looked forward to the
restoration of all things. 
God lists some of the Bible’s Hall of Faith in

52

Hebrews, chapter 11. Abraham, Enoch, Noah, Abel, Isaac,
Rahab, David, and Samuel are just a few of the great people of
faith who believed in God’s promise to restore what Adam
and Eve lost.
Notice what the Bible says about these heroes: 

53

(Text: Hebrews 11:13, 16)
“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, were assured of them, embraced
them. . . .

54

But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country there-
fore God is not ashamed to be called their God,

55

for He has prepared a city for them.” Hebrews 11:13, 16.

56

Isaiah, the greatest of all the messianic prophets, gives us a
thrilling description of the restoration God has prepared,
Let’s take a look at the things God revealed to Isaiah:

57

(Text: Isaiah 65:17)
“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth:

58

and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into
mind.” 
Isaiah 65:17.

59
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(Text: Isaiah 60:18)
And again: “Violence shall no longer be heard in your land,
neither wasting nor destruction within your borders;

60

But you shall call your walls Salvation, and your gates Praise.” 
Isaiah. 60:18.

61

(Video: 18 sec) Just think-NO violence there! Just peace and
harmony! 
Isn’t that WONDERFUL to think about? 
No need there to find weapons to defend and protect our-
selves.

62

No rapists or thieves! 
And won’t it be wonderful to walk those streets of gold and
not worry about being attacked or robbed?  
But that isn’t all that the prophet can tell us.
Listen:

(Text: Isaiah 11:6)
“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie
down with the young goat....

63

and a little child shall lead them.” 
Isaiah 11:6.

64

Now listen to what else the Bible has to say about Planet Earth
when it is finally restored to its original beauty:

65

(Text: Isaiah 33:24)
“And the inhabitant shall not say, ‘I am sick’.” 
Isaiah 33:24.
No heart attacks, no cancer, no allergies-just perfect health for
eternity! 

66
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(Text: Isaiah 35:5)
“Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened.” Isaiah 35:5. 
No doubt the first thing the formerly blind will want to see
will be the face of Jesus!
Oh, what a glorious day that will be for those who were blind!

67

(Text: Isaiah 35:5, 6)
“...The ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.” Isaiah 35:5.

68

“Then the lame shall leap as a deer.” Isaiah 35:6.
No more wheelchairs! No more crutches!
Everyone will have perfect bodies.

69

(Text: Isaiah 35:6)
“...And the tongue of the dumb sing.” Isaiah 35:6.
Not only will they talk, but they will sing! 
What a happy day that will be! 
But there is even more wonderful news!

70

(Text: Isaiah 35:1)
“The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, and
the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.” Isaiah 35:1.
What a beautiful place the new earth will be!

71

(Text: Isaiah 65:21, 22)
“They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant
vineyards, and eat their fruit.

72

They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant,
and another eat;

73

for as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, and
My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.” 
Isaiah 65:21, 22.

74
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It certainly sounds as if heaven will be a real place with real
people doing real things, doesn’t it? 
In fact, we will have our own names, and people will know
us!

75

(Text: Isaiah 66:22, 23)
“‘For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will
make, shall remain before me,’ says the Lord,

76

‘so shall your descendents and your name remain.’” Isaiah
66:22.

77

“‘And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to anoth-
er and from one Sabbath to another,

78

shall all flesh come to worship before me,’ says the Lord.” 
Isaiah 66:23. 
The new earth will be a happy place, a joyful place, for God
and His people.

79

(Text: Isaiah 35:10)
“And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion
with singing,

80

with everlasting joy upon their heads. They shall obtain joy
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” Isaiah
35:10.
Doesn’t that sound exciting?

81

It will be a wonderful, joyful celebration as the saved come
each Sabbath to the Holy City to praise and sing and have fel-
lowship.

82
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Jesus said He is building us each a mansion. 
We’ll enjoy that, but Isaiah said we too will build houses!

83

Well, it seems that perhaps we will have a country home that
we ourselves will build, and then each weekend we will go to
the capitol of the New Earth and use our mansion in the city.

(Video: 7 sec) The Bible picture of heaven is clear.
God will create a new heavens and a new earth.  
The Holy City, the New Jerusalem, will descend from God out
of heaven.  

84

Earth, this planet in rebellion, fallen by sin, will become the
capitol of the whole universe.  
It may surprise you, but this earth is to be the future home of
the saved.  Jesus stated it this way.

(Text: Matthew 5:5)
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”
Matthew 5:5.
God is going to restore Planet Earth to its original perfection,
and what a glorious New Earth that will be!

85

Perhaps you will remember some of the wonderful promises
Jesus gave to His disciples and followers of all ages just
before He returned to heaven:

86

(Text: John 14:1-3)
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe
also in me

87

In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you... 

88
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And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you to myself; 

89

that where I am, there you may be also.” 
John 14:1-3.

90

(Text: Matthew 6:10)
The model prayer that Jesus taught His disciples says,  “Your
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
Matthew 6:10.  

91

Here we see that Jesus asks us to pray for the restoration of all
things.

Now, let’s consider in more detail the magnificent city John
saw in vision on the Isle of Patmos.
It seems as if the prophet had a hard time finding words to
express the grandeur of the Holy City.
The Bible says that:

92

(Text: 1 Corinthians 2:9)
“…Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the
heart of man,

93

the things which God has prepared for those who  love Him.” 
1 Corinthians 2: 9.
But wait a minute.
Most people fail to read the next verse that says,

94

(Text: 1 Corinthians 2:10)
“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit…”

95
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You see, God has revealed these things by the Holy Spirit to
the prophets, who wrote them down for us. 
And no doubt, the half has not been told!

96

Friends, that’s the way it was with John and Isaiah and all the
prophets. 
It’s all true—and the half has not been told!

97

When John unfolds the details of the Holy City, it seems just
too fabulous to be true.
But we have God’s Word for it!  Here’s what John saw.

(Video: 11 sec) John said he saw a new heaven and a new
earth, and that there was no more sea. 
Then he saw the Holy City descending out of heaven.
He then tells us all about the city:

98

(Text: Revelation 21:1-3, 11, 17, 21)
“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heav-
en and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no
more sea.” Revelation 21:1.

99

“Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as  a bride adorned for her
husband.”   Revelation 21:2.

100

“And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, 

101

and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people.
God Himself will be with them and be their God.’” Revelation
21:3.

102
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“... Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper
stone, clear as crystal.” Revelation 21:11.

103

“Then he measured its wall:144 cubits [66 meters] . . .” (verse
17).

104

“The twelve gates were twelve pearls . . .” So there are pearly
gates! (verse 21).

105

(Text: Revelation 21:12, 21, 23)
“... a great and high wall ... and names written on them, which
are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel.”
(verse 12).

106

“... The street of  the city was pure gold, like 
transparent glass.”  (verses 21).

107

“The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for
the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.”
(verse 23).

108

(Text: Revelation 22:1, 2, 5)
“. . . a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
from the throne of God and of the Lamb.”

109

“. . . On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing
twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month . . .”

110
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“There shall be no night there . . .” Rev. 22:5.
The throne of God and the Lamb will be in the capitol-New
Jerusalem.

111

(Text: Revelation 22:3)
“And there shall be no more curse, but the throne
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it . . .”  Rev. 22:3.

And one of the most wonderful gifts is found in Revelation
21:4:

112

(Text: Revelation 21:4)
“And God will wipe away every tear from their
eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow,

113

nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things
have passed away.” Revelation 21:4.
Perhaps you are wondering how big the Holy City is.

114

(Text: Revelation 21:16)
John gives exact details as to the size of this city: “And the city
is laid out as a square, its length is a great as its breadth.

115

And he [that is, the angel] measured the city with the reed:
twelve thousand  furlongs.”
Revelation 21:16.

116

[A furlong is one-eighth of an English mile-thus 12,000 fur-
longs would be about 2400 kilometers around]. 
Ancient cities were measured by the distance around the out-
side walls. 

117

So the city would be approximately 600 km or 375 miles on
each side.
And perhaps you are wondering if this city will be large
enough for the saved.
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Tokyo has nearly 35 million people living in the city.

118

Greater New York City houses over 20 million people.

119

Seoul and Mexico City also have nearly 20 million each.

120

One mathematician has estimated that the New Jerusalem,
however, could house two billion people! 
In other words, there will be room for everyone who wants to
be there.
But what will keep us busy in such a wonderful place?

121

(Video: 15 sec) No crime, no sickness, no hunger or disease—
just peace and harmony forever!
It sounds as if we will do a lot of things: Build our country
dream home, plant our own gardens.

122

Jesus, the Creator, will be there to open to us the mysteries of
Creation. 
We will always be learning new things. 
We will be able to travel any time we wish.

123

We will have time to be with our friends and loved ones.
And each Sabbath we will be praising God and singing with
the angels and Jesus—our special time to fellowship with our
Lord.

124

Well, you may ask, “How can we be certain that we can be
there?  
The answer is simple.
The Bible, our master key, says:
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(Text: Galatians 3:29)
“And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise.” 
Galatians 3:29.

125

In other words, if you accept Jesus as your Saviour this prom-
ise that God gave to Abraham is yours too.
As we study the Bible, it is interesting to notice that

126

the first three chapters tells how God created the world and
the paradise home for Adam and Eve. 
But Adam and Eve lost it all.

127

The last three chapters of the Bible give us a preview of God’s
plan to restore what Adam and Eve lost-a beautiful tomorrow
where our fondest dreams will come true!

128

A number of years ago, a boat transporting sheep became lost
in the fog on the North Sea.  The boat drifted aimlessly for
three days. The sheep aboard the boat refused to eat the stale
hay.
They wandered to the side of the ship and began to bleat.  

129

They continued to baa and baa and baa.  The captain and ship-
hands were utterly amazed.  They wondered why?  
Soon the fog lifted.  The boat was a few yards off the Scottish
coast. 

The sheep had smelled the freshly mown hay lying in beauti-
ful Scottish fields.  They refused to eat the days-old, stale hay
their owners tried to feed them.

(Video: 7 sec) When we get a smell of heaven, we adjust our
priorities.  When we get a smell of eternity, everything else fits
into place.  We long for another land.  We want to be on eterni-
ty’s shore.  

130
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Are you homesick for heaven?  Do you want to be there? 
Is the desire of your heart to live with Christ in glory forever?

Would you like to say, “Yes, Lord, I want to be with you.  I
long to be with you forever and ever and ever?”

(Text: Revelation 22:17)
God gives you the invitation: “The Spirit and the Bride say,
‘Come’.” Revelation 22:17.

131

Don’t put it off! 
You can be a part of God’s fabulous tomorrow.
Invite Him into your heart and heaven will be your home!
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