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A Dream From the Past Speaks to the Present 

1

An absent-minded scholar was riding the train one day, totally
absorbed in his reading.  The conductor walked by and asked
for his ticket.  The scholar reached into all his pockets but
couldn’t find it.  He began checking again, rather frantically.

2

So the conductor said, very kindly, “Never mind, sir, when
you find it, mail it to the company.  I’m certain you have it.”
The scholar shot back in a panic, “But you don’t understand,
I’ve got to find it now! I need that ticket to know where in the
world I’m supposed to be going!”

Millions of people around the world tonight are asking:
“Where in the world are we headed?”  The future appears
uncertain.  They are confused.  They wonder where our world
is going.

We don’t need to wonder any longer.  Twenty-five hundred
years ago an ancient king’s dream outlined the history of our
world.

(Video: 10 sec) Scientists say that all of us dream-usually sev-
eral times each night. 
But most of our dreams, we don’t remember.

3

Perhaps the most remarkable dream ever recorded in all of
history occurred one night over 2,600 years ago in the ancient
kingdom of Babylon.

4

The story of the dream is well documented, it was written and
told by the man who experienced it.
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The biblical Book of Daniel, chapter two, tells the story.
However, the man who had the dream, the powerful king
Nebuchadnezzar, could not (or would not) recall what it was
that he had dreamed! 

5

He knew it was no ordinary dream.  He knew the mysterious
dream must have an extremely important interpretation.  
And indeed, it did!

God had given him a dream that outlined for us the world’s
history — especially of Europe and the Middle East — from
King Nebuchadnezzar’s day until the end of time! 

6

Thank God that He shared with us what the future holds.
Babylon, the first world empire, was the greatest, richest, and
most influential of all the empires in the then known civilized
world.

7

It also had the most powerful king. 
This leader of men had managed by sheer force to put down
his enemies one by one until his kingdom stood as the Queen
of nations.

In the second year of his reign, King Nebuchadnezzar went to
bed wondering just how long his kingdom would endure. 
He, like other rulers, wanted to know about the future.

8

That night, God looked down from heaven and chose to
entrust this benevolent dictator with a look into the future.

When the king woke up early from his fitful sleep, He was
troubled. 
He had experienced a dream, and he knew that it was some-
thing of great importance, but he apparently couldn’t remem-
ber what it was!

9
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The Babylonians placed great importance on dreams, and the
king wanted to know the dream and its interpretation.

Of course, he had astrologers, magicians, enchanters, and sor-
cerers. 
Surely they could tell him what it was all about.
Despite the early hour, they were summoned to the court.  
When they came in and stood before the king, he said to them,

10

(Text: Daniel 2:3)
“...I have had a dream, and my spirit is anxious to know the
dream.” 
Daniel 2:3.

11

These men were like many who pretend to know and foretell
the future. 
They could make a guess at interpreting dreams, but they did-
n’t really know the dream’s meaning.
They stalled for time. Finally they said, 

12

(Text: Daniel 2:4)
“...O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we
will give the interpretation.”

13

But their self-confidence soon vanished as the proud monarch,
tired of their stalling, said,

(Text: Daniel 2:5, 6)
“The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, ‘My decision
is firm:

14

if you do not make known the dream to me, and its interpreta-
tion, you shall be cut in pieces,

15
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and your houses shall be made an ash heap.

16

However, if you tell the dream and its interpretation, you shall
receive from me gifts,

17

rewards, and great honor. Therefore tell me the dream and its
interpretation.’” 
Verses 4-6.

18

Again they tried to get the king to tell the dream. 
The king knew by this time that they were frauds. 
He threatened them again, and finally they confessed,

19

(Text: Daniel 2:10, 11)
”The Chaldeans answered the king, and said, ‘There is not a
man on earth who can tell the king’s matter;

20

therefore no king, lord, or ruler has ever asked such things of
any magician, astrologer, or Chaldean

21

... there is no other who can tell it to the king except the gods,
whose dwelling is not with flesh.”  
Daniel 2:10, 11.

22

The Bible says the king was furious and commanded his sol-
diers to execute all of the wise men.

23
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Unfortunately, Daniel and the three Hebrew young men with
him were classed among the wise men, though they were not
present with the wise men when the king demanded an expla-
nation of his dream.

24

When the soldiers came to get Daniel for the execution, he was
shocked, but he asked for time that he might consult the God
whose dwelling was not with men, and ask for wisdom to
make the dream known to the king. (Verses 12-15.)

The king, out of respect for this honest young man, granted
Daniel time to talk to his God — the God of creation. 
What a responsibility rested upon Daniel’s shoulders.

25

Not only was his life and the lives of his three friends at stake,
but the lives of all the wise men of Babylon!  
Daniel returned to his house and explained the situation.

They all pled for mercy from the God of heaven to reveal this
mystery, so that they might not be executed with the rest of the
wise men in Babylon.

26

What a prayer meeting that must have been! 
Four young Hebrews praying that God would reveal the
dream of a heathen king before a fateful deadline! (Verses 16-
18.)

The Bible says that the God of Daniel that very night revealed
the secret dream to him in a night vision. 
The God of heaven did not fail to hear and honor those
prayers! 
So Daniel blessed the God of heaven and said,

27

(Text: Daniel 2:23)
“I thank you and praise You, O God of my fathers; You have
given me wisdom and might,

28
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and have now made known to me what we asked of You, for
You have made known to us the king’s demand.” Verse 23.

29

What excitement there must have been in the hearts of Daniel
and the three Hebrew friends! 
Daniel ran to the chief executioner, Arioch, as the Bible says:

(Text: Daniel 2:24)
“Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had
appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He went and
said to him:

30

Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king,
and I will interpret his dream for him.” Daniel 2:24, NIV.

31

As Daniel came into the presence of the king,
Nebuchadnezzar asked him if he was able to make known
what the king had dreamed—along with its interpretation. 
Let’s take a look at how Daniel replied to the king:

32

(Text: Daniel 2:27, 28)
“The secret which the king has demanded, the wise men, the
astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare
to the king.

33

But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has
made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what
will be in the latter days...” 
Verses 27, 28.

34

Notice that Daniel did not take the credit for this knowledge. 
He knew that only God could reveal the future.

35
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(Text: Isaiah 46:9, 10)
No doubt he had studied Isaiah 46:9, 10: 
“... For I am God and there is no other; I am God, and there is
none like Me,

36

declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times
things that are not yet done...”

37

This wisdom came from God, who had taken this occasion to
outline the history of the world for over 2,600 years to King
Nebuchadnezzar and to us.
First, Daniel gives the background of this dream that the king
had dreamed:

38

(Text: Daniel 2:29)
“As for you, O king, thoughts came to your mind while on
your bed, about what would come to pass after this;

39

and He who reveals secrets has made known to you what will
be.” [in the latter days]
Daniel 2:29.

40

(Text: Daniel 2:31)
Next, Daniel tells the dream: 
“You O king, were watching; and behold, a great image!

41

This great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood before
you; and its form was awesome.” 
Verse 31.

42

(Video: 9 seconds)
Can’t you almost hear the king saying excitedly, “Yes, yes-
that’s it! An awesome image, towering above everything!”
Daniel describes the dream so clearly that Nebuchadnezzar
has no doubt that it is the same dream he had.

43
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(Text: Daniel 2:32, 33)
Then Daniel continues: 
“This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of sil-
ver, its belly and thighs of bronze,

44

its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.

45

(Video: 14 sec) Amazed, Nebuchadnezzar listens as Daniel
describes the elements making up the image exactly as he had
seen it in the dream.
The head was bright shining gold.

46

The chest with the arms, was of less lustrous silver.
The belly and thighs were bronze or brass. 
The legs were iron, and the feet were a mixture of clay and
iron.

(Text: Daniel 2:34, 35)
You watched while a stone was cut out without hands,

47

which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke
them in pieces.

48

Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold
were crushed together,

49

and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the
wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found.

50
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(Video: 9 sec)
Next the king must have been startled to see a stone hurtling
out of nowhere and coming with great speed, striking the
image at it’s feet, 

51

crushing them, and then violently shattering and pounding
the whole image in to dust so fine the wind removed it with-
out a trace.

(Text: Daniel 2:35)
And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain
and filled the whole earth.” 
Daniel 2:29-35.

52

(Video: 8 Sec)
“Yes, Daniel,” the king must have said, “a rock was cut out
without hands and smashed the image and became a moun-
tain that filled the earth.”

53

The whole dream was exactly as the king had dreamed it.
Imagine how amazed Nebuchadnezzar must have been to be
told by this noble young man every detail of the dream just
the way he had seen it himself! 

One thing must have been absolutely certain to the king, no
man could have revealed this to Daniel, no man can tell what
someone else dreamed!  It could only have come from some
divine source.

54

The king may have wondered now what the dream had to do
with him.  We might have the same thought.
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, however, predicts the rise and fall
of key nations of the earth.  

55

The kingdoms represented in his dream have in some way or
another influenced every nation of the world, especially in
modern times. 
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(Video: 4 sec) In just a few words God sketched the main
course of history from Babylon’s time – 600 years before Christ
– to the climax of Earth’s history.
Finally, Daniel gets to the heart of the dream.

56

(Text: Daniel 2:38)
Looking straight at the king, Daniel said: “You are this head of
gold.” 
Verse 38.

57

Babylon was the head — a nation of pure gold! 
A smile of satisfaction must have crossed the king’s face as he
heard those words.

The military conquests and the architectural splendor of
Babylon were unsurpassed. 
Historians confirm that gold was a fitting symbol to represent
the kingdom of Babylon.

58

Gold was lavishly used to embellish the buildings of Babylon.
Notice one historian’s description of that great ancient city:

59

“Situated in the garden of the east; laid out in a perfect square
. . . with a moat or ditch around it . . .

60

its gates of brass, its hanging gardens rising terrace above ter-
race . . . its two royal palaces . . .

61

there, with the whole earth prostrate at her feet, a queen in
peerless grandeur . . .

62
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stood this city, fit capital of that kingdom which was repre-
sented by the golden head.”
-Uriah Smith, The Prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation,

pp. 33, 34.

63

The fabulous hanging gardens of Babylon were one of the
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World!

64

Had Daniel been a clever politician trying to make a name for
himself in Babylon, he would have stopped the interpretation
of the dream right there.

65

But Daniel had a message that God wanted revealed to the
world — a message not just for his time, but one that would
be relevant to the end of Earth’s history.

(Text: Daniel 2:39)
So Daniel humbly but boldly declared to the king:
“After you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours.” 
Daniel 2:39.

66

The king’s smile of satisfaction might have quickly faded
when he heard those words from Daniel. 
Babylon’s proud monarch had probably never given a thought
to the idea that any other nation would ever rule the world.

67

In fact, archaeologists have excavated clay tablets inscribed
with these words by Nebuchadnezzar: 

68

“The fortifications of Esagila and Babylon I strengthened and
established the name of my reign forever.”

69
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(Text: Daniel 4:30)
The Bible states that proud Nebuchadnezzar “spoke, saying,
‘Is not this great Babylon,

70

that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and
for the honor of my majesty?’” Daniel 4:30

71

However, God said that another power would arise that would
supersede the golden kingdom of Babylon.
And Daniel lived to see that happen.

(Video: 13 sec) During the reign of Belshazzar, the arrogant
and proud grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus the Mede laid
siege to Babylon. 

72

On October 13, 539 B.C., the golden kingdom of Babylon came
to an inglorious end!

73

Notice that God had prophesied exactly by whom and how the
city would be taken. 
Nearly 200 years before the fall of Babylon, 

74

(Text: Isaiah 45:1)
God, through the prophet Isaiah, said:
“Thus says the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right
hand I have held — to subdue nations before him

75

and loose the armor of kings, to open before him the double
doors, so that the gates will not be shut.” 
Isaiah 45:1.

76
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God even told by whom it would happen: Cyrus the Mede,
150 years before he was born.

77

(Video: 8 sec) 
Cyrus could not break down the walls, as they were too high
and too thick, so he devised another way:

78

He would divert the river that ran through the center of the
city, and his army would go down the river bed until they
found a way into the city.
Someone, through carelessness or treachery, had left the mas-
sive inner gates of bronze unguarded and open!

The soldiers of Cyrus entered the city and killed the king and
his nobles as they drank wine from the golden vessels taken
by King Nebuchadnezzar when he had captured the city of
Jerusalem.

79

He had looted the golden vessels from Solomon’s temple,
years before.

Daniel had predicted that after the golden empire of Babylon,
another kingdom inferior to Babylon, represented by the chest
and arms of silver, would come to power.

80

The coalition government of the Medes and Persians was cer-
tainly inferior to the glorious Babylonian Empire, but it ruled
the Middle East for two centuries.
Daniel predicted that the kingdom of silver would have its
limitations also:

81

(Text: Daniel 2:39)
“. . . Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the
whole earth.” 
Daniel 2:39 NIV.
Did that come to pass? Yes, indeed!

82
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This prediction of the metal image, the bronze belly and
thighs of bronze, was fulfilled when the brilliant young gen-
eral, Alexander the Great, defeated Darius III of Persia in the
Battle of Arbela in 33l B.C. and the third world empire was
Greece!

83

At the youthful age of 25, young Alexander became ruler over
one of the most extensive empires the world had known.

84

The Greek historian Arian, writing about Alexander, said, 
“I am persuaded that there was no nation, city, nor people ...
where his name did not reach....

85

There seems to me to have been some divine hand presiding
both over his birth and actions.”
-Historical Library, book 16, chapter 12.

86

Fittingly, much of the armor worn by the Greek infantry was
made of brass, the third metal in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.

87

Alexander died before his 33rd birthday of a fever.
After his death, his empire was weakened and split into sever-
al parts until finally,

88

“On June 22, 168 B.C., at the Battle of Pydna, perished the
empire of Alexander the Great, 144 years after his death.”

-History of Rome, book 3, Chapter 10.

89

Now comes the most terrible of these ancient kingdoms. 
You remember that God predicted that there would be four
world empires, one after another.

90
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Indeed, the iron legs described well the ruthless destructive
power of the fourth world empire.
Here is how Daniel described it to the king:

91

(Text: Daniel 2:40 )
“And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron…” (Daniel
2:40).

92

Her Caesars called themselves gods and demanded the wor-
ship and obedience of all men. 
It was during this time of Roman rule that two events of great
importance took place in this nation.

93

1. Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
It was a Roman governor who made a decree to kill all the
male babies who were two years old or younger in Bethlehem.
He had hoped to kill Jesus. And 

94

2. Jesus was crucified in Judea, under Roman authority.
A Roman governor allowed Jesus to be condemned. 
Jesus was nailed to the cross by Roman soldiers, and a Roman
seal was placed over Jesus’ tomb to try to keep Him in it.

95

Now the pattern of the prophecy changed. 
No single WORLD EMPIRE would follow Rome.

(Text: Daniel 2:41, 43)
Daniel wrote: “Just as you saw that the feet and toes were
partly of baked clay and partly of iron,

96

so this will be a divided kingdom . . .

97
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... so the people will be a mixture and will not remain united, 

98

any more than iron mixes with clay.” Daniel 2:41, 43.

99

In other words, the prophet predicted, not a fifth world
empire would rise, but a division of the iron monarchy of
Rome would occur.

100

(Video: 3 sec) Rome would be divided into a number of king-
doms. 

101

The iron fibers of this giant empire of Rome that had ruled for
nearly 600 years disintegrated.

102

Through luxury, political corruption, and moral decay, Rome
lost its stability and strength, becoming an easy prey for bar-
baric tribes that began to invade the empire between A.D. 351
and A.D. 476.

103

Emperor Augustus was deposed, and Rome was divided into
many segments represented by the feet and toes of the image
made of iron and clay.

104

(Text: Daniel 2:43)
“As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle
with the seed of men;

105
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but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not
mix with clay.” 
Daniel 2:43.

106

Barbarian invasions of Rome divided the empire. 
These divisions represented by the feet of iron and clay,
formed the foundations of the nations located in Europe today.

(Video: 6 sec)Ten of these barbaric tribes are listed as follows
by most historians:
Alamanni - Germans, Burgundians - Swiss, Franks - French,
Lombarads - Italians, Saxons - English

107

(Video: 6 sec)
Suevi - Portequese, Visigoths - Spanish
Heruli, Ostrogoths, Vandals -now extinct or merged with other
nations around them.

108

God’s proclamation that these kingdoms will never be reunit-
ed as a world empire again limits what these nations do.

109

Europe will still stay divided.  They will not stay together!

Even with the European market and a common currency, they
are still divided.

110

He said that even if they mingle themselves with the seed of
men.  In other words, they would intermarry royalty.

111

In a palace in Denmark, the family tree of the royal families of
Europe is pictured. 
They were all related! They hoped it would prevent any wars. 
Well, it didn’t work.

112
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They couldn’t get along. So, many of the wars fought in
Europe were really family squabbles! 
God had predicted that they would not stick together.

113

They tried to put the Roman Empire back together, but this
would never last, even as iron and clay will not stick together!

Think of the many attempts that have been made to glue the
nations of Europe together again. 
What happened to these would-be world leaders who tried to
unite divided Europe?

114

(Video: 11 sec)
Charlemagne - DEFEATED, Charles V - DEFEATED, Louis
XIV - DEFEATED, Napoleon - DEFEATED, Kaiser Wilhelm -
DEFEATED, Hitler - DEFEATED

115

Exiled on the isle of Elba, Napoleon — that mighty warrior of
France in the early 1800s — had to admit that God was too
much for him. 
God was too much for all of them!

God had said, “THEY SHALL NOT CLEAVE ONE TO
ANOTHER!” 
A fitting epitaph for all of these would-be world rulers!

116

However, men are still trying to weld the European countries
together, but they just can’t seem to stick together, just as God
has said! 
They may get together, but they can’t stick together!

(Video: 12 sec)
Nebuchadnezzar must have been puzzled by this turn of
prophecy.
God foretold the doom of four great world empires.

117
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He predicted that Rome would be succeeded by a number of
nations, seven of which are represented in Western Europe
today — some strong, some weak, but all hopelessly divided.

What would happen next?
With obvious joy and confidence, Daniel now came to the
astounding climax in interpreting the dream of the great
metallic image. He wrote:

118

(Text: Daniel 2:44, 45)
”In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a
kingdom that will never be destroyed,

119

Nor will it be left to another people.  
It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but
it will itself endure forever.”

120

“This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a
mountain but not by human hands—

121

A rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and
the gold to pieces.

122

the great God has shown the king what will take place in the
future. The dream is true, and the interpretation is trustwor-
thy.” 
Daniel 2:44, 45.

123

The next great event on the stage of human history will be the
second coming of Christ and the establishment of His king-
dom, represented by the stone “cut out without hands.”

124
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His kingdom will be founded, not by the hands of men, but
by the mighty hand of God — a kingdom that will fill the
whole earth.

(Text: Revelation 11:15)
Then will be fulfilled the prophecy,
“...The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of
our Lord ... and He shall reign forever and ever.” 
Revelation 11:15.

125

Notice the last events covered by this amazing prophecy in the
Book of Daniel:

126

Jesus’ second coming.

127

The nations of the world will come to an end.

128

God will set up His kingdom.

129

This kingdom will last forever.

130

Jesus will be anointed as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

131
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He comes to earth to reign over an everlasting kingdom.

132

When Daniel finished telling the king his sensational vision
and God’s astounding interpretation, King Nebuchadnezzar
rose from his throne

133

and humbly prostrated himself before Daniel in honor of
Daniel’s great God, whose wisdom and power had been so
impressively demonstrated.

(Text: Daniel 2:47)
The king said to Daniel, “...Surely your God is the God of
gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries…” 
Daniel 2:47.
Truly, Daniel’s God is the God I want to be my God — the

134

By this giant metal image seen by Nebuchadnezzar in his
dream six centuries before the birth of Christ, God unveiled
the mysteries of centuries to come!

135

Yes, friend, “The dream is certain, and interpretation is sure!” 
The journey is almost over!
The next great event is Christ coming in the clouds to set up
His everlasting kingdom.

136

(Video: 5 sec) The kingdoms represented by the gold, the sil-
ver, the brass, and the iron have all passed into history.
And the next glorious event is our Lord’s soon coming!

137

He has planned a beautiful tomorrow that has been made pos-
sible through the blood-stained cross on Calvary.
It is only a short time until all of these things are fulfilled.
Right now God is making up His kingdom and those who
will be a part of that kingdom.

138
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(Video: 7 sec) We can be certain that we will be a part of it if
we will only, by faith, do what the thief on the cross did as he
hung between heaven and earth next to Jesus.

139

He couldn’t get any closer to Jesus, but he knew that he was a
sinner and that he needed to be saved from those sins that he
had committed.

He looked over at the Savior of the world and saw the blood
running down His face from His thorn-pierced brow.
His heart was touched. He confessed his sins and cried out,

(Text: Luke 23:42)
“Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” 
Luke 23:42. 
And Jesus gave him the assurance that he would be with Him
in that kingdom.

140

You, too, can pray that prayer and receive that same assurance
that you will be with Christ in His kingdom that is soon to be
set up here on this earth.

141

(Text: Matthew 25:34)
Then you will hear from Christ’s lips this invitation at His
return: 
“. . .Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you. . .” Matthew 25:34.

142

This world is not in the hands of human beings.  
It is in the hand of God.  We can face the future with greater
confidence.  Soon Christ will come.

143

The rock cut out without hands will smite the image.  
The kingdoms of this earth will crumble.  
God will usher in His eternal, everlasting kingdom.
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You can have confidence in this God.  
You can trust in this God.  
You can rest securely in His hands.

144

He is calling you today.
He is inviting you to come today.
He is appealing to your heart right now.

Would you like to say, “Yes, Lord, I will completely trust you.
I do surrender my life to your right now as we pray?”



2 – Signs You Can’t Ignore!

1

Facing the Future Unafraid

1

One beautiful summer day, a father and his nine-year-old
daughter were swimming in the ocean.  
They’d been splashing in the waves for a while when sudden-
ly the tide began to go out with considerable force. 
It quickly took the little girl some distance away.

2

Her father couldn’t reach her.  She’d need help if she was to
get back to the shore.
Fortunately, instead of panicking, the father called out, “Float
and swim quietly; don’t be afraid.  I’ll be back to get you.” 

Then he hurried away to find a boat.
When the father got back to the spot with a boat and some res-
cuers, his heart sank.  His daughter wasn’t there.  She’d been
swept far out to sea.  

But when they finally reached her, the girl was floating calmly
around as her father had instructed.

Later she was asked how she managed to remain so calm all
alone, far out in the ocean.  She answered, “I just did what
Dad told me to do.  I knew he’d come back, and I wasn’t
afraid.”

3

That courageous little girl’s hope had kept her alive; it enabled
her to survive and be rescued.
The great hope which keeps our faith as Christians is the hope
that our heavenly Father is about ready to rescue this planet
on the verge of destruction.

(Video: 10 Sec.) Recently a famous scientist stated his fear the
world might not last another thousand years.
He says that man-made pollution of our earth’s atmosphere
will cause temperatures to rise around the world,

4
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2

creating deadly heat waves on earth and flooding the conti-
nents as the polar ice caps melt.
But others think the world will end in a different way.

5

(Video: 5 sec) Some say we will destroy ourselves in a nuclear
war.

6

Others say we’ll run out of food and other resources as world
population continues to explode.

7

Still others say we may be wiped out as a huge comet or aster-
oid collides with earth.

8

And then there are those who think someday aliens from
another planet will arrive and destroy us all.
Most of us, of course, have plenty of other things to worry
about.

9

We struggle with just trying to make a living or to get along
with others, or with sickness and grief and death.

10

For many of us, maybe most of us, life isn’t easy.
It’s so hard sometimes that we may find ourselves often wish-
ing the world WOULD end!
Surely life wasn’t made to be so full of pain and hunger and
weariness and stress. We want a better world!

11

Well, my friend, there is good news! This world IS going to
end. And there IS a better world coming!

12
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Nearly all of us would like to know how and when the world
will end.
Will it end in our lifetime-or a thousand or ten thousand years
from now?

13

And who is right about HOW it will end? 
There’s no shortage of prophets making their predictions.

14

But the problem is finding prophets whose predictions are
accurate – prophets whose prophecies really come true!

15

(Video: 15 sec.)But do you know that there IS someone whose
prophecies have all come true-every last one of them?

16

Someone who can tell us exactly how the world is going to
end-and whether it’s going to end soon or last for thousands
of more years?

It should be no surprise to learn that the one who made this
world-the one who was there as it began-is also the one who
knows when it will end.

And friends, Jesus Christ, the God of creation, through His
Word, can take us into the future.  He is a reliable Guide.
Who could know more about the END of the world than the
one who BEGAN it?

The Bible tells us about an interesting event in the life of
Jesus Christ.
One day the disciples took Him aside and showed Him the
building of the temple, which had just been rebuilt by the
Roman government.

17
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It was one of the prize buildings in the entire Roman Empire-
a beautiful showpiece!
After looking at the building, Jesus made a startling statement
to His disciples. He said,

18

(Text: Matthew 24:2)
“...Do you not see all these things? Assuredly I say to you,

19

not one stone shall be left here upon another that shall not be
thrown down.”
Matthew 24:2.

20

This was the greatest building in the Jewish nation, and Jesus
predicted it would be utterly destroyed.

21

The disciples were shocked! 
And as they went up to the Mount of Olives, they asked Jesus
the question that all of us would have asked:

22

(Text: Matthew 24:3)
“...And the disciples came to Him privately, saying, Tell us,
when will these things be?

23

And what will be the sign of your coming, and of the end of
the age?”
Matthew 24:3.

24

You see, the disciples felt that if this building were to be
destroyed, it had to be in connection with the coming of Christ
and the end of the world.

25
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But in the book of Matthew, the 24th chapter, we find that
Jesus spoke about two different events.

26

One of them was the second coming of Jesus – His return to
this earth in glory and His establishment of an everlasting
kingdom here on Planet Earth.

27

(Video: 6 Sec.) The other one, however, was one that would be
seen by many of the people alive at that time.
It was the destruction of the city of Jerusalem and of the tem-
ple. 

28

Now Jesus proceeded to tell the disciples what was going to
happen to the temple.

(Text: Matthew 24:15-16)
He said, in Matthew 24:15, 16, “Therefore when you shall see
the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the
prophet,

29

standing in the Holy Place’ (whoever reads, let Him under-
stand).

30

Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.”

31

Daniel had predicted that Jerusalem would be destroyed.
But now Jesus reminds  His disciples that the prophet Daniel’s
warnings would soon be fulfilled.

32
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(Text: Matthew 24:17-18)
He said in Matthew 24:17,18: “Let him who is on the housetop
not come down to take anything out of his house.

33

And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes.”

34

In other words, He told them to flee for their lives, because
when they saw the armies encircling the city of Jerusalem, the
destruction was imminent.

35

(Text: Luke 21:20)
In Luke 21: 20, Jesus said: “But when you see Jerusalem sur-
rounded by armies, then know its desolation is near.”
Then He went on to tell them that wherever they were when
they saw those armies, they needed to flee.

36

(Text: Luke 21:22, 24)
“For these are the days of vengeance that all things that are
written may be fulfilled.”

37

“They will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away cap-
tive into all nations.

38

And Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentiles until the time
of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”  Luke 21:22, 24

39

“In the year A.D. 66, approximately 33 years after Jesus gave
this prediction, the Roman armies, under Cestius, the Roman
Governor of Syria, came to put down a

40
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rebellion that had broken out in Jerusalem. As they laid siege
against the city, however, the city withstood the ravages of the
Roman army,

41

and finally, the Roman armies withdrew, despairing of actual-
ly being able to take the city.”
(See Eusebius, Church History, book 3, chap. 5)

42

(Video: 6 sec) Those who had followed the instruction given
by Jesus escaped the destruction of the city of Jerusalem, and
were not killed when the city was taken by the Roman army.

43

Approximately 1,100,000  were killed in the terrible siege.
They failed to follow Jesus’ instructions to flee the city when
the Roman army withdrew in A.D. 66.

44

Here is a striking lesson on the importance of studying the
prophecies and heeding the signs of the times.
Those who believed Christ and watched for the signs He fore-
told were saved, while the unbelieving perished.

So it will be at the end of the world–the watchful believers
will be delivered, while the careless and unbelieving will per-
ish.

(Video: 5 sec) What about the magnificent temple? Titus, the
Roman general in charge of taking the City of Jerusalem, had
given orders to save the temple, but one of his soldiers threw a
lighted torch through a door,

45

and the temple became a flaming inferno!
Not one stone was left upon another.

46
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Jesus predictions to His disciples 40 years before the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem were fulfilled exactly.

47

Will we ignore the signs that Jesus gave us concerning the end
of the world, or will we heed the warnings and be ready for
what lies ahead?
How will we know when the end of the world is very near?
JESUS GIVES US CLEAR SIGNS.

Let’s take a look at some of these signs of our times! In
Matthew 24:7, Christ said,

48

(Text: Matthew 24:7)
“For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom.

49

And there will be famines, pestilence, and earthquakes in var-
ious places.”  Matthew 24:7.
The twentieth century was the bloodiest century in mankind’s
history.

50

(Video: 20 sec)World War I saw 20 million people sacrificed on
the altar of war. World War II witnessed the destruction of 50
million people.

51

Though everyone thought that the violence and hatred would
end, we still have wars.
It seems that the world has gone mad. This is one of the signs
of the times.

The nations are talking peace but preparing for war.
Another Bible prophecy concerning peace and preparation
reads:

52
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(Text: 1 Thessalonians 5:3)
“For when they say ‘peace and safety!’ then sudden destruc-
tion comes upon them.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:3.

53

We talk about peace, but there is no peace! Everyone wants
peace! But it is just talk!

The Bible says that in the last moments of this earth, man will
have the ability to destroy the earth.

54

(Text: Revelation 11:18)
“The nations were angry and your wrath has come. . . . And
should destroy those who destroy the earth.” Revelation 11:18.
Never before have men had the ability to destroy the actual
matter out of which the earth is made.

55

With the invention of the nuclear bomb, man now has that
ability to destroy the earth itself.

56

Terrorists have now found a way to buy or steal some of these
once well protected nuclear weapons.  Some of these deadly
devices are already missing and in the hands of someone wait-
ing to sell them or use them.

57

A well respected magazine pointed out that information on
how to make a nuclear bomb is available in most major
libraries around the world.  Its as near as a click on a comput-
er.

58

(Video: 5 sec) Who has them and what will they do one of
these days soon? No bigger than a suitcase, they can be plant-
ed anywhere, and one of them could destroy one of the worlds
major cities.

59
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The Lord said there would be disasters of every kind in the
last days.

60

(Text: Matthew 24:7)
“. . . There will be famines . . .”
(Matthew 24:7)

61

And there ARE famines in many parts of the earth.

62

(Video: 4 sec.) It is estimated that 57 million people will starve
in this one year. That is 156,000 who will die each day from
starvation.

63

(Video: 3 sec.) Of the billions of people on planet earth, 60 per-
cent are malnourished, and 20 percent will end up starving.
Jesus said that there would be famines as one of the signs of
the end.

64

(Video: 5 sec)Informed sources tell us that when population
outpaces food production, then worldwide famine, starvation,
epidemics and food wars are inevitable.
How will we feed added billions, when two-thirds of the
world’s population are hungry now?

65

(Text: Luke 21:25)
Jesus described earth’s last-hour dilemma by saying that there
would be “...upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexi-
ty...” 
Luke 21:25.

66

Jesus said that there would be pestilence:

67
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(Text: Matthew 24:7)
“There will be famines and pestilences, and earthquakes in
various places.”
The word pestilence today means, according to the dictionary,
the same as a plague or strange disease.

68

There are many plagues in spite of what modern medicine is
doing.

69

(Video: 10 sec) AIDS, malaria, pneumonia, TB, ebola disease,
syphilis, gonorrhea and cholera.

70

The World Health Organization now estimates that we have 40
million cases of H.I.V.
Whole nations will be wiped out if something is not done to
stop it.

71

Another sign of the times is found in our environmental pol-
lution.
The Bible had predicted that the world would grow old. In
Isaiah 51:6, God said,

72

(Text: Isaiah 51:6)
“Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look on the earth
beneath.

73

For the heavens will vanish away like smoke and the earth
will grow old like a garment.”
What better description could be given to the sky and the
earth as they totter to the end!

74

The sky over many of our large cities is filled with poisonous
chemicals that we breathe in through our lungs.

75
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Signs posted in many cities warn about the danger of the pol-
luted air.

76

(Video: 5 sec) In many places the water is no longer safe to
drink, because of all the dangerous substances in it.

77

Atomic wastes have become a real problem to dispose of.
The workers in one large atomic factory area are being com-
pensated for the poisoning they have suffered.

78

Where will we be able to get energy and pure water and air?
Where will we get food?

79

(Video: 6 sec) With the world’s rapid increase in population,
man faces serious problems in surviving on Earth!

80

(Text: Luke 21:25)
“...Upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity...”
Luke 21:25

81

The Bible speaks of increasing earthquakes as well.

82

(Text: Matthew 24:7)
“And there will be . . . earthquakes in various places.”
Matthew 24:7. 
We have seen a massive acceleration in the number of earth-
quakes occurring.

83
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Each year we have 6,000 major earthquakes in the world.

84

(Video: 10 sec) In the last 90 years alone, we have had 1,500,000
fatalities.

85

In the last little while, we have seen earthquakes taking 20,000
to 30,000 lives in one great rumble. 
Many of you will remember recent earthquakes various coun-
tries have experienced.

86

(Text: Luke 21:11, 25)
The Bible says, “And there will be great earthquakes in vari-
ous places, and famines and pestilences;

87

and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven . .
.

88

and there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, in the stars;

89

and on the earth distress of nations with perplexity, the sea
and the waves roaring.” 
Luke 21:11, 25.

90

(Video: 17 sec) Notice that it says the wind and the waves will
be roaring. 
All over the world, we have seen some extraordinary weather.

91
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Typhoons, with attending tidal waves; tornadoes; hurricanes;
volcanoes – all of these things are taking a fearful toll in prop-
erty and lives.

The Bible gives us another sign.  Moral conditions at the end
of time.
Jesus compared conditions on earth in the last days to Sodom
and Gomorrah, two of the most sinful cities that ever existed.
God finally destroyed them with fire from heaven.

92

(Text: Luke 17:28, 30)
“Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot;

93

. . . even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is
revealed.” 
Luke 17:28-30.

94

(Text: Jude 1:7)
Jude wrote, “...Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding
towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perver-
sion. “
Jude 7.

95

Paul, speaking of the moral conditions that characterized these
cities, said,

96

(Text: Romans 1:26, 27)
“...Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatu-
ral ones.

97

In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations
with women and were inflamed with lust for one another.

98
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Men committed indecent acts with other men...” 
Romans 1:26, 27.

99

(Text: 2 Timothy 3:2-5)
“People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boast-
ful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful,
unholy,

100

without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control,
brutal, not lovers of the good,

101

treacherous, rash, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God–

102

having a form of godliness but denying its power.” 
2 Timothy 3:2-5

103

(Text: 2 Timothy 3:13)
Could it get worse? Yes, I’m sorry to say, “...Evil men and
imposters will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being
deceived.”

104

One of the most significant signs that Jesus gave was the com-
ing of false christs and false prophets.
Christ warned about these false christs and false prophets
who would appear to deceive the world.

105

(Text: Matthew 24:23-24)
“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is Christ,’ or ‘There,’
do not believe it!

106
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For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great
signs and wonders to deceive

107

if possible, even the elect.” Matthew 24:23-24

108

(Text: Matthew 24:26)
“Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert,’ do
not go out.” 
Matthew 24:26.
There will be no need to go anywhere, for Jesus said,

109

(Text: Matthew 24:27)
“For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the
west,

110

so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.” 
Verse 27.

111

(Text: Revelation 1:7)
Again, we are told, “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and
every eye shall see Him, even they who pierced Him...” 
Revelation 1:7.

112

We will see Him when He comes! No one will need to tell us
when Jesus comes with all His Holy angels!

113

The last and greatest of all the signs that Jesus gave was the
Gospel to all the world
Of all the signs this is the only one that hasn’t been fulfilled.

114
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(Text: Matthew 24:14)
Matthew 24:14: Jesus said, “And this gospel of the kingdom
will be preached in all the world, as a witness to all nations,
and THEN THE END WILL COME.”

115

In the book of Revelation, we find that God describes this
great proclamation.

116

(Text: Revelation 14:6)
“Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven,

117

having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on
the earth.

118

To every nation, tribe, tongue and people.” 
Revelation 14:6.

119

Do you realize that you are seeing the fulfillment of this
prophecy tonight in this very meeting?
This is a part of the preaching of the everlasting gospel to
every creature.

The gospel is being proclaimed by TV, radio, evangelistic
meetings, the Internet, private Bible studies, and correspon-
dence courses around the globe.

120

Daniel has said that “knowledge shall increase.” In the last
crucial days of this world’s history, the book of Daniel has
been unsealed,

121
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and that will bring about an increase in knowledge about
God’s plan for this earth as well as a great increase of knowl-
edge in the scientific world.

Time is running out! 
The sins that called for the destruction of the world in Noah’s
time exist today.

122

Man seems bent on his own destruction, as evidenced by
events now taking place.
Jesus compared our day to the days of Noah.

123

The people who lived in Noah’s day were busy making a liv-
ing and doing their daily things with not much time for spiri-
tual things.

124

(Text: Matthew 24:37-39)
Jesus said in Matthew 24:37-39: “But as the days of Noah were,
so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

125

For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and
drinking,

126

marrying and giving in marriage until the day that Noah
entered the ark,

127

and did not know until the flood came and took them all
away,

128
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so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.”

129

Jesus said that His second coming would be as it was in the
days of Noah.
People would be having a great time, but no time for God!
They would be lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God.

130

The last few grains of sand in the hourglass of time are now
trickling through.
Soon the Son of God will pierce the star-studded skies, attend-
ed by countless angels.

131

God looks anxiously for that day, not that He may destroy the
world, but that He may take His people home. That home is
waiting. It’s ready!

As we look at the signs in the world today, we can certainly
see how close we must be to the coming of Jesus.
Things now are much as they were the first time Jesus came to
this earth.

132

God gave many signs back then to let the people know what
time it was that Jesus would come to earth.

(Video: 7 sec) The clock ticked for 4,000 years, and God even
sent angels and wise men to let the people know of His com-
ing.

133

(Text: John 1:11)
But sad to say, “He came to His own, and they received Him
not.” They were not ready for Him.

134
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Friends, He has given us all these signs which say He is com-
ing soon. Jesus said,

135

(Text: Matthew 24:33-34)
“When you see all these things, know that it is near at the
doors!

136

Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass
away till all these things take place.” 
Matthew 24:33, 34.

137

Will we receive Him this time-or will He be disappointed
again? The hour is late, and the stakes are high. There is not a
moment to lose.

138

The steamship Central America had sailed out of New York
Harbor and was heading south in the Atlantic toward the
Panama Canal when she sprang a leak.  Another vessel saw
her distress signal and steamed up to help.  The captain of the
rescue ship sent over a message, “What’s amiss?”

139

The answer came back: “We’re in bad repair and going down.
Lie by till morning!”
The would-be rescuer could see the steamship listing in the
water and replied, “Let me take your passengers on board
now.”

But night had fallen, and the captain of the Central America
didn’t want to risk transferring passengers in the dark.  
He repeated, “ Lie by till morning.”
The other captain sent another message, insisting action
should be taken now.

But he was refused.  He had to wait some distance off in the
gathering night.  
His staff on the bridge could make out the lights of the
Central America bobbing in the waves.  
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About an hour and a half later, they watched aghast as those
lights disappeared.  
The ship had gone down, and all on board perished.

To wait may result in being eternally lost.  
There are times you have to make a decision now.
The captain of the Central America thought there was no
problem waiting until morning.  
He was tragically mistaken.  

140

The Bible says, “Today is the day of salvation.”  Don’t wait.
Don’t hesitate.  Don’t delay.
Why not make your decision for Christ right now?  
Won’t you lift your heart to God right now and ask Him to
help you prepare for Christ’s soon coming?

Is there anything in your life which would keep you from
being ready for Christ’s soon return?  
Why not give up that specific thing right now as we pray?

If you are really serious about accepting Christ, will you raise
your hand right now saying, “Yes, Lord, I do want to be ready
to meet you when you come again.”



3 – The Great Escape

1

The Day You Step Into Immortality

1

Mary was tired.  It had been a very busy week.  Her life
seemed to be one constant whirlwind of activity.  Driving
home from the store, she turned off the highway onto the nar-
row country road which led to her house.  

2

Suddenly a meteor shower lit up the night sky.  Shooting stars
brilliantly illuminated the heavens.  

3

Unaccustomed to such a starry display, she anxiously pressed
down on the accelerator.

4

She immediately thought, “This is the end of the world!
Christ is coming!  All I want to do is get home and be with my
son.”

Commenting on this experience later, Mary said, “When I saw
the heavens so bright, I thought Jesus was coming that very
moment.”

Have you ever wondered if the world will end some day?  If
you have, perhaps you have wondered how it will end?  Will
some colossal meteorite shower signal the end?

5

(Video: 8 sec) Some people think the world will end in a
nuclear war–that human beings will destroy themselves and
all life on earth.

6
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Others think the world’s population will explode to the place
where the earth just can’t support so many people, and mass
starvation will follow.

7

Still others worry that someday maybe an asteroid or a comet
will hit the earth and destroy it.

8

(Video: 8 sec) But do you know that long ago, the Bible proph-
esied exactly how the world will end?

9

And friends, the good news is that the human race is not
going to die out because of war or starvation or even by collid-
ing with another object in space.

Instead, the Bible says the world will end with the triumphant
return of Jesus Christ to this earth! 
He will return to this same earth that He left almost 2,000
years ago, and He will return to end time as we know it and
usher in eternity.

10

It’s interesting to discover what people think will happen
when asked what they think the return of Jesus will be like.

11

Yes, friends, King Jesus is coming soon, and there is no doubt
that the problems of this world are beyond the help of human-
ity–

12

that only Christ and His Father are capable of straightening
out the overwhelming problems of Planet Earth! 
What a blessing it will be when the King returns!
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When the apostle Paul was a prisoner in the dark, damp
Mammertine Prison, waiting for the executioner to behead
him, he wrote that he was

13

(Text: Titus 2:13)
“Looking for that blessed hope and glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” 
Titus 2:13.

14

Paul wrote this encouraging letter to Titus, his “true son in the
faith,” to remind Titus of the “glorious coming” of our Lord.

If you find that your life at times has dark nights of discourag-
ing circumstances, look up and remember that “blessed
hope”–the second coming of Christ to this earth–that will
make all things right!

15

The most talked about event in the New Testament is the sec-
ond coming of Christ. 
About one of every 25 verses has something to do with that
event.

16

Christ spent more time talking about that event than any other
topic in the New Testament.
There are two texts in the New Testament that every Bible-
believing person should know.

(Text: John 3:16)
The one perhaps best known is John 3:16: 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son,

17

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.”   
The second one is a beautiful promise Jesus made shortly
before His crucifixion and ascension:

18
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(Text: John 14:1-3)
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe
also in Me.

19

In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

20

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again,

21

and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be
also.” 
John 14:1-3.

22

Over the centuries, whenever disappointment, hardship, or
death have threatened Christ’s followers,

23

this star of hope–the promise of His return–has brought them
courage and strength to endure. 
Jesus’ followers have always eagerly looked forward to the
fulfillment of this promise.

24

(Text: 2 Timothy 4:7,8)
Later in his life, as the executioner stood but steps away, Paul
triumphantly proclaimed: 
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith.

25

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge,

26
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will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all
who have loved His appearing.” 
2 Timothy 4:7, 8

27

Paul could valiantly face the executioner’s sword on that fate-
ful day because he had faith in Christ’s promise to return!

28

Yes, Jesus WILL return! 
And friend, Jesus’ promise to His disciples belongs to all of
us. 
Jesus will come!

29

When the disciples asked what the signs of His coming and
the end of the world would be, Jesus gave a detailed account
of events that would take place just before His return.

30

(Text: Matthew 24:4, 5)
Let’s read about it:
Jesus said, “...Take heed that no one deceives you.

31

For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and
will deceive many.” 
Matthew 24:4, 5.
In verse 24, Jesus elaborates on this issue.

32

(Text: Matthew 24:24)
“For false christs, and false prophets will rise and show great
signs and wonders to deceive,

33

if possible, even the elect.”

34
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If we do not know how to tell the difference–how to spot a
counterfeit–we may attach ourselves to an imposter, thinking
he is Christ!

35

Jesus warned it could happen! And He wasn’t talking about a
few clumsy deceptions.

Evidently He was speaking about incredible impersonations,
so carefully planned and executed that almost the whole
world will be deceived!

36

You see, these imposters will work miracles–healing the sick
and giving supernatural demonstrations to back up their
claims!

We will not mistake the real coming of Christ! 
No one could do that. But we could be taken in by a counter-
feit christ and be fooled before Christ appears! 
Think about it.

37

The devil will use false christs and false prophets to try and
confuse people about the second coming.

38

(Text: 2 Corinthians 11:13, 14)
“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into apostles of Christ.

39

And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an
angel of light.” 
2 Corinthians 11:13, 14.

40
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The devil will even transform himself and stage a counterfeit
second coming of Jesus.

(Video: 13 sec) Every now and then someone appears on the
scene claiming to be Christ. 
They may wear clothing such as people think Christ might
have worn.

41

They speak in a kind, melodious voice. 
They quote Scripture a lot. 
They seem to be very wise.

Some of them attract a very large following of people who
believe that Christ has come to earth again. 
But none of these people are Christ.

We can tell you that in total certainty.
And why? 
Such a person may look as you would expect Jesus to look. 
He may talk as you would expect Jesus to talk.

He may heal people and do marvelous signs and wonders, and
the temptation may be overwhelming to doubt what the Bible
says. 
But we dare not trust our senses–what we hear, what we see,
and how we feel!

42

There is only one safe guide for determining whether some-
one is genuine or an imposter–the Bible.

43

Let’s consider a few of the signs or features unique to Christ’s
second coming so we won’t be deceived!

44
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Christ’s Second Coming Is a Visible Coming

45

(Text: Matthew 24:27)
“For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the
west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.” 
Matthew 24:27.

46

(Text: Revelation 1:7)
“Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see
Him...”

47

Counterfeits may appear here or there, but no imposter can
come in the clouds of heaven so every eye can see Him

48

After Jesus had finished His work on this earth, He was about
ready to ascend to heaven. 

49

He took His close followers out to the Mount of Olives, and
after He had instructed His disciples and said His farewell,
suddenly He was taken up into the heavens.

50

Let’s notice what the Bible says about this event.

51

(Text: Acts 1:9-11)
“Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched,
He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.

52
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And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went
up, behold two men stood by them in white apparel

53

who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up
into heaven?

54

This same Jesus who was taken up into heaven will so come
in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.’” 
Acts 1:9-11.

55

Two angels from God had come to assure the disciples that the
promise Jesus had given them would be fulfilled. 
Jesus had said plainly what they would SEE:

56

(Text: Luke 21:27)
“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory.” Luke 21:27.

57

No one will have to tell you when Jesus comes.  You will see
Him coming in the clouds.  But there are other signs the devil
cannot duplicate. 
Christ is not going to suddenly appear in some remote place
or step out of a space ship.

58

Jesus Will Not Be Coming Back Alone–It Will Be Glorious!

59

(Text: Matthew 25:31)
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all
the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of
His glory.” 
Matthew 25:31.

60
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(Text: Matthew 24:31)
Why does Jesus bring the angels with Him? He gives the
answer: 
“And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet,

61

and they will gather together His elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.” 
Matthew 24:31.

62

Yes, Jesus will be accompanied by all the holy angels– filling
the sky with glory indescribable. 
Now you know why these people who claim to be Christ can’t
possibly be!

63

They would have an impossible time trying to duplicate Jesus’
return! 
No one can! 
But there are more events connected with the coming of Jesus.

It Will Be an Audible Coming–and the
Righteous Dead Are Raised Back to Life

64

(Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:16)
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel,

65

and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first.” 
1 Thessalonians 4:16.

66

So you see, Christ’s coming will not only be visible, but also
audible–heard by everyone.

67
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So penetrating will be the call of God and the sound of the
trumpet that the dead in Christ will be awakened and come
forth from their graves.

Can you imagine the joy when the graves are opened and fam-
ilies are reunited?

68

Do you see how impossible it would be for Satan to counter-
feit the real coming of Christ?

69

There is still more good news! 
Notice what happens to the righteous living at Christ’s second
coming:

70

(Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:17)
“Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up togeth-
er with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

71

And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” 
1 Thessalonians 4:17.

72

(Video: 4 sec) The faithful followers of Jesus are caught up
with the resurrected dead to meet the Lord in the air.
What a happy reunion that will be for many families.

73

Paul gives us more details of what will happen when Jesus
returns:

74
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(Text: 1 Corinthians 15:51-53)
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; . . . we shall all be changed,

75

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for
the trumpet shall sound,

76

and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.

77

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality.” 
1 Corinthians 15:51-53.

78

God will give every follower of Jesus His gift of love–life
everlasting. 
All other gifts are meaningless without this gift of immortali-
ty.

79

(Text: Philippians 3:20, 21)
And there is something else God will give His people: 
”. . .We look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ:

80

who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto His glorious body.” Philippians 3:20, 21.
A body like Christ’s.  
No more aches or pains–or disease. 
What news could be more welcome?

81

There is another class of people.  The second coming will not
be welcome news for them.  Listen to how the Bible describes
the last earth shaking events of history.

82
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(Text: Revelation 6:14-17)
“And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled togeth-
er;

83

and every mountain and island were moved out of their
places.

84

And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich
men, . . . and the mighty men . . .

85

hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;

86

and said to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us, and hide us
from the face of him that sits on the throne’ . . .

87

For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able
to stand?” 
Revelation 6:14-17.

88

(Text: Revelation 16:18)
“And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and
there was a great earthquake,

89

such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since
men were on the earth.” Revelation 16:18.

90
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This earthquake will break down the cities of the earth. 
No one could possibly miss an earthquake like this as it ush-
ers in the coming of Christ!

91

Jesus warned that His coming would be at a time when no one
was expecting it. 
He also said that people would be busy wasting their lives in
foolish pleasure.

92

(Text: Matthew 24:30)
In Matthew 24:30, we are told that when Jesus returns, “...all
the tribes of the earth will mourn...”

93

This is what Jesus said would happen to those who are not
ready for that day!
They are lost–and they know it!

94

What a sad picture, when it could have been so different. 
Friend, that day will be real! 
There will be no waking up to find it was only a dream!

Nothing is more important on earth than being ready to meet
Jesus when He comes. 
How fragile are the earthly treasures we prize so greatly! 
One earthquake, and it will all be gone! 

95

(Text: Luke 21:36)
“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted
worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass,

96

and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
Luke 21:36

97
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Let’s just review quickly what we have learned as we have
studied the Bible together:

98

False prophets and christs will try to deceive everyone.

99

The devil will appear as an angel of light.

100

The second coming will not be secret.

101

Every eye will see Jesus coming.

102

All the holy angels will come with Jesus.

103

He will come with the blast of a trumpet.

104

He will come with a shout of the Archangel.

105
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The righteous dead will be resurrected.

106

The righteous living will be translated without seeing death.

107

All the righteous will be given immortality.

108

All of earth’s ungodly people will mourn when they see Jesus.

109

A great earthquake will destroy the earth.

110

All the lost will be slain.

111

The half cannot be told, nor human pen portray, nor mortal
mind conceive the splendor and glory of Christ’s majestic sec-
ond coming!

112

But we would like to share with you just a little panoramic
view of how authors and artists have tried to illustrate the
coming of Jesus–what it will be like–and the way their minds
picture it as described in the Bible.
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“At a time when no one will  expect it, Jesus will return! The
voice of God, like peals of thunder, rolls throughout the earth
announcing the day and hour of His son’s coming.

113

“The heavens are rolled together as a scroll, the earth trembles
before Him, and every mountain and island is moved out of
its place.

114

“Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud, about half
the size of a man’s hand.

115

As the cloud draws nearer earth it becomes brighter and
brighter and more glorious until it became a huge cloud with
a rainbow above it. In silence the people of God gaze at the
scene, speechless. It is breathtaking!

116

The sky is filled with radiant forms, ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thousands of angels surrounding
Jesus on His throne!

117

“The splendor of it all covered the heavens and as they came
still nearer earth, ‘every eye’ beholds the coming King!

118

No crown of thorns mars that sacred head, but a crown of
glory rests on His holy brow. And on His vesture and His
thigh the name is written, ‘King of Kings and Lord of lords.’

“And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich
men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every
bondman, and every freeman,

119
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cried for the rocks and the mountains to fall on them and hide
them from the presence of the Lamb.

“Those who persecuted and killed God’s people and those
who ridiculed and rejected Christ as the son of God, who
shouted, ‘Crucify Him! Crucify Him!’ have been raised to
stand before  Jesus.

120

Their hearts melt, their knees knock together, and with an
awful, despairing wail call out,

‘HE IS THE SON OF GOD. HE IS THE TRUE MESSIAH.’

121

“Now, they behold Him in all His glory, and they are yet to see
Him sitting on the right hand of power.

122

Those who derided His claim to be the Son of God are speech-
less. 
There is haughty Herod who jeered at His royal title and com-
manded the mocking soldiers to crown Jesus as king.

123

There are the very men who with impious hands placed upon
His form the purple robe, upon His sacred brow the thorny
crown, and in His unresisting hand the mimic scepter, and
bowed before Him in blasphemous mockery.

124

“The men who smote and spit upon the Prince of Life now
turn from His piercing gaze and seek to flee from the over-
powering glory of His presence.

125
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Those who drove the nails through His hands and feet, the
soldier who pierced His side, behold these marks with terror
and remorse.

126

“With awful distinctness do priest and rulers recall the events
of Calvary.  With shuddering horror they remember how, wag-
ging their heads in Satanic exultation they exclaimed: ‘He
saved others; Himself He cannot save.

If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the
cross, and we will believe Him.  He trusted God; let Him
deliver Him now if He will have Him.’

127

“Those who would have destroyed Christ and His faithful
people now witness the glory which rests upon them. In the
midst of their terror they hear the voices of the saints in joy
exclaiming, 

128

(Text: Isaiah 25:9)
“‘...Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him and He will
save us.’”

129

(Video: 11 sec)”Amid the reeling of the earth, the flashing of
lightning, and the roar of thunder, the voice of the Son of God
calls forth the sleeping saints.

130

He looks upon the graves of the righteous, then, raising His
hands to heaven, He cries: ‘Awake, awake, awake, you that
sleep in the dust, and arise!’

Throughout the whole earth the dead shall hear His voice, and
they that hear shall live. And the whole earth shall ring with
the tread of the exceeding great army of every nation, kindred,
tongue and people.

131
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“From the prison house of death they come, clothed with
immortal glory, crying: ‘O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory?’

132

And the living righteous and the risen saints unite their voices
in a long, glad shout of victory. All blemishes and deformities
are left in the grave.

Oh, wonderful redemption! Long talked of, long hoped for,
contemplated with eager anticipation, but never fully under-
stood.

“The living righteous are changed ‘in a moment, in the twin-
kling of an eye.’ At the voice of God they were glorified; now
they are made immortal and with the risen saints are caught
up to meet their Lord in the air.

133

Angels gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of
the heaven to the other. Little children are carried by holy
angels to their mother ’s arms.

134

Friends long separated by death are united, nevermore to part,
and with songs of gladness ascend together to the City of God.

135

“And as they ascend to heaven the retinue of angels cry, ‘Holy,
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.’ And the redeemed shout,
‘Alleluia’ as they move toward the Holy City.

136

“Before entering the Holy City, the Savior bestows upon His
followers the emblems of victory and invests them with the
insignia of their royal state.

137
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Throughout the unnumbered host of the redeemed every
glance is fixed upon Him, every eye beholds His glory whose
‘visage was so marred more than any man, and His form more
than the sons of men.’

“Upon the heads of the over-comers, Jesus with His own right
hand places the crown of glory. For each there is a crown bear-
ing his own ‘new name’ and the inscription ‘Holiness to the
Lord.’

138

Unutterable joy fills every heart, and each voice is raised in
grateful praise.

“Before the ransomed throng, is the Holy City. Jesus opens
wide the pearly gates, and the nations that have kept the com-
mandments and patience of Jesus enter in.

139

There they behold the Paradise of God, the home of Adam
before he sinned.
“Then that voice, richer than any music that ever fell on mor-
tal ear, is heard, saying: ‘Your conflict is ended.’

(Text: Matthew 25:34)
‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation of the world.’” Matthew
25:34.
(Video: 5 sec)

140

This is our hope.  This is our destiny.  This is our future.  
We can live with Christ in heaven forever.

141

If we miss eternity, we have missed everything.  
If we miss heaven, we have missed everything.  
If we are unprepared for Christ’s soon return, we will miss the
greatest event in the history of the ages.
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Jesus says come . . .Come to forgiveness.
Come to mercy.
Come to power over your sins.
Come to eternity.
Come enter my kingdom.

Will you say yes to His appeal right now?  
If you desire to live in His kingdom forever, stand right now
as we pray.
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Discover the Mysteries of Life.

1

Let’s suppose that you lived along the beach.  
One morning you get up early and decide to walk along the
sandy shore.  
It is a magnificent scene.  The rising sun’s rays dance off the
water.  Waves crash on the shore.  

2

As you walk down the beach in quietness, you notice a set of
footprints in the sand in front of you.  
Then you notice a second and a third set of footprints.  
You look as far as you can down the beach but you don’t see
anyone.  

3

What do all these footprints tell you?  They say simply this —
although you can’t see anyone, someone was there.
Someone walked down the beach before you.  
Let me ask you another question.  

If you stand outdoors and look around, what do you see? 
Grass, trees, hills or mountains, flowers, streams or lakes of
water, maybe animals.

4

And as you stand there, what are you standing on? 
Yes, you’re standing on the ground-the surface of the earth.

5

Look up, and what do you see?

6

In the daytime, you might see the sun, the sky, or clouds.

7
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At night, you might see thousands upon thousands of stars– or
perhaps the moon.

8

Just how did it get here? 
How did YOU get here? 
Who made you?

9

Some say that life began with just simple cells in the sea–
Those cells grew into tiny living things made of many cells.

10

Then those little living things changed over millions of years
into little creatures that could move from the sea to dry land,
where they grew legs.

Millions of people all through time have believed something
entirely different about how the universe, the earth, and all
living things came to exist.

11

They believe that a Creator-God made it all.
But which God?

People worship many gods today: Buddha, Mohammed,
Shinto, the gods of the Hindus, and others. 

The followers of these gods claim theirs is the supreme god.

12

But do you know that of all the gods in the world, only one of
them ever claimed to be the Creator of everything? 
And that God is the God of the Holy Bible.

13
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So we’re going to find out what we can from the Bible about
the God of all creation.

If you see a house, do you ever assume that somehow the
house just made itself? 
No.  You realize that someone made that house.

14

If you see a road, do you think the road just made itself – or
that someone made it? And roads and houses are far more
simple than worlds and people.

15

So when you look at people and animals and stars, doesn’t it
just make sense to conclude that someone made them all? 
Someone designed these things, then made them.

We will begin to learn about the God who claims to be the
Designer and Creator of everything.

16

Let’s start with what His book, the Bible, says about His work
in creating this earth and our universe.
First let’s look at what happened on day one.

(Text: Genesis 1:1)
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Genesis 1:1

17

(Text: Genesis 1:3)
“Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.”
Genesis 1:3

18
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(Text 2 slides: Genesis 1:4, 5)
“And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided
the light from the darkness.

19

So the evening and the morning were the first day.” 
Genesis 1:5
On the first day of the week God created this earth. He created
light and began the cycle of days and nights.

20

(Text: Genesis 1:6) Day Two
“Then God said, ‘Let there be a firmament in the midst of the
waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.’”
Genesis 1:6

21

(Text: Genesis 1: 7)
“…and it was so.”
Genesis 1:7

22

(Text: Genesis 1:8)
“And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and
the morning were the second day.” 
Genesis 1:8

23

On day two, God made the sky above us, and separated the
water on the earth from the water in the clouds and sky.

(Text 2 slides: Genesis 1:9) Day Three
“Then God said, ‘Let the waters under the heavens be gath-
ered together into one place, and let the dry land appear’;

24

and it was so
Genesis 1:9

25
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(Text 2 slides: Genesis 1:11)
“Then God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that
yields seed,

26

“and the fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind,
whose seed is in itself, on the earth;’ And it was so.”
Genesis 1:11

27

(Text: Genesis 1:13)
“So the evening and the morning were the third day.” 
Genesis 1:13

28

The third day God made the dry land to appear, created the
seas, and covered the earth with plant life.

(Text 3 slides: Genesis 1:14, 15) Day Four
“Then God said, ‘Let there be lights in the firmament of the
heavens to divide the day from the night;

29

and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; 

30

and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to
give light on the earth;’ and it was so.”
Genesis 1:14, 15

31

(Text 2 slides: Genesis 1:18, 19)
“And God saw that it was good.”

32
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“So the evening and the morning were the fourth day.”
Genesis 1:19.
On day four God caused the sun and moon to appear in the
sky. He also created the stars.

33

(Text 2 slides:  Genesis 1:20) Day Five
What did God create on the fifth day? 
“Then God said, ‘Let the waters abound with an abundance of
living creatures,

34

and let birds fly above the earth across the face of the firma-
ment of the heavens.’”
Genesis 1:20

35

(Text: Genesis 1:23)
“So the evening and the morning were the fifth day.” 
Genesis 1:23. On day five, the Bible says, God made birds and
fish and other sea creatures.

36

(Text 2 slides: Genesis 1:24) Day Six
The sixth day of creation was the most important so far:
“Then God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth the living creature
according to its kind:

37

cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each accord-
ing to its kind’; and it was so.”
Genesis 1:24

38

(Text 5 slides: Genesis 1:26, 27)
“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness;

39

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds
of the air, and over the cattle,

40
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over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth.”
Genesis 1:26

41

So God created man in His own image; in the image of God
He created him; 

42

male and female He created them.”

43

(Text 2 slides: Genesis 1:31)
“Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it
was very good.

44

So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.” 
Genesis 1:31
The sixth day-the day God made animals, and then His crown-
ing creation of all – man – human beings.

45

Adam and Eve did not just evolve or just happen. The Bible
says that God designed their bodies in His image.

46

He is the Great Engineer – the great Intelligent Designer– who
brought us into being!

47

Day Seven
On the seventh day, God’s work of creation was done, so He
rested. And He set aside that seventh day as a Sabbath of rest.
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(Text 3 slides: Genesis 2:1, 2)
“Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them,
were finished. 

48

And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had
done,

49

and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He
had done.”
Genesis 2:1, 2

50

Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because
in it He rested from all His work which God had created and
made.”

51

We’ll talk more about this seventh-day Sabbath of rest God
made, in a later meeting.

So there we have a brief look at how God created this earth
and everything in it, including we human beings.

52

Lets take a closer look at just what an amazing Designer and
Creator He really is.

53

The human body gives us amazing evidence of design and a
designer.

54
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Consider just one part of the human body – the eyes:

55

(Video:10 Sec)
Scientists tell us that the delicate design of the eye’s cornea
and lens make even the most advanced cameras on earth seem
like a child’s toys by comparison.

56

The eye changes light into messages the brain understands in
ways even the most advanced science laboratories on earth
can’t reproduce.

57

Brain cells change these messages into the miracle of seeing –
something nothing else on earth comes even close to doing.

The human eye gives evidence of a loving Creator who wants
us to see the beauties that He has made in all the universe.  
No wonder the psalmist wrote:

58

(Text: Psalm 139:14)
“I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;

59

Marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very
well.”  Psalm 139:14. 
Man’s body and mind are very complicated and could only
have been designed by a very wise Designer.

60

But what about the rest of the universe? What evidence do we
have that the God of design was at work in creating the entire
universe?

61
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Isaiah, the gospel prophet, challenges all of us to take our eyes
off the little things around us and focus them on what God
has done in the sky.

62

(Text 2 slides: Isaiah 40:26)
“Lift up your eyes on high, and see who has created these
things, who brings out their host by number;

63

He calls them all by name, by the greatness of His might and
the strength of His power;

64

not one is missing.” 
Isaiah 40:26

65

Have you ever looked up into the sky at the countless stars
above you? Have you wondered where they all could have
come from and marveled at how many there are?

66

God used an illustration that helps us comprehend a little bet-
ter the immensity of it all.
He once took Abraham, the father of the Arab and Jewish
races, outdoors and challenged him to count the stars.

67

(Text: Genesis 15:5)
“Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able
to number them.  So shall your descendants be.” 
Genesis 15:5.

68

Recently an astronomer said that if you could count all the
grains of sand on all the seashores in the world, you would
have approximately the same number of grains of sand as
there are stars in the heavens.

69
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The next time you are at the beach, try counting a bucketful of
sand.  Better allow plenty of time!
Is it any wonder that King David said,

70

(Text 2 slides: Psalm 8:3, 4)
“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the
moon and the stars, which You have ordained,

71

what is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man
that You visit him?” 
Psalm 8:3, 4.

72

(Video: 20sec) Have you ever wondered if a powerful God
who rules and sustains such a vast universe is actually con-
cerned with us and our problems here on Earth?

73

Yet Jesus said that not even a sparrow falls to the ground that
God does not notice.

(Text: Matthew 10:31)
“So don’t be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows.” 
And to emphasize even more God’s love and care, Jesus said,

74

(Text: Matthew 10:30)
“But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.” 
Matthew 10:30. 
What a God!

75

What right does the God of the Bible have to claim that every-
one should worship Him exclusively?
The God of the Bible and Christianity claims that He is enti-
tled to our worship and devotion because He is the Creator –
God.

76
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If He is what He claims, and He is the Creator, then He does
deserve our worship, don’t you agree?

77

When John, one of Christ’s disciples and the writer of the
Bible’s last book, Revelation, was in vision on the Isle of
Patmos, he was shown a scene in the heavenly throne room.
Notice what he saw:

78

(Text 4 slides: Revelation 4:10, 11)
“The twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the
throne and worship Him who

79

lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne,
saying: 

80

You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power;

81

for you created all things, and by Your will they exist and
were created.” 
Revelation 4:10, 11.

82

These elders before the throne of God are praising and wor-
shiping Him because He is the Creator. This is the same rea-
son we should worship the God of heaven above.

83

He is the one who made the world and all of us.
But, you might ask, what other evidence do we have that God
is the Creator? God Himself tells us that there is evidence all
around us that He is our Maker.

84
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(Text 2 slides: Romans 1:20)
“His eternal power and deity has been clearly perceived in the
things that have been made,

85

even His eternal power and Godhead.”
Romans 1:20
Since creation, there has been evidence in all created things
that God is the Maker of all of these things.

86

Just like the footprints on the sand.  
We knew someone had been there even if we had never seen
that person.

87

And when you see all the things around you that had to be
created by somebody, those things are like footprints that tell
you Someone must exist who made all these things.

88

God the Father, as the Bible calls Him, was not alone in His
work of creation.  

89

(Text: Genesis 1 :26)
In Genesis it says “And God said, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness…”
The gospel of John develops this even more.

90

(Text 3 slides: John 1:1-3)
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God.
And the Word was God.

91

He was in the beginning with God. 

92
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All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing
was made that was made.”

93

(Text 2 slides: John 1:14)
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory,

94

the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth.”  
John 1:14.

95

(Video: 3 sec)
The Bible speaks of what we know as the Godhead:
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The
Godhead consists of three persons, all thinking alike, yet all
separate.

96

Jesus cooperated with the Father to create everything.

97

(Text: Ephesians 3:9)
“Of the mystery which from the beginning of the ages has
been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus
Christ.”

98

Every good and perfect gift that man has ever had or will ever
have came into being as the Creator gives the human race all
of the blessings available.

Not only did God make man in His image and give him a
beautiful universe to live in, but He is also mindful of man’s
needs:

99
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(Text: Psalm 145:15, 16)
“The eyes of all look expectantly to You, and You give them
their food in due season.

100

You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living
thing.” 
Psalm 145:15, 16.

101

Let’s take a look at just a few of the ways God cares for the
needs of His creatures.
Consider the water you drink. It is older than the pyramids —
as old as the hills.

102

Water may be polluted by chemicals or wastes, but let the sun
evaporate or lift it into the atmosphere,

103

and it becomes clean and usable again and again, distributed
by the rain, dew, or snow.
What a tremendous water system God designed!

104

And there is God’s great power plant in the sky – our sun!
Think for a moment:

105

If the sun were a little bigger or a little closer to Earth, our
oceans would boil away.

106

If the sun were just a little smaller or a little farther away, our
atmosphere would freeze. Either way, life could not exist on
Earth.

107
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But God not only created all things, He sustains all things!
The air we breathe is a gift of God: The Bible says,

(Text: Job 12:10)
“In whose hand is the life of every living thing and the breath
of all mankind?” 
Job 12:10.

108

God designed the universe, and He knew just the right formu-
la for the air we breathe to sustain life and health on Earth. 

109

(Video 3 seconds)
He knew the right amount of Nitrogen, Oxygen, Argon, and
Carbon Dioxide to mix into the atmosphere.  
That certainly couldn’t just happen!

110

There is no end to the wonders in our natural world-no end to
God’s care for His creatures.
Think of the migration of the birds, one of the greatest puz-
zles of nature.

111

How can birds weighing less than an ounce navigate thou-
sands of miles nonstop to a destination they have never seen?

112

How could fish find streams where their lives began, 1,200
miles across unmapped oceans? 
How did they learn to know when and where to go?

113

Who taught the honeybee to make the honeycomb which is
such an engineering marvel, and with a brain no larger than a
pinhead?
Who is the Mastermind behind it all? Job tells us:

114



4 – By Chance or Design?

17

(Text 3 slides: Job 12:7-9)
“But now ask the beasts, and they will teach you; and the

birds of the air, and they will tell you; 

115

or speak to the earth, and it will teach you; and the fish of the
sea will explain to you. 

116

Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord
has done this?” 
Job 12:7-9.

117

Yes, God did it all! 
In fact, our duty and privilege to worship God is based on the
fact that He is our Creator and to Him all things owe their
existence.

(Text 2 slides: Psalm 100:3)
“Know that the Lord is God. It is He who made us, and not we
ourselves;

118

We are his people the sheep of his pasture.” 
Psalm 100:3.
God knows our needs, and He has the power to supply those
needs!

119

(Text 2 slides: Jeremiah 32:17)
Jeremiah says, “Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heav-
ens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm.

120

Nothing is too hard for you.” 

121
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Doesn’t it give you peace of mind to know that God can han-
dle everything in the universe and in your personal life?

122

No problem is too small to bring to the God of the galaxies.
God knows everything – He even knows it all ahead to time. 

(Text 2 slides: Isaiah 46:9) 
He says, “I am God, and there is none like me, 

123

declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times
the things that are not yet done.” 
Isaiah 46:10

124

What peace and confidence we can have knowing that nothing
can happen to us that is too hard for God to take care of. But
best of all,

125

(Text: 1 John 4:8)
“God is love.” 

Jesus said:

126

(Text: John 16:27)
“The Father himself loves you...” 

127

(Video: 10 sec) Does it surprise you that the mighty God who
created and sustains such a colossal, complete universe could
be concerned about you?

128
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It is staggering to contemplate God’s unlimited power, His
deep wisdom, and His ability to be everywhere. 
But love is something we can understand. And there is noth-
ing in all the world that can separate us from God’s love! 

(Text 4 slides: Romans 8:38, 39) “For I am persuaded that nei-
ther death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers,

129

nor things present nor things to come,

130

nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God

131

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 8:38,39.

132

God loves us when we are lovable-but also when we are
unlovable.  Do you realize that? 
He loves us whether we are black or white, male or female,
beautiful or ugly.  There is nobody else like that! 
But most important, He loves us forever! 

133

(Text: Jeremiah 31:3)
“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love.”

134

(Text: Psalm 100:5)
David wrote: “The Lord is good and His love endures forev-
er.” 
Psalm 100:5.

135
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God never gives up on us! He is with us every moment we live
and will never leave us!
And as if there still might be some doubt in our minds about
His love, God explains it in such simple terms that we can eas-
ily understand:

(Text 3 slides: Isaiah 49:15,16)
“Can a woman forget her nursing child, and not have compas-
sion on the son of her womb?

136

Surely they may forget, yet I will not forget you.

137

See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands...” 
Isaiah 49:16.

138

God tried to demonstrate His love to man, but words and mes-
sages sent by prophets and angels were not enough. We didn’t
get the message.

139

So God then sent His Son. Jesus was the perfect revelation of
the personality and character of His Father.

140

(Text: John 14:9)
He said, “He who has seen me has seen the Father.” 

141

If we really want to know what God is like and how He feels
about us, we need to study the life of Jesus. He took our
nature, that He might reach our needs.
He preached the good news of salvation to the poor.
He healed the brokenhearted and gave sight to the blind.

142
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He fed the hungry and ate with the people in their homes. He
forgave their sins and gave them hope for the future.

143

His face was the first face many saw.
His voice the first many ever heard. 
He spread life and joy throughout the villages and towns
where He walked.

144

His life was one of self-denial and thoughtful care for others.

As we see the shame, the insults, and humiliation He endured,
His death at Calvary and His broken heart, we begin to under-
stand a little bit of the love of God for His children.

145

(Text: John 3:16)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son,

146

that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have ever-
lasting life.” 
John 3:16.

147

Who is this God of the Universe?  
He is the powerful Creator.
He is the amazing provider.
He is the incredible designer.
He is the loving Father.

148

Many years ago a little boy was in a tragic accident.  He was
rushed to the hospital in critical condition.  
The boy needed an immediate blood transfusion.  No donor
could be found.  

149
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His father had the same blood type and agreed to donate
blood.  
The doctor’s began to do a direct blood transfusions from the
father’s arm to the son.  

As the blood flowed directly from his arm through a plastic
tube into his son’s still still body, he looked up at the physi-
cian and with tears in his voice said, 

“Doctor, if you need to, take it all.  Doctor, I am willing to give
all my blood for my son.”

Our heavenly Father looked at the world He created and saw
it lost in sin.  
He gave all heaven could give in His son.  

150

Jesus said, “Father, if you need to, take it all.  Take every drop
of my blood to save my son, my daughter, my friend.”

How can you turn away from such love?  
An all-powerful, loving God made you.  
When the human race sinned, He gave His all for you.  
You matter to Him.  He loves you with an amazing love.  

151

As we bow our heads to pray tonight, would you like to lift
your hand and say, “Lord, I open my heart to your love right
now.  Thank you for creating me and redeeming me.  I give
my life to you right now.”
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What They Mean to You Today

1

Some years ago a certain Mr. Marsh learned that his aunt had
died and included him in her will. 
The will read: “To my beloved Steven Marsh, I bequeath my

family Bible and all it contains, along with the residue of my
estate.”

2

Well, after the debts were paid off, only a few hundred dollars
of the estate remained. 
That money was soon gone, and all Mr. Marsh had left was
the family Bible, which he put in a trunk in the attic.

Steven Marsh had to retire on a small pension.  
He lived in poverty for some thirty years.

(Video: 9 sec) Finally, in his nineties, he decided to move into
his son’s home.
While packing his belongings, he ran across his aunt’s Bible
and began leafing through it.

3

Mr. Marsh was astonished to find bank notes scattered
through its pages. 
He counted more than five thousand dollars in cash, a very
large sum at the time.

The man had spent most of his life in poverty when he could
have been rich.  
There was a treasure right at his fingertips in the word of God. 
Is it possible that we, too, have an amazing treasure right at
our fingertips?

There are millions who believe that the Bible is the most
incredible book ever written. 
They are convinced the Bible is inspired by God and contains
clear instructions on how to receive eternal life.
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People of every nationality, language group, and ethnic back-
ground have accepted God’s word as a life-changing, precious
treasure.  
Other people have serious doubts.  They have a lot of ques-
tions.

So what about the best selling book in the world – the Holy
Bible? Can it be trusted? Does it tell the truth? 
Is it accurate?

4

Some people say you can trust the Bible with absolutely no
doubts. Others say you can’t. 
Who is right?

And the answer is important, because if the Bible IS true, then
whether or not you trust it becomes a matter of life and death!

5

If the Bible is true, your whole eternal destiny depends on
whether you believe and accept it.
What you believe about the Bible makes all the difference in
what you believe about God.

There is only one place where you can get a clear picture of
God, and that is in the Bible. In fact, that is the reason the
Bible was given to us.

It tells us about the invisible God who we can only know by
reading the messages He has sent by His prophets and His
Son to reveal Himself to us.

6

So let’s take a look at this great Book, the Bible, also called
God’s Word, and see if we can find evidence as to whether it is
true or not, whether it can be trusted or not.

7
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The Bible is really not just one book, but a whole library of
books inside one cover.
The Bible contains 66 books written at different times by dif-
ferent authors over a period of 1,600 years.

8

There are 39 books in the Old Testament 
and 27 books in the New Testament.

Forty-five different men wrote these books, yet we find among
them an amazing agreement that can only be explained by the
fact that they had a common source.
This total agreement resulted even though most of the writers
of these books never saw each other.

9

They were from various occupations.
Some were fishermen, some shepherds, some kings, some gov-
ernment leaders, some farmers, some preachers, some states-
men, a physician – men from all walks of life.

10

(Video: 13 sec) Yet there is perfect unity and harmony between
the books they wrote. A miracle, indeed!

11

This agreement can only be explained by acknowledging that
God gave this Book to us so that He might be able to commu-
nicate His will to us.

(Text: 2 Peter 1:21)
Peter wrote: “For prophecy never came by the will of man, but
holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy spir-
it.” 
2 Peter 1:21.

12

(Text: 2 Timothy 3:16-17)
The apostle Paul wrote: “All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine,

13
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for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness

14

that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped
for every good work.” 
2 Timothy 3:16, 17.

15

The reason God chose this method of communication – speak-
ing to us in written form – is that the channel between
Himself and man had been cut off by sin.

When God and man walked and talked together in Eden, there
was no need to have a prophet write down what God wanted
man to know.

16

When Adam sinned, he hid from God, for he was fearful and
guilty about what he had done.
When God asked Adam where he was, Adam replied,

17

(Text: Genesis 3:10)
“… I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, ... and I
hid myself.” 
Genesis 3:10.

18

No longer could God continue to talk face-to-face.
He chose to reveal what He wanted us to know through His
prophets and later, through His Son.

19

(Text: Amos 3:7)
“Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His
secrets to His servants the prophets.” Amos 3:7

20
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God inspired Moses to write the Book of Job and the first five
books of the Old Testament, which together are called the
“Law.” 
This was sometime around 1500 B.C.

21

At this time Israel had grown to a mighty nation of several
million people and God needed to be able to communicate
His will in written form. 
This is right at the time that alphabetic writing, rather than
hieroglyphics, was invented.

22

The people would now be able to read the Ten
Commandments that God wrote with His own fingers
and the Book of the Law that Moses wrote for God.

23

But the question remains: Is the Bible still accurate and
dependable, just as God gave it?
Until the year 1947, the earliest manuscripts we had of the Old
Testament were copies from around A.D. 900.

24

The Isaiah scroll found there went back all the way to 125 B.C. 
It had been copied over a thousand years before the oldest
manuscript that had been found up to that time.
It contained the entire Book of Isaiah.

25

Sir Frederic Kenyon, one of the most qualified experts and
President of the British School of Archaeology reported that:
“In one chapter of 166 words there is only one word (three let-
ters) in question after a thousand years of transmission, 

26

and this word does not significantly change the meaning of
the message!”

27

Sir Frederic Kenyon put it this way:

28
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“The Christian can take the whole Bible in his hand and say
without fear or hesitation that he holds in his hands the true
Word of God,

29

handed down without essential loss from generation to gener-
ation throughout the centuries.”

30

Sir Kenyon made this statement after spending a lifetime
examining the evidence of how the Bible was transmitted and
what effect that transmission had on the message of the Book.

31

The Bible critics of a century ago had found many reasons to
raise doubt about the Bible, but many of these criticisms have
been silenced by the spade of the archaeologist.

32

Until the nineteenth century, little was known about the
ancient past except for what the Bible had to say about it.

33

Ancient history seemed locked forever behind the strange pic-
ture writings, the hieroglyphics of Egypt. For no one in Egypt,
nor in the whole world, could decipher them.

34

Then in 1798, Napoleon led a military expedition into Egypt.
With his 38,000 soldiers, Napoleon took a hundred artists, lan-
guage experts, and scientists to help him better understand the
history of that intriguing land.

35

Everywhere, they saw relics of the past – unreadable inscrip-
tions, decorated monuments and temple walls.
Napoleon and his scholars wondered what secret messages
those picture writings contained.

36
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A year later, in 1799, the most significant of all archaeological
discoveries up to that time occurred.

37

One of Napoleon’s soldiers unearthed  what became known as
the Rosetta Stone, a black stone-122 centimeters long and 76
centimeters wide (four feet by two and a half feet)
that would unlock the mystery of the picture writing and
reveal secrets hidden for centuries.

38

The Rosetta Stone is now housed in the British Museum.

39

(Video: 4 sec) This rock slab, uncovered near the delta town of
Rosetta, bore an ancient decree in three different scripts:

40

Hieroglyphic (picture writing), demotic Egyptian, and Greek.
Of course, scholars could easily translate the Greek text, but
the hieroglyphics were something else. 

41

However, twenty years later, in 1822, a brilliant young
Frenchman by the name of Jean Francois Champollion startled
the world by deciphering the hieroglyphics on the Rosetta
Stone.

42

Thus the vast treasures of Egypt’s ancient past were opened to
the scholars of the world.

43

But most important, the long-forgotten history of Egypt now
confirmed Scripture. 
The stones cried out that what the Bible had said was true!

44
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The more archaeologists continue to dig, the more evidence
they find to confirm Bible history with historical records of
past civilizations.

45

Recent discoveries at Tell Marduk, have electrified the world
of archaeology.
This city was called Ebla in Syria - and was once a rich and
sophisticated society of almost 300,0000 people.

46

Not since the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls have so many
scholars in this field of study been so excited about a find!
But it is even more exciting to the students of the Bible.

47

In a scribal school adjoining the city’s palace, 14,000 inscribed
clay tablets and fragments were found, dating back at least to
2300 B.C.

48

The world’s oldest discovered government archive contained
the official records of the kingdom of Ebla for more than a
century.

Some historians had questioned whether the Hebrews could
have developed the art of writing by the time of Moses.
Until the nineteenth century, no historical evidence existed to
verify that.

49

However, the Ebla tablets and other finds date back far
beyond the lifetime of Moses.
In fact, archaeologists have discovered whole libraries that
date back centuries before Moses.

50

The Ebla tablets refer to a creation story and a flood story.
Also mentioned are names and places which coincide with
biblical ones: Esau, Abraham, Israel, Sinai, even Jerusalem.

51
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But the real surprise is the mention of the two “sin cities”-
Sodom and Gomorrah.
Before the discovery of these tablets, no historical reference to
these cities had been known except in the Bible.

52

Therefore, they were considered to be just mythical places.

However, many books will have to be rewritten, for these
findings do indeed confirm many geographical names of that
day.

53

Some authors will have to admit that Genesis is more than
just ancient shepherd songs and legends.
The discoveries at Ebla and elsewhere have confirmed the
authenticity of the Bible!

54

(Text: Psalm 119:160)
David said, “Thy word is true from the beginning...”  
Psalm 119:160.

55

(Text: Isaiah 45:19)
God says in Isaiah 45:19:  “...I, the LORD, speak righteousness,
I declare things that are right.”

56

They say that dead men don’t tell tales. But they do! 
Tales more fascinating than fiction.
Civilizations long dead are speaking from their dusty graves,
confirming the accuracy and reliability of God’s Word.

57

Until the nineteenth century, some scholars believed that
Queen Semiramis built Babylon.
Yet in the Bible, Daniel quoted King Nebuchadnezzar as say-
ing,

58
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(Text: Daniel 4:30)
“...Is not this great Babylon that I have built?” 
Daniel 4:30. 
Who was right?

59

In 1899, Robert Koldewey began excavating the old ruins of
Babylon, unearthing tens of thousands of kiln-baked bricks,
all bearing the stamp of King Nebuchadnezzar, all taken from
the walls and temples of the city!

60

A cuneiform tablet, recounting Nebuchadnezzar ’s achieve-
ments, was also found by the archaeologists of Babylon.

61

On it, the king had says, ”The fortifications of Esagila and
Babylon I strengthened and established the name of my reign
forever.”

62

(Text: Daniel 4:30)
The Bible states that proud Nebuchadnezzar “spoke, saying,
‘Is not this great Babylon,

63

that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and
for the honor of my majesty?’” Daniel 4:30

64

The East India House inscription, now in London, devotes six
columns of Babylonian writing to a description of the huge
building projects of Nebuchadnezzar.
The spade again stood by the Word of God.

65

Another mystery of secular history was the absence of
Belshazzar as a ruler of Babylon.
The Bible named Belshazzar as the ruler of Babylon who wit-
nessed the handwriting on the wall of the banquet hall.

66
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Was he only the invention of Daniel’s fertile mind? Not at all!

Nabonidus, a successor of the great Nebuchadnezzar, had
entrusted the kingship to his son Belshazzar, while he was
away at Tema in Arabia for ten years.

67

Tablets from archaeologists’ finds state that the kingdom was
indeed entrusted to Belshazzar, the crown prince. 
Here is what was written:

68

“And as to Belshazzar the exalted son, the offspring of my
body, do thou place the adoration of the great deity in his
heart; may he not give way to sin; 

69

may he be satisfied with life’s abundance; and may reverence
for the great divinity dwell in the heart of Belshazzar, my first-
born favorite son.” —God Speaks to Modern Man, p. 154.

70

(Text: Daniel 12:4)
Isn’t it interesting that in the closing chapter of Daniel, we
read: 
“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book,
even to the time of the end:

71

many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” 
Daniel 12:4.

72

Knowledge would be increased not only in the scientific
world.
Knowledge would also increase as to the accuracy of God’s
Word.
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Bricks and cylinders, tablets and manuscripts - dug up by
archeologists - are proving that what the Bible says is true!

73

However, another compelling evidence that the Bible is God’s
inspired Word is its ability to accurately foretell the future.

74

(Text: Isaiah 46:9-10)
“I am God and there is none like me,

75

declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times
things that are not yet done.” Isaiah 46:9, 10.

76

Yes, as God pulls back the curtain of time, giving us a glimpse
of the future, He demonstrates to the world that the Bible is
not just a book.
It is His Book.

77

Before Babylon reached the height of its power and glory,
God’s Book foretold its fall:

78

(Text: Isaiah 13:19)
“And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the
Chaldees’ excellency,

79

shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.” 
Isaiah 13:19.
The Bible even foretold the power that would overthrow this
mighty kingdom.

80
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(Text: Jeremiah 51:11)
“The Lord hath raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes.
For His device is against Babylon to destroy it.” 
Jeremiah 51:11.

81

The name of the man who would lead the armies against
Babylon was prophesied 150 years before his birth, as was the
very way he would do it.

82

(Text: Isaiah 45:1)
“Thus saith the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus … I will ...
open before him the two leaved gates...” 
Isaiah 45:1.

83

Were the prophecies of the Bible fulfilled? 
To the very letter!

In the Persian Hall of the British Museum stands the Cyrus
cylinder — discovered in the ruins of Babylon.
On this clay cylinder, Cyrus tells of his conquest! 
The details are accurate!

84

The Bible not only foretold Babylon’s destruction, it further
stated: 

85

(Text: Jeremiah 51:37)
“And Babylon shall become heaps...” Jeremiah 51:37.

86

(Text: Isaiah 13:20-21)
Isaiah wrote: 
“It shall never be inhabited…”

87
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but wild beasts of the desert shall lie there …  and owls shall
dwell there...”
Isaiah 13:20, 21.

88

Only God could foresee the future and predict so accurately
the fate of the mighty Babylon.
The explorer Austen H. Layard describes the site of ancient
Babylon:

89

“Shapeless heaps of rubbish cover for many an acre the face of
the land ...  a naked and hideous waste.

90

Owls start from the scanty thickets, and the foul jackal skulks
through the furrows.”
Discoveries Among the Ruins of Nineveh and Babylon, p. 413.

91

Of Babylon’s former glory, nothing remains but its name on a
signpost at the roadside.
The vast heaps scattered over the ancient Babylonian ruins are
certain evidence to the inspiration and integrity of the Bible.

92

(Text: Isaiah 40:8)
We can agree with the prophet:
“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of our
God shall stand forever.” 
Isaiah 40:8.

93

And friend, if God can precisely foretell centuries in advance
the future of ancient kingdoms,
can we doubt for a moment His ability and wisdom to predict
accurately what our own future holds for us? Hardly!

94

In fact, Bible prophecy gives us the privilege of pulling back
the curtains, looking into the future through God’s eyes, and
catching a glimpse of His solution to the problems threatening
man’s survival on Planet Earth.

95
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The Bible is more than just reliable history, more than accurate
scientific facts, more than prophecies fulfilled.
If it were not, it would not matter what men did with it.

96

The theme of the Book, the heart of it all, is the account of
what happened on a rugged hill outside of Jerusalem more
than nineteen centuries ago.
And it makes a difference what we believe about that!

97

Either the Son of the Living God died on that cross or He did
not. 
Either He was who the Bible says He was or He was not!
Was Calvary fantasy or fact? 
It makes a difference, and we need to know!

98

Perhaps the greatest evidence that the Bible is what it claims
to be is the power in the Book to change lives.
That power is wrapped up in one person — Jesus Christ! Jesus
said,

99

(Text: John 5:39)
“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of me.” John 5:39

100

Jesus was speaking of the Old Testament, for the New
Testament had not yet been written!
And as you turn the pages of the Old Testament, you will dis-
cover that they prophesy of a coming Messiah and tell of His
mission of love and salvation.

101

(Text: Luke 24:44)
Jesus told His disciples: 
“...These are the words which I spake unto you while I was yet
with you, that all things must be fulfilled

102

which were written in the Law of Moses and in the prophets
and the Psalms concerning Me.” 
Luke 24:44.

103
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The Old Testament prophesied of Christ, and the New
Testament is His life story.
So you see, the entire Bible is a revelation of Jesus Christ, who
came to demonstrate to a planet in rebellion what His Father
was really like.

104

That is why the Bible is called the “Living Word of God.”
It carries an amazing power with it wherever it goes — a
power that changes lives, transforms human character, gives
strength to the weak, courage to the depressed, and hope to
the dying.

105

All through history, the power of the Bible to change people
has been proven over and over. Angry people have been
changed into peaceful people through the power of the Bible.

Lustful, immoral people have become pure and clean. 
Drunkards have been delivered from their drinking, thieves
from their stealing, cheaters from their cheating.

106

You don’t have to look far today to find hardened murderers
in prison who have been changed into rejoicing Christians
through the power of the Bible.

You don’t have to look far to find marriages that were headed
straight for divorce, that have been saved and filled with new
love through the power of the Bible.

107

No one can read the Bible faithfully, every day, without God’s
Book changing him or her.
And if you spend time each day reading the Bible, my friend,
it will change you too.

Jesus spent His time changing people.  That is the heart of the
Christian religion. And it is the heart of the Bible, the secret of
its power.

108
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(Text: John 8:32)
Jesus knew what power it was that changed men: 
“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.” John 8:32.

109

It is truth that sets men free — that changes men! 
It is the truth that makes a drunkard a sober and loving father.

110

It is truth that frees the drug abuser.
With so much deception being practiced in the world today,
we ask, “What is truth?”

(Text: John 17:17)
Jesus gave the answer: 
“Thy word is truth.”  John 17:17.
The Bible, God’s Word, is truth! 

111

The power of that Word can change the hearts of men and
women.

But God’s Word can change only those willing to be
changed—those willing to accept the Man in the Book, Jesus
Christ.

112

And millions of lives have been changed as people have stud-
ied the Bible. 
No greater power exists in the world to touch hearts and
change lives.

You see, friend, it makes a difference what we do with the
Book. 
It is more than just a book to carry to church or to display in
our homes!
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It is more than helpful information or useful advice.  It is God
speaking to our hearts. 
It is His love letter to His children on Planet Earth.
In it is the secret of survival, everlasting happiness, and peace
of mind.

(Video 12 sec) Let me tell you a story of the power of God’s
word to change lives.  Many years ago, there was a ship called
the Bounty.

113

In 1790, Captain Bligh and his crew started out from England
to bring a load of breadfruit tree plants to transplant in the
West Indies as cheap food for slaves.

(Video 7 sec) Because of Bligh’s cruel leadership and mistreat-
ment of his crew, there was a mutiny, and Fletcher Christian,
the leader of the mutiny, set Bligh and 18 of the crew adrift in
a small boat.

114

They managed to find their way back to England because of
the expert ability of Captain Bligh to navigate.

(Video 4 sec) The crew on the Bounty didn’t fare very well, but
they ended up on the uninhabited Pitcairn Island.

115

(Video 10 sec) They burned the Bounty so they could not be
traced.  When they had been in Tahiti, Bligh had taken on
board a  number of women and children and a few native
men.

116

Trouble followed the mutineers as they learned to make
liquor.  There were murders and crimes and before long there
was only one man, John Adams, and a number of women and
children.



5 – Secrets of Ancient Scrolls

19

(Video 8 sec) John Adams sought until he found the Bounty’s
Bible which had been in a chest.  He started reading it and as
he did so a tremendous change came over him.

117

He realized that a tremendous responsibility had come to him
to provide a future for these children.  He began to educate
them on how to read and write and how to live.

The amazing transformation in the entire population of the
island attracted the attention of passing vessels, then the
British government, and finally the whole world.

This Bible can change your life, too, friend.  When we read the
Bible, the same Holy Spirit which inspired the Bible writers to
write down God’s word centuries ago, transforms our lives as
we study it.  

118

Come to God’s word with an open mind and in simple faith
say:
“O Lord, show me your truth, and I will follow it.”

“O Lord, reveal any changes I need to make in my life.”
“O Lord, I long to meet you as a loving, forgiving, life-chang-
ing Savior in the pages of your word.”

Yes, friend, it’s not just the book – it’s the author of the book
who makes the difference.  

119

As we catch a glimpse of that author, our faith will soar.
For to know Him is to love and trust Him.



6 – WHY SO MUCH SUFFERING?

1

How Can a God of Love Allow it?

1

Clara Anderson was a maid in San Francisco, and Clara was a
very gentle woman — and very conscientious.  
One day after having worked for the same employer for fif-
teen years, she disappeared.  

2

Her employer had no idea where she had gone.   
She seemed to have just dropped out of sight.  
Then miraculously, after days of searching, the city’s social
services department found her.

Clara was in the process of starving herself to death in a
mountain hideout outside of San Francisco.  
She said, “I want to die.  Leave me alone.” 
When the reporter who ultimately found her interviewed her,
Clara said, 

“Look, nobody cares about me.  I’m just a maid — just one of
thousands in society doing menial tasks.  My life is of no
value.  I have no close relatives, no family, no friends.  I’m so
lonely that I don’t want to live.  

There’s no one I consider close to me — nobody I can talk to,
nobody I can open my heart to.  So just let me die, because
nobody really cares.”

“Nobody cares!” is the desperate cry of men and women on a
lonely planet.
Recently in a survey regarding God, people were asked, “If

you could ask God one question, what would that question
be?”

3

What about you?  If you could ask God one question, what
would it be?  
Here is what millions of people would ask:
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“God, do you really care for me?  If you are so good, why is
there so much sickness, suffering and death in our world?” 

“Why is there so much heartache and sorrow?” 
“Why are there famines, floods, natural disasters and war?”

We look around and are aware of an evil force in this world. 
Everywhere there are terrible tragedies taking place every day.

4

(Video 15 Sec.)Who is responsible for all of the tragedies, sor-
row, and suffering in this world?

5

Many people blame God for the difficulties they experience. 
How often you hear them ask the question, “Why did God do
this to me?”

Let’s look at what the Bible says of the great battle that is
going on between the powers of good and evil.
You may ask, “If God does not bring all of this trouble and
grief into the world, who is really responsible for all the
tragedies we daily witness?”

6

The Bible puts the finger on the guilty party! 
Jesus told a story about a farmer who planted good seed in his
field, but when the plants came up,

7

there were noxious weeds in the field.

8
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(Text: Matthew 13:27)
“So the servants of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did
you not sow good seed in your field? 

9

How then does it have tares?”  
They wanted to know,  “where did the weeds come from?”

10

(Text 3 slides: Matthew 13:37-39)
“He answered and said to them: ‘He who sows the good seed
is the Son of Man.’”

11

The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the king-
dom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one.”

12

“The enemy who sowed them is the devil.” 
Matthew 13:37-39

13

You see, while God is trying to show love and kindness to
everyone, there is another power at work in this world bring-
ing disaster, tragedy, death, and sickness into the lives of
God’s children.

14

The last book of the Bible, Revelation, tells us how it all
began so that we might have the real truth about what hap-
pened in heaven that has caused so much trouble on Planet
Earth.

15

We will discover the origin of evil. It may surprise you, but
there was once war in heaven!
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(Text 4 slides: Revelation 12:7-9)
“And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 

16

but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in
heaven any longer.

17

So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the
Devil, and Satan, who deceives the whole world;

18

he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with
him.” 
Revelation 12:7-9.

19

Now, notice how this dragon, or the devil is introduced in
Revelation 12:3, 4:

20

(Text 2 slides: Revelation 12:3,4)
“And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great fiery
red dragon having seven heads and ten horns,

21

and seven diadems on his heads.”

22

“His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to
the earth. . .”

23
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Evidently one-third of the angels of heaven followed this
deceiver in his rebellion against God.
But let’s find out more about this fallen angel called Lucifer.

24

In the Old Testament He is described as the King of Tyre, and
it says this about him:

(Text 4 slides: Ezekiel 28:12-14)
“Thus says the Lord God: You were the seal of perfection, full
of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
Ezekiel 28:12

25

You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone
was your covering . . .
Ezekiel 28:13

26

You were the anointed cherub who covers . . . You were in the
holy mountain of God;

27

you walked in the midst of fiery stones.” Ezekiel 28:14

28

Lucifer was a beautiful angel, created perfect in all his ways. 
He was the angel who stood next to God as a covering cherub.

29

Lucifer held an exalted position in heaven. On either side of
the mercy seat or throne of God were two angels-one on the
right and one on the left. One of these was Lucifer.

30
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He was not content being next to God. 
HE WANTED TO BE GOD!
Something happened to Lucifer and to his close relationship
with God. God said to Lucifer,

31

(Text :Ezekiel 28:15)
“You were perfect in your ways from the day you were creat-
ed, till iniquity was found in you.”
Ezekiel 28:15

32

(Text :Ezekiel 28:17) 
‘Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupt-
ed your wisdom for the sake of your splendor...” 
Ezekiel 28:17.

33

This beautiful, exalted angel became self centered. 
He coveted the glory and homage due God alone.
He was power hungry. He had the boldness to challenge his
Creator for the rulership of the universe!  Listen carefully:

34

(Text 3 slides:Isaiah 14:12-14)
“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morn-
ing! How you are cut down to the ground. . . .

35

For you have said in your heart, I will ascend into heaven, I
will exalt my throne above the stars of God. . . . 

36

...I  will be like the most High.” 
Isaiah 14:12 -14

37

As these arrogant words spilled forth from Lucifer’s lips, the
perfect love and harmony of heaven was shattered into a mil-
lion selfish pieces.

38
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It wasn’t long before Lucifer began to spread the spirit of dis-
content among the other angels. 
Slowly but surely, he undermined God’s love and justice.

39

Like rotten fruit in a box, his rebellion spread to other angels
in heaven. 
Perhaps you are wondering why God didn’t destroy Satan at
that time.

40

God could have eliminated Lucifer and the angels who joined
his revolution in one blinding flash, but had He done so, all
His creatures would have served Him out of fear.

Let’s suppose God took away our freedom of choice and made
us all robots.  
{Ad lib] How many of you have children?  That’s quite a few
of you. 

41

Would you want a robot child?  How would you like a child
that you programmed to obey everything you said?
Your child would wake up in the morning and say, “Yes,
Mommy, I will eat my rice.”

“Yes, Daddy, I will clean the house.”
You have a robot — a cold, steel, mechanical robot.  
You no longer have a child.  
Would you want this kind of a child?  Of course not.  
And neither did God.

God is a God of love. He can only be happy in a love relation-
ship with His creatures where they worship Him because they
love and trust Him.

42

Satan had challenged God’s laws and justice, but God did not
place these laws in force to show who was boss! He made
them to protect His creatures, to ensure their peace and happi-
ness.

43
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His laws are like stoplights and speed limit signs all planned
for our safety and well-being.
But this most honored of all the angels thought that he could
run the universe better than God his Creator!

44

Satan, “the adversary of God,” made a devil out of himself!

45

(Video: 10 sec) God gives everyone the power of choice to
obey or not obey.
Out of fairness and love, God has allowed Satan to demon-
strate to the universe the way he would run the world.

46

We don’t understand how all this happened when God was so
loving and good to all.

The battle begun in heaven isn’t over, it has just changed
places! 
Earth is the ground upon which the great controversy between
good and evil would be fought,

47

where Satan would demonstrate his kind of government and
how he would run the world.

But why Earth? Why did our planet have to become 

48

(Text: 1 Corinthians 4:9)
“. . . a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men”? 
1 Corinthians 4:9.

49
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The earth had just come from the hand of the Creator, in all its
splendor and perfection, beautiful beyond description. 

50

Evidently Satan thought so, too, for he saw this world as a
prize worth capturing.
He would attempt to seize this planet of fragile beauty – a
newborn world.

Although Adam and Eve, the father and mother of the human
race, were created perfect, they were not placed beyond the
possibility of wrongdoing.

51

They were free to choose to love and follow God or to ignore
His instructions. 
But their loyalty would be tested, and that test would focus on
a single tree.  God warned,

(Text 2 slides: Genesis 2:16, 17)
“Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;

52

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 
Genesis 2:16, 17.

53

That must have seemed a reasonable request. They must have
felt quite secure. But man is most vulnerable when he is
caught completely off guard because he feels secure.

That is what happened to Eve. 
Satan used his supernatural power to deceive her.
Satan rarely works openly. He is very deceitful. 
He uses organizations, people, or even a serpent!

54
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That is why Peter said: 

55

(Text 3 slides: Ephesians 6:11-12)
“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. 

56

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers,

57

against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual
host of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 
Ephesians 6:11,12.

58

Eve was deceived. 
She never suspected that the words from the talking snake
came from Satan. 
The devil, speaking through the serpent, asked her,

59

(Text: Genesis 3:1)
”. . .Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the
garden’?” 
Genesis 3:1.

60

(Text 4 slides: Genesis 3:2-4)
Eve replied, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 

61

but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden,

62
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God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest
you die.’

63

Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die.’” 
Genesis 3:2-4

64

As Eve listened to the serpent, it must have crossed her mind
that he was saying something different than what God had
told them.
Perhaps sensing that she felt confused, the serpent hurriedly
added,

65

(Text: Genesis 3:5)
“For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
Genesis 3:5.

66

The devil suggested that God was unfair, that He was holding
back something good.
To be like God had been Satan’s consuming desire and his
downfall. Now it sounded good to Eve, too, and in an impetu-
ous moment, she sold out.

67

(Text 2 slides: Genesis 3:6 )
“So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that
it was pleasant to the eyes,

68

and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and
ate . . .” 
Genesis 3:6.

69

And Eve gave Adam the fruit, and he ate of it.

70
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Adam and Eve failed God’s test of love and loyalty, and it was
not long before they knew that something had gone wrong.

71

Satan had hijacked the newborn world! From that moment, he
laid claim to the title, “Prince of this World.” 
The ruler of a planet in rebellion!
Adam and Eve had listened to the voice of the evil one.

72

As this most tragic day drew to a close, God came in the cool
of the evening as usual, calling for Adam and Eve.
Until now, this had been the happiest time of the day-a chance
to walk and talk directly with the God who had created them.
But this day they ran and hid in the bushes!

73

Finally Adam slipped slowly from behind some shrubs in the
garden and confessed,

74

(Text: Genesis 3:10)
“...I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I
was naked; and I hid myself.” 
Genesis 3:10.

75

Adam had never been afraid before, but that is what sin does. 
It even makes a person afraid of God.

76

(Text: Genesis 3:11)
God replied, “...Have you eaten from the tree of which I com-
manded you that you should not eat?” Verse 11.
Adam answered:

77

(Text: Genesis 3:12)
“...The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of
the tree, and I ate.” 
Genesis 3:12.

78
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A few hours before, Adam had been willing to die with Eve. 
Now he blamed her and also blamed God for creating her.
How sin shatters perfect love!

But Eve was no less accusing. When God asked her what she
had done, she replied,

79

(Text: Genesis 3:13)
“...The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
Genesis 3:13. 

80

Eve put the blame on God too! In other words, she was saying,
“It’s the serpent You made that got me into trouble.”

That very day Adam and Eve were doomed to die! 
To keep Adam and Eve from eating of the tree of life, God
evicted them from their garden home.
The devil said they wouldn’t die, but the Bible says,

81

(Text: Genesis 5:5)
“So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty
years; and he died.” Genesis 5:5.

Too late, they discovered that the devil was
82

(Text: John 8:44)
“... a liar and the father of it.”
John 8:44.

83

It is easy to blame God for the world’s heartbreak and devas-
tation, but Satan is really responsible for the havoc.

84
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(Video: 10 sec)He is the one who brought trouble to this planet
and who has been causing sin and suffering ever since. Jesus
unmasked the devil and the way he afflicts people.

85

As He was teaching in the synagogue one Sabbath, He noticed
a woman bent over with a crippling deformity.
Touched by her pathetic circumstances, Jesus healed her.

86

The rulers instantly criticized Him because the healing took
place on Sabbath – God’s holy day of worship. But notice how
He defended His actions:

87

(Text 2 slides: Luke 13:16)
“So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham,
whom Satan has bound … for eighteen years,

88

be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?” Luke 13:16

89

Jesus said that Satan had bound this woman for eighteen
years. 
Satan was the guilty one! In fact, Satan is the sinister force
behind all disease and suffering, heartache, and death!

90

Perhaps nowhere in the Bible do we see Satan’s strategy more
clearly exposed than in the first chapter of Job, in a conversa-
tion between the devil and God.

91

It was some time after the fall of Satan that the sons of God
presented themselves before Him.   Satan came also. 
Think of that! A meeting of the “sons of God,” and Satan
came uninvited!

92
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(Text 2 slides: Job 1:7)
“And the Lord said to Satan, ‘From where do you come?” 
Job 1:7
In other words, who invited you? What right do you have to
be here? Satan answered the Lord,

93

“From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back
and forth on it.” 
Job 1:7.
Satan claimed dominion over Planet Earth.  He had taken over
Adam’s position!

94

Adam is called a “son of God” (see Luke 3:38), just like the
others who came that day for a meeting with God.

95

Could it be that they were the heads of other worlds, just as
Adam was originally the head of our world?
At any rate, Satan’s claim to represent Earth did not go unchal-
lenged. The Lord said to Satan:

96

(Text 4 slides: Job 1:8, 9 , 11)
“…’Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none
like him on the earth,

97

a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns
evil?’

98

So Satan answered the LORD and said, ‘Does Job fear God for
nothing?

99

But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and
he will surely curse You to Your face!’”
Job 1:8, 9, 11

100
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What a challenge! Satan claimed that the only reason Job was
loyal to God was because of what God did for him, not
because he loved and trusted God.

101

(Text 2 slides: Job 1:12)
“And the Lord said to Satan, ‘Behold, all that he has is in your
power; only do not lay a hand on his person.’

102

So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.” 
Job 1:12.
Satan left, eager to get his hands on Job’s possessions.

103

The blows soon began to fall:
First: the Sabeans stole Job’s cattle and murdered his workers.

104

Second: Lightning struck, killing his sheep and shepherds.

105

Third: the Chaldeans came and plundered Job’s camels.

106

Fourth (the most heartbreaking news): a tornado demolished
the home of Job’s oldest son. A party was on, and all ten of
Job’s children were killed!

107

Poor Job! He thought that the Lord had taken away his posses-
sions and caused all the heartache.
He didn’t understand that the devil had done it!  Although
overcome with grief, Job’s loyalty to God was unchanged.

108
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(Text: Job 1:21)
He said, “. . .The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
Job 1:21

109

Although he could not understand the tragedies that devastat-
ed his possessions and children, Job trusted God’s goodness
just the same.
But Satan wasn’t through. 
He challenged God again, saying,

(Text 3 slides: Job 2:4-6)
“. . .Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life.

110

But stretch out your hand now, and touch his bone and his
flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your face.

111

And the Lord said to Satan, Behold, he is in your hand, but
spare his life.” 
Job 2:4-6

112

The test was on! Would Job remain loyal to God when the
going got rougher, or would he turn his back on God?

113

(Text 2 slides: Job 2:7)
“So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD,

114

and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to
the crown of his head.”
Job 2:7

115
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If you’ve ever had a boil, you know how painful just one boil
can be. Imagine being covered with them from head to toe!

116

Even though Satan had deprived Job of his possessions, his
children, and his health, Job remained loyal to God. What a
man! The Bible says,

117

“In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.” 
Job 1:22

118

(Video: 12 sec) Who Hurt Job?
Who was it that plagued Job?
SATAN!

119

Who stole his livestock and killed his servants?
SATAN!

120

Who brought the tornado that destroyed his sons and daugh-
ter?
SATAN!

121

The Lord may allow difficulties to come to test our loyalty and
love,

122

but SATAN is the guilty one responsible for all the evil on
Planet Earth!

123
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You and I are caught in the center of a bewildering cosmic
drama, a conflict between authority and lawlessness, between
the Creator and Satan, the original rebel.

124

We are not spectators. We are involved, whether we want to be
or not.

The idea that Satan is only a myth or an influence leaves us
totally unprepared to confront the intelligent being he actually
is.

125

The Book of Revelation says:

126

(Text 2 slides: Revelation 12:12)
“Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them!
Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea!

127

For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath,
because he knows that he has a short time.” 
Revelation 12:12
Peter wrote this warning:

128

(Text 2 slides: 1 Peter 5:8)
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks
about like a roaring lion,

129

seeking whom he may devour.” 
1 Peter 5:8

130
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But even though Satan does his worst, the God of creation has
a plan of re-creation that includes His Son Jesus-His precious
Son who was willing to die to pay our debt so that we might
have eternal life.

131

The Bible says Satan comes as a roaring lion.

132

Satan worked through King Herod to destroy the Christ child
(He was defeated).

133

(Video: 10 sec.) Satan came to Jesus in the wilderness, mas-
querading as an angel from heaven with three great tempta-
tions (He was defeated).

134

Satan worked the crowd to destroy Jesus at Calvary (He was a
defeated foe forever).

135

Although there was a Calvary, there was a resurrection! Praise
God!
So it was that God gave His Son; and the Son gave Himself, to
reverse your fate and mine.

136

It was an hour of victory, a day to spell freedom for all the
prisoners of the devil on Planet Earth.

That day Satan became a defeated foe! Christ by His death
earned the right to destroy all evil and suffering.
Paul wrote in Hebrews 2:14: 

137
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(Text 2 slides: Hebrews 2:14)
“Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and
blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same,

138

that through death He might destroy him who had the power
of death, that is, the devil.”

139

Satan demonstrated before all the intelligences of the universe
what kind of being he is. 
And he is still demonstrating the way he would run the world.

140

Tornadoes, earthquakes, floods, crime, disease, heartache, and
pain! 
These we see.

But standing unseen behind them all is the supernatural
working of Satan.

141

These tragedies are not “acts of God”  - 
they are “acts of the devil.”  

142

You may be be wondering about sorrow, heartache, and diffi-
culty in your own life.  You may be wondering about the loss
of a child or a loved one and asking “where is God?”

143

The Bible teaches that God is there.  
He is in the midst of your heartache, sorrow, and difficulty.
And He will soon come to take care of the problem of sin and
suffering.

144
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The good news is that this celestial planet, hijacked by Satan,
is soon to be rescued. 
This knowledge should quiet the fears of nervous, anxious
passengers on a planet gone wrong!

145

God has a plan to destroy Satan — the deceitful devil — and
we will study exactly what that plan is in future meetings.
Let’s see what the Bible says about Satan: 

(Text 3 slides: Ezekiel 28:16, 18)
“...I destroyed you, O covering cherub. . . .”

146

Therefore I brought fire from your midst;

147

it devoured you, and I turned you to ashes upon the earth....” 
Ezekiel 28:18.
Gone forever will be sin and suffering.

148

Yes, friend, Jesus is coming soon!  Not as a lowly Galilean, not
as one ridiculed, spat upon, and denied. Not as one hanging
on a cross,

149

but as King of kings and Lord of lords with the right to reign!
We must be ready to meet Him, for if we miss that, we miss
everything!

150

(Video 12 Sec.) The issue today is, Whom will we believe?
Whom will we follow? 
A loving God-or a fallen angel? 
The lines are being drawn;

151
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the whole world is being divided into two sides. Where is
your loyalty?  
Whose side are you on?

To every restless, lonely heart, to every aching, guilty soul, to
all His children on a planet in rebellion, Jesus gives the loving
invitation:

152

(Text: Matthew 11:28)
“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.” 
Matthew 11:28.

153

(Text: John 6:37)
“. . .The one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.”
John 6:37
Isn’t that wonderful news?

154

In the midst of life’s tragedies, sorrows, heartbreak and disap-
pointment, Jesus is there.  
He understands the sorrow you may be experiencing right
now.

155

Jesus understands what it is like to have your body ravaged
by disease.  
He knows pain.  
He experienced it when cruel men drove jagged nails through
His hands.  

He knows loneliness.  
He experienced it when He hung alone in the darkness on the
cross.  
He knows poverty.

He experienced it when He walked the dusty streets of
Palestine with little to eat and nowhere to call home.  Come to
Him today.
He will give you new hope and encouragement.  
Here is the best news of all.  
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One day soon this Jesus will come again and put an end to all
of life’s suffering.  
He will come again to usher in a brand new world.  
Sin and sinners will be destroyed.  

Satan will be finally, fully and completely defeated.  Jesus
longs to restore you to the family of God, to give you eternal
life on a planet made new.

But the decision must be made — Who will be your Lord and
Master?  
Friend, this decision is a life and death matter!  
Won’t you choose right now to let Christ be your King?  

He is waiting.  His arms are wide open.  
He says, “Come!  Come!  Come!”

Will you bow your head and say, “Yes, Jesus, I am coming,”
as we pray?



7 – One Life Changed the World

1

He Can Change Your Life, Too.

1

Two men were traveling hundreds of miles across the United
States by train.  
Since their trip was so long, they passed their time talking
about everything that came to their minds.  

2

They talked about the weather.
They talked about politics.  
They talked about their early childhood experiences, their
families and their marriages.
The conversation finally turned to religion. 

One man was an atheist.  The other was a Christian.  
One man did not believe in God at all.  
The other had an extremely strong faith in God.  
One man never read the Bible.  The other man read it continu-
ally.

The topic of their discussion that hot summer afternoon was
Jesus Christ.
The atheist asked his Christian friend some very powerfully
important questions.  Questions like:

3

Why are you a Christian?  Isn’t it a geographical accident?  
You just happened to be born in a Christian country, right?  

How is Jesus different than any other great man?  
Is Jesus more than an ethical teacher or a moral philosopher?
How can you be sure Jesus is all He claimed to be?  
How can you be certain Jesus is divine and His offer of eternal
life is real?

The atheist’s questions that hot summer afternoon on the train
are good ones.  
His Christian friend shared some answers with him.  
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There is no question in my mind that there are solid answers
to these questions and understanding their answers means
eternal life.  

Our world has certainly had its share of famous people.
People who have made their contribution to make the world a
better place.  

4

Kings, presidents, religious, military leaders, scientists and
artists have left their mark on the world.
They have names famous around the world.

5

One name stands out above all others.  
Even history is divided in years before and after His birth.
His name is Jesus.
Jesus is the most famous name in history.

6

But it is one thing to have heard his name, and another to
know who He really is.

Tonight I would like to introduce you more fully to the Jesus
of history – the Jesus of the Bible.  Let’s begin at the begin-
ning.

7

You may be wondering – Who is this Jesus?  How is He differ-
ent?  Was He just a good man, a moral teacher or an ethical
philosopher?
Two of the disciples were wondering about these things as

well.

When Jesus met two disciples on the road to Emmaus on the
Sunday of His resurrection,

8
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He showed them the prophecies that had been fulfilled in the
last few days.

9

(Text 3 slides: Luke 24:25, 27)
“O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the
prophets have spoken!…

10

And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets,

11

He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things con-
cerning Himself.”  
Luke 24:25, 27

12

Let us look at the evidence that proves that Jesus is the
Messiah.

13

HIS MIRACULOUS BIRTH

Long before Jesus was born to Mary, Isaiah prophesied:

14

(Text 2 slides: Isaiah 7:14)
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:

15

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call
His name Immanuel.“
Isaiah 7:14

16
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(Video: 5 sec) Jesus has many names,
Emanuel, Jesus, Savior, Christ, and Messiah.
Isaiah’s prophecy regarding Jesus’ virgin birth was written
over 600 years before He was born.  

17

An angel quoted this very prophecy as evidence Jesus was the
Messiah.
Let’s look at how the angel described Jesus’ virgin birth to

Mary.

(Text 2 slides: Matthew 1:18)
“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows:  After His
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,

18

before they came together, she was found with child of the
Holy Spirit.”
Matthew 1:18

19

HIS BIRTHPLACE

20

(Text: Micah 5:2)
“...Bethlehem, ... out of thee shall he come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel...” 
Micah 5:2

21

It is remarkable that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the exact
city which the prophecy predicted 700 years in advance. 

(Text: Matthew 2:1)
“…Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea….” 
Matthew 2:1

22
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The New Testament confirms the fulfillment of Micah’s
prophecy.
Jesus was more than a good man, more than an ethical teacher,
more than a moral philosopher.

He was the divine Son of God.  
He was born of a virgin as the prophet Isaiah predicted.  
He was born in Bethlehem as the prophet Micah predicted. 

Bible prophecy clearly reveals the significant details in
Christ’s life hundreds of years in advance.  
These prophecies were fulfilled exactly.
When Adam and Eve sinned, God had a plan.  

23

His love called for Jesus – His Son – to come to earth, live a
perfect life and die for our sins. 
He took our place so we could have eternal life if we accepted
His plan to be our Savoir.
This is called the PLAN OF SALVATION.

About 2000 years ago wise men from the East studied the
scriptures.
They read of a great king to appear and knew it was time for
Him to arrive.

24

They knew it was time and the star was the sign of the new-
born King.
In Bethlehem they found him and bowed down and wor-
shiped Jesus.

25

(Text 2 slides: Luke 2:7)
“And she [Mary] brought forth her firstborn Son, and
wrapped Him in swaddling cloths,

26

and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn.” Luke 2:7

27
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There was no room in the inn, so Jesus was laid in box where
cattle were fed.  He was born helpless.

28

His mother was very kind, yet young when the angel told her
she was to give birth to the Son of God.

29

Though He was the “Son of God”, He was just as fully God as
was His Father.
The apostle Paul says He was equal with God and took the
form of a servant in the likeness of man.

30

(Text 3 slides: Philippians 2:6)
“...Being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God,

31

but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bond-
servant,

32

and coming in the likeness of men.” 
Philippians 2:6, 7

33

Jesus became like us to live life on earth.
But He was pure, clean, and spotless, so that He could sacrifice
His life that we might have eternal life.
In the final 24 hours of Christ’s life, scores of prophecies cen-
turies old were fulfilled in every detail. 

34

Take HIS BETRAYAL by Judas as an example.

35
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(Text: Psalm 41:9)
“Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, who ate my
bread, has lifted up his heel against me.”
Peter asked Jesus who was going to betray Him, and Jesus
answered,

36

“…It is he whom I shall give a piece of bread when I have
dipped it….” 
John 13:26

37

THE PRICE PAID TO THE TRAITOR

38

“…So they paid me thirty pieces of silver.”  
Zechariah 11:12

39

(Text 2 slides: Matthew 26:14, 15)
“Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went
to the chief priests”

40

and asked, ‘What are you willing to give me if I hand him
over to you?’ So they counted out for him thirty silver coins.”

41

HIS BEATING AND ABUSE

42

(Text 2 slides: Isaiah 50:6)
“I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those
who pulled out my beard;

43
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I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.” 
Isaiah 50:6

44

(Text: Matthew 26:67)
“Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck
Him with the palms of their hands,”
Matthew 26:67

45

THEY PIERCED HIS HANDS AND FEET

46

(Text:Psalm 22:16)
“…They pierced My hands and My feet.” 
Psalm 22:16

47

After the resurrection of Christ, Thomas, one of His disciples
who doubted that He had been resurrected, made reference to
the fact that Christ’s hands and feet were indeed pierced. He
said, 

(Text 2 slides:John 20:25)
“…Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger
where the nails were,

48

... I will not believe.”  
John 20:25

49

HE WAS NUMBERED WITH THE TRANSGRESSORS
Notice how this prophecy of Christ was directly fulfilled:

50
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(Text: Isaiah 53:12)
“...numbered with the transgressors.”  
Isaiah 53:12

51

(Text 2 slides: Mark 15:27, 28)
“With Him they crucified two robbers, one on His right and
the other on His left.

52

So the scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘And He was num-
bered with the transgressors.’”
Mark 15:27, 28

53

THEY CAST LOTS FOR HIS CLOTHING

King David told what would happen to Jesus clothing a thou-
sand years before Jesus died:

54

(Text: Psalm 22:18)
“They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing
do they cast lots.” 
Psalm 22:18

55

(Text 3 slides: John 19:23, 24)
“Then the soldiers...took His garments and made four parts ...

56

Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one
piece.

57

They said… ‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it
shall be.’” 
John 19:23, 24

58
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HIS WORDS ON THE CROSS

59

(Text :Psalm 22:1)
“My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
Psalm 22:1.  Compare this Old Testament verse with Matthew
27:46:

60

(Text :Matthew 27:46)
“My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me” 
Jesus uttered these words just before His death the ninth hour.

61

Many of the prophecies were totally beyond the human con-
trol of Jesus.

62

He could not have arranged the place of His birth,

63

the manner of His birth,

64

His betrayal,

65

or the events surrounding His death.

66
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Jesus was truly who He claimed to be  — the Messiah.
As He hung on the cruel cross, lacerated from beatings, nails
in His hands and feet, with a crown of thorns, being mocked
and jeered at,

67

“He could have called ten thousand angels to destroy the
world and set Him free.”
He couldn’t save Himself and us too!

68

Do you sometimes wonder if anyone really cares about you?
JESUS DOES!
He proved it long ago on a hill outside of Jerusalem!
What love!

69

It breaks our proud hearts.
He could have called ten thousand angels, but thank God, He
did not!
Instead He died for you and me!

The most important question is, “Who is Jesus to You?”

70

Jesus came to our planet to live a perfect life to take the place
of our sinful lives.
He would also die the death we should have died, so that we
might live forever!
The Bible says of His sacrifice,

71

(Text 4 slides: Isaiah 53:3-7)
“He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief....

72

He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities; and by His stripes we are healed.

73
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“All we like sheep have gone astray....

74

He was afflicted... Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led
as a lamb to the slaughter.”  
Isaiah 53:3 - 7

75

Here we find that Jesus was referred to as the Lamb.
He is called the “Lamb” many other times in the Bible.

76

(Text 2: Revelation 13:8)
Revelation 13:8 speaks of the “the Book of Life of the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world.”

77

(Text 2 slides: Revelation 5:8, 12)
“The twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb...

78

[saying] ‘Worthy is the Lamb who was slain.’” 
Revelation 5:8, 12
Jesus the Lamb saved all of us from eternal death and has
given us eternal life instead.

79

(Text 2 slides: Romans 6:23)
“For the wages of sin is death.

80

But the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23

81
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Adam and Eve sinned and were separated from God.
God had to evict them from their garden home and they could
no longer eat of the Tree of Life.
Their vitality would gradually decrease until they died.

82

(Text 2 slides: Genesis 3:24)
“So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the gar-
den of Eden Cherubims, 

83

and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way
of the tree of life.”
Genesis 3:24

84

God told them of His plan to save them.

85

(Text 2 slides: Genesis 3:15)
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your seed [Satan’s followers] and her Seed [Christ’s followers].

86

And He [Jesus] shall bruise your [Satan’s] head, and you
[Satan] shall bruise His [Jesus’] heel.” 
Genesis 3:15

87

What does it mean to bruise?

88

The Hebrew word for “bruise” means to “crush”.
To crush one’s head is more serious than to bruise one’s heel.
Christ would be the victor over Satan.
God did something else to remind man of His plan and
restore them.

89
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He instituted the sacrificial system.
They were to show their faith in the “Lamb” of God (Jesus)
who would one day die to give them eternal life.

90

The Bible does not tell us exactly when the sacrificial system
was started.
Adam and Eve were naked and God made clothes for them
from skins. In the very next chapter Cain and Abel bring sacri-
fices.

91

(Text 2 slides: Genesis 4:4, 5)
“Abel brought of the lamb of the first born of his flock and of
their fat,

92

and the Lord respected Abel and His offering.” 
Genesis 4:4

93

God did not “...respect Cain and his offering.  And Cain was
very angry.”  Genesis 4:5

94

Abel brought a lamb that represented the Lamb of God, but
Cain brought fruit of the ground.
Cain’s offering did not show faith in the slain Lamb of God.

(Text: Hebrews 9:22)
“...Without the shedding of blood there is no remission.”
Hebrew 9:22

95

When God brought the Israelites out of Egypt, he taught them
many lessons through the ceremonies of the sanctuary He had
Moses build.
The sanctuary, or tabernacle, was a replica of the true taberna-
cle pitched in heaven.

96
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One of these ceremonies was the Passover.

97

On the 14th day the first month, the people had been instruct-
ed to slay a lamb and put the blood of the lamb on their door-
posts.
It was a sign they were covered by the blood of the Lamb.

98

That night the destroying angel passed over the homes that
were covered by blood and did not harm anyone inside.

99

Passover was to remind them that only the blood of the Lamb
can deliver us from destruction.
The animals that were sacrificed could not cleanse from sin.
But the faith of the people in God’s sacrifice could save them
from sin.

100

(Text: Hebrews 9:26)
“...He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself....”
Hebrews 9:26

101

(Text: Hebrews 10:4)
“For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could
take away sins.”
Hebrews 10:4

102

John the Baptist announced the Messiah and pointed to Jesus
and said,

103

(Text: John 1:29)
“...Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world.” John 1:29

104
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The ceremonial system of sacrifices had been pointing for-
ward to the Messiah – the Lamb of God.
The shed blood of every dying lamb in the Old Testament,
had for centuries represented Jesus’ shed blood for us.

105

Jesus is the Savior of the world.
Jesus pardons.
Jesus forgives.
Jesus delivers us from guilt.
Jesus teaches us how to live.

106

Jesus’ life is an example for us.
Jesus empowers our lives.
Jesus changes us from within.
Jesus gives us a new life. 

During one of Sir Ernest Shackleton’s attempts to cross the
Antarctic Ocean in 1914, his ship, the Endurance, was crushed
in an ice floe.  The crew drifted for days until they could make
a landing on Elephant Island.

107

Shackleton had the men set up camp there where they could
preserve their supplies and try to survive the coming winter.
But he soon realized that no one would be coming to rescue
them.  

No one had any idea where they were.  They were cut off from
the world by the freezing, stormy Antarctic Ocean.  There was
only one hope of a rescue: Someone had to cross that hostile
ocean and get help.  

Shackleton began to rig a twenty-foot whaling boat for the
voyage.  From volunteers, he picked a crew of six.  They
would have to cross eight hundred miles of tempestuous sea
in order to reach a Norwegian whaling station on the frozen
island of South Georgia.

It seemed an impossible task in an open boat at the stormiest
time of year.  But Shackleton set out with his men. 
For days they huddled under a makeshift canvas covering,

keeping the bow turned into the fiercest waves, praying that
the wind wouldn’t tear their small sail away.

108
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They endured bone-chilling cold, sleeping bags frozen stiff,
icy water streaming down their backs, hunger, and thirst. 
Fourteen days after their voyage began, when all were almost
dead of exposure and thirst, they spotted the black cliffs of
South Georgia! 

Shackleton had made it through; soon a ship would be on its
way to rescue the rest of his stranded men.

When God looked down at our predicament and saw that we
were isolated on our island, surrounded by a boundless sea of
sin, He plunged into that hostile sea Himself.  He took on
Himself the murderous, icy vastness of the evil in humankind.

There is no one else in all the universe like Jesus.  He is the
only one who can save us.  He is the only one who can take
away our guilt and change our lives.  He is the only one who
can offer us eternal life.  

109

Would you like to lift your hand right now and say, “Yes,
Jesus, I accept you tonight as my Lord and Savior.  Yes, Lord, I
believe you died for me.  Yes, Lord, I give my life to you.”
Just raise your hand as I pray for you.
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The Secret of Immortality

1

(Video: 19 sec) The earth shook.  The powerful tremors sent
shock waves through the entire city.  Office buildings col-
lapsed and homes crumbled.  Hospitals, schools and churches
were all destroyed.

2

The earthquake in February of 2001 in El Salvador killed near-
ly 3,000 people instantly.  Thousands were left homeless.
Emergency aid workers labored tirelessly day and night
searching for victims.  They found only a few left alive. 

After four days of continuous digging, they were preparing to
give up their search when someone noticed a half-buried arm
amidst the rubble.  It was even more shocking when the arm
slowly moved.  Rescue workers dug furiously.

It took them nearly four hours to uncover a middle-aged man
from underneath the debris.  He was alive.  He had survived
for four days without food or water.  Later in the hospital, he
was asked how he possibly could have lived under such amaz-
ingly difficult conditions.  

His answer, “I willed to live.  I gasped for air.  I did not want
to die.  I believed help was on its way.”

We were born with this desire to live.  
You and I had it when we entered this world.  
Everyone who has ever lived has had it.  

3

It is probably the strongest desire we ever have.  
We human beings are bonded together by our common desire
to live.
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And when a human life is threatened, people go to incredible,
heroic lengths to save others. 
It could be a child who has fallen into a well. 
Or people aboard a crippled ship stranded at sea.

4

Or a climber stranded on a dangerous mountainside ledge. 
Or victims trapped in the rubble of an earthquake. 
But when someone’s life is in the balance, people race to save
each other.

5

Yet the truth that none of us likes to think about–but is true
nonetheless–is that the lives of every last one of us are in dan-
ger.
Not just danger, either.
We’re each doomed to die.

6

(Text: Romans 6:23)
“For the wages of sin,” the Bible says, “is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus the Lord.” 
Romans 6:23.

7

Sin is poisonous stuff–it’s deadly.
It’s lethal. Why? Because it separates us from the Source of all
life–God Himself, who created us. 
And every one of us has sinned.

8

(Text: Romans 3:23)
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
Romans 3:23.

9

(Text: Romans 3:10-12)
“...There is none righteous, no, not one.

10

There is none who understands; there is none that seeks after
God.

11
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“They have all turned aside . . . There is none who does good,
no not one.” 
Romans 3:10-12.

12

Our original parents, Adam and Eve, from whom the entire
human race descended, chose to cut themselves off from God
by disobeying Him and going their own way.

13

(Text: Romans 5:12)
“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world,
and death through sin,

14

and thus death spread to all men, because all have sinned.”
Romans 5:12

15

The natural result of sin is death. 
The death rate from sin is 100 percent. 
Adam would die because of his sin. 
So too would all who descended from him–including each one
of us.

16

So we’re all down a pit. 
Trapped and helpless. 
Doomed to die unless someone rescues us. 
The bad news is we’re doomed unless someone saves us. 
The good news is that Someone has!

17

(Text: Ephesians 2:8, 9)
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourself; it is the gift of God,

18

not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 
Ephesians 2:8, 9.

19
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Yes, we have all sinned. 
There is no doubt about it! 
We sin with every selfish act, word, or even thought.

Imagine the countless times each day that we had sinned! 
And our problem is not just the sins we have committed –it’s
the fact that we are sinners!

20

A person with a fatal illness who never recognizes his or her
problem or seeks medical help will die. And that is the fate of
sinners who fail to recognize their spiritual condition and
seek help.

21

(Text: Isaiah 59:2)
“Your iniquities [sins] have separated you from God.” Isaiah
59:2. 
God is the source of all life, and when Adam sinned, he began
to die. 

22

But a God of love did not tell us the result of sin without giv-
ing us hope for salvation! 
Here’s the good news!

(Text: Romans 6:23)
“The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23.

23

Salvation is a gift.
we don’t deserve it.
nor can we earn it by our own good works, and we can’t buy it
at any price.

24

Most people believe that human beings receive forgiveness
and eternal life by doing more good deeds.

25
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People sit on beds of spikes, believing that by torturing their
bodies they can earn God’s favor.

Some people beat and bruise their bodies with whips and
chains, others pierce themselves with sharp hooks, and

26

some walk barefoot on hot coals  seeking divine favor by
unusual acts of physical abuse.

27

Others believe they gain merit for a future life by building
temples or feeding the holy men,

28

and for some others, there is no greater joy or better way of
earning favor with God than a pilgrimage to Mecca or dying
in defense of Islam.

29

Many Christians unwittingly do the same thing.
They attend church, give offerings, and follow the Bible’s
Golden Rule, thinking they earn favor with God and thus
deserve eternal life. 
But is that possible?

30

Can man, through some means of physical punishment, men-
tal anguish or deed of kindness, bribe God to grant him for-
giveness and eternal life?

31

Do we earn salvation or win it as one does a sports trophy or
gold medal?

32



8 – Born to Live Forever

6

(Text: Ephesians 2:8, 9)
The Bible says, “For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

33

not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 
Ephesians 2:8, 9.

34

We cannot save ourselves by our own works–we must depend
on God’s grace and His love and favor, which He freely gives
us. 
If we could earn salvation, it would not be a gift.

35

Suppose your employer handed you an envelope and said he
had a gift for you.

36

If you discover your paycheck for the past two weeks inside,
would that be a gift? 
NOT IF YOU HAD EARNED IT!

37

But why would the mighty God who rules the universe

38

(Video 12 sec) be concerned about people on a planet out on
the edge of space? 
Why didn’t He just abandon selfish, rebellious man and leave
him to suffer the results of his sin?

39

(Text: 1 John 4:8)
The answer is found in John’s first letter: 
“God is love.” 
1 John 4:8.

40



8 – Born to Live Forever

7

Some of you are parents.

41

And some of you know what it’s like to have a baby get sick
and begin to cry day and night. 
You try everything to make things better, but nothing seems to
help.

42

You walk the floor, sing to the baby, and try all sorts of advice
from friends, but nothing works. 
But let me ask you something.

No matter how tired you are, no matter how long the baby is
sick, do you ever even think of giving the baby away or leav-
ing it to suffer alone?

No? Why? Because you love that little helpless baby all the
more because of the pain and suffering he or she has to
endure. 
That is what God is like!

43

His children on Planet Earth became sick with the disease of
sin,

44

and the pain and suffering they endure because of it only
makes God love them even more.

45

Never has God considered just walking away from us! 
Never has He considered leaving us to die and suffer the
results of our rebellion.

46
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(Text: 2 Peter 3:9)
The Bible says, “The Lord is . . . longsuffering toward us, not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9.

47

Regardless of how good or bad you may be, God loves you
and wants to save you. 
He is not willing that you should die. 

48

However, we have all sinned.

We have all rebelled against God and broken His law.

49

Earthly governments cannot tolerate lawlessness and survive
for long.

50

Violators are punished. 
But violating God’s law is even more serious, because sin sep-
arates us from God–the only One who can help us and save
us!

51

Even though God is a God of everlasting love, He is also a
God of justice. 
On Mount Sinai He described Himself:

52

(Text: Exodus 34:6, 7)
“...The Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,

53

maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness,
rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpun-
ished.” 
Exodus 34:6, 7.

54
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Is there no solution? No way out? 
Yes, there is a way out! 
A loving God found a way to save us and still be just.

55

He found a perfect Substitute to die in our place, paying the
penalty for our sins so that we could live. 
John, the beloved disciple, explains it this way:

56

(Text: John 3:16)
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten
Son,

57

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” 
John 3:16.

58

Jesus came to live on Earth as a man, facing the same prob-
lems and temptations that every human has faced. 
He lived a life of perfect obedience.

59

Then, as the one sinless representative of the human race,
Christ voluntarily took upon Himself the guilt of every person
who would ever live, and died on their behalf.

(Text: Romans 5:19)
Paul wrote, “For as by one man’s disobedience many were
made sinners,

60

so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” 
Romans 5:19.

61
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Jesus’ death was in no sense intended to satisfy an angry God.
Jesus offered to die to save us from our sins, and God loved us
so much that He was willing to sacrifice His only Son for us. 
Jesus was the Lamb of God, the sacrificial Lamb!

62

(Video 25 sec.) As God’s chosen people, the Israelites, wan-
dered in the wilderness near Mount Sinai after being deliv-
ered from Egypt by Moses, they daily witnessed, in symbols
and ceremonies, an illustration of God’s plan to redeem fallen
man.

63

The desert tabernacle, built to God’s specific instructions with
services instituted by God, continually called man’s attention
to a future Calvary–the mountaintop where Jesus would die,

where the true Lamb would be sacrificed for the sins of all
mankind, giving to all the hope and assurance of forgiveness
and salvation. 

The sinner came, bringing a sacrificial animal.
He placed his hand on the head of the animal and confessed
his sin.

64

Then he took a knife and killed it, symbolizing that his sins
caused the death of the sacrificial Lamb, which represented
Jesus.

Unpleasant, yes. But the cross at Calvary that brought the
promise of eternal life to the human heart was far more
unpleasant.
However, by this act God demonstrated that sin brings death,
either to the sinner or to the innocent sacrifice.

65

God’s people in Bible times offered sacrifices to show their
faith in the coming death of the Son of God, the One who
would die in man’s place as his substitute.

66
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(Text: John 1:29)
Jesus was the true sacrifice. As Jesus came to be baptized,
John said, “...Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world.” John 1:29.

67

How ironic that some of the men He came to save plotted to
take His life! 
Jesus was beaten, mocked, and sentenced to be crucified by
one of the worst forms of execution.

(Text: 1 Peter 2:22)
Yet, as the Bible says, the One “who did no sin, neither was
guile found in his mouth” died on that cross! 
1 Peter 2:22.

68

Christ was crucified at the Passover season.  It was the custom
of the Roman rulers during this season to turn one criminal
loose as a show of good faith. 
The crowd chose Barabbas and let Jesus die instead.

69

In death, Jesus was identified with sinners. 
He was crucified between two thieves! 
And as God placed upon Him the sins of the whole world,

70

(Text: Matthew 27:46)
He cried out, “..My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” 
Matthew 27:46.

71

He felt the terrible separation that sin brings. Jesus could not
bear the agony of separation from the Father.
It broke His heart.

(Text: Mark 15:31)
The crowd shouted, “...He saved others; himself he cannot
save.” 
Mark 15:31.

72
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And that was true! 
He could not save Himself and still save others. 
He was God paying the price for a lost race, a broken law, the
wages of sin.

73

Thus it was that God, with a love that could not be satisfied
until man was restored to His family, gave His own son to die
in man’s place, as his Substitute.

Jesus was treated as we deserve that we might be treated as He
deserves. 
He was condemned for our sins and suffered our death that
we might have eternal life.

74

In this way God could give us eternal life and still be just. 
Not because of any good thing we have done, but because
God can give us credit for what Christ did–for the perfect life
he lived.

(Text: Ephesians 2:8)
Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, said, 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith.” 
Ephesians 2:8. 
This faith is the very heart of salvation.

75

When the Philippian jailer asked Paul what he must do to be
saved, Paul answered,

76

(Text: Acts 16:31)
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.” 
Acts 16:31.

77

However, just agreeing in your mind that Christ lived on earth
is not enough.  That is not saving faith. 
There is more to it than that.

78
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(Text: James 2:19)
The Bible says that “the devils also believe, and tremble.”
James 2:19.

79

To believe in Jesus means more than acknowledging that He
died over 1900 years ago. 
The Bible says,

80

(Text: Proverbs 3:5, 6)
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your
own understanding;

81

in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your
paths.” 
Proverbs 3:5, 6.
Do you trust Him? Do you really trust Him? 
Enough  to let Him control your life?

82

Saving faith is trusting in the sacrifice of Christ as the full and
complete payment of the price for every sin we have ever com-
mitted. 
It means believing that it is not what we can do that saves us,
but what Christ did for us on Calvary.

83

No human can ever boast that he saved himself. 
The glory all belongs to God! 
It is grace on God’s part and faith on our part: trusting God
completely–willingly letting Him control our lives.

84

Receiving salvation is so simple, yet many make it seem so
difficult and complicated.

85

The question we must answer is the same question that came
to the Philippian jailer when he cried out to Paul and Silas
that horrible night when the earthquake opened all the prison
doors:
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(Text: Acts 16:30)
“What must I do to be saved?” 

86

There are just four facts about salvation that you need to
know in order to be saved. 
Just four.

87

(Text: Ephesians 2:8, 9)
FACT #1: Salvation is a free gift.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not

of yourselves; it is a gift of God not of works, less anyone
should boast.” 

88

Now the question is, “Why is it that salvation must be a free
gift?” 
The reason why it must be a free gift brings us to point num-
ber two.

(Text: Romans 3:23)
FACT #2: All of us have sinned. 
Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.”

89

That means that I don’t deserve the gift. 
I don’t deserve salvation. 
You see, I have sinned. 
I have come short of the glory of God.

90

If salvation depends on my goodness, then I can never earn it,
because I have sinned–I can never be good enough.

That is exactly the reason why salvation must then be a free
gift, freely given to me, because I can’t earn it and I don’t
deserve it. 
We have all sinned and come short of God’s glory.
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(Text: Romans 6:23)
FACT #3: The problem: Sin means death. 
Romans 6:23. “For the wages of sin is death.” 
That’s the great problem we all face. 
I’m a sinner; therefore I deserve death. 

91

I don’t deserve that free gift. 
That’s why it has to be a free gift then, you see, because we’ve
all sinned and we’ve come short of the glory of God.

The problem is that as a sinner I deserve to die. But God has a
solution to the problem.

(Text: Romans 5:8)
FACT #4: The solution: Jesus died for us. 
Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates His own love toward
us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

92

Isn’t that beautiful? Jesus died for me, a sinner. And friend,
He died for you too!

Four simple facts. Let’s review them:

93

1. Salvation is a free gift.

94

2. All of us have sinned.

95
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3. The problem: Sin means death for us.

96

4. The solution: Jesus died for us, which means life for us if
we accept Him as our Savior.

97

While we were still sinners, Jesus died for us. Don’t you love
Him, my friends?
Don’t you love Him for dying for your sins and my sins? 
Don’t you love Him for giving us that free gift of salvation?

98

Now you might ask, “How can I accept that free gift?”

99

(Text: Revelation 3:20)
The Bible gives us the answer to that in Revelation 3:20. 
“...Behold, I stand at the door and knock.”
If  the One with eternal life knocks at the door of your house,
do you leave Him outside–or do you invite Him in?

100

Of course, you open the door and invite them in! You see, by
receiving Jesus, we receive the gift of eternal life He brings. 
Isn’t that beautiful?
Jesus wants to come into our lives. 
We invite Him in. 

101

That’s how we accept that free gift. 
We simply reach out and say “Thank You, Jesus! 
Come into my life. 
Come into my heart. 
Take control of my life–take control of my heart.”

102

And when Jesus comes in, we accept Him as our Friend, as our
Savior, and as our Lord and Master.
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Two important things happen when we ask Jesus into our
hearts–when we accept Him into our lives. 

103

(Text: 1 John 1:9)
First, we confess our sins and receive His forgiveness.
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins

104

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9.
Friends, that is a beautiful promise.

105

No matter what we’ve done or where we’ve been, no matter
what kind of lives we have lived, even if we have been the
most terrible sinner we can come to Jesus and accept that free
gift of salvation.

106

We can confess our sins and receive complete and total for-
giveness.

The Bible tells us that Jesus cast our sins into the depths of the
sea, never again to be remembered.

107

My friends, when Jesus forgives, He forgets. 
Is there some sin that you have confessed to God, yet you are
still condemned and burdened by guilt.  Maybe you feel that
there is some sin that is even too great for God to forgive.  

108

We must believe what God says. 
In I John 5:10 the words make very clear to us that if we don’t
believe God, we make Him out to be a liar.
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(Text: 1 John 5:10)
“He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in him-
self;

109

he who does not believe God has made Him a liar,

110

because he has not believed the testimony that God has given
of His Son.” 1 John 5:10.
When Jesus promises that He will forgive our sins and take
away our guilt, He will do exactly what he says He will do.

111

When Jesus forgives, He forgets, and we should forget, too!

112

(Text: Acts 3:19)
In the words of Peter in Acts 3:19: 
“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out...”

113

You see, we come to Jesus, we accept the free gift of salvation,
we invite Him into our lives, and the first thing that happens
is that He forgives and cleanses us, He washes us, He casts our
sins into the depths of the sea.

114

Isn’t that beautiful, my friends? 
Don’t you love your Savior and mine?
But there’s something else that happens when we invite Jesus
into our hearts.

He gives us the power to overcome our sins and become more
and more like He is–to walk in His footsteps.  
The thief no longer steals.
The liar no longer lies.
The drunkard no longer drinks.

115
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(Text: John 1:12)
Notice in John 1:12: “But as many as received Him, to them He
gave the right become children of God,

116

to those who believe in His name.” 
He’ll give us the power to become His children, His sons, His
daughters.  No longer are we controlled by Satan.  
No longer are we the children of darkness.

117

He’ll give us the power to walk in His footsteps. As we
believe in Him, as we accept that gift of salvation, He’ll give
us the power to be over-comers.

118

If we stumble and fall after we have received the gift, He’ll
forgive us again and again. 
Then He’ll give us that power to be over-comers –to grow
more and more like Jesus.

119

It’s a growing process to learn to have faith and confidence
and trust in Jesus our Savior.  We will not be perfect, but we
will be forgiven.  Satan is no longer our lord.  Jesus is our
Lord.

You see, to believe means to have faith and trust, and to accept
that gift of salvation. 
He forgives us of our sins and He also gives us the power to
walk in His footsteps.

120

When we answer that knock at the door of our hearts and
invite Jesus inside, He cleans up our sinful hearts and forgives
us. 
He also gives us power to change and win over sin and
become more and more like Him.

121

And when Jesus lives in us, we can know for absolutely cer-
tain that we have eternal life. 
Did you know that?

122



8 – Born to Live Forever

20

We don’t have to worry about whether we’ll be saved and live
forever with Jesus.

(Text: 1 John 5:12, 13)
“He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son
of God does not have life.

123

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God,

124

that you may know that you have eternal life.” 1 John 5:12, 13.

125

Jesus wants us to know–here and now–that we have eternal
life.

126

We can know here and now that as we invite Jesus into our
hearts, we receive the assurance of our salvation.
Jesus gives the invitation to everyone everywhere, so that

(Text: John 3:16)
“whoever believes in Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.” 
John 3:16. 
Perhaps you feel you are a hopeless sinner, but that is not true!

127

God can turn the most impossible situation into victory.
No life is too bad, no sin too great, for Christ to forgive!
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On December 31, 1995, John Clancy, veteran firefighter in New
York City, led his crew into a burning vacant apartment build-
ing in a lower Manhattan drug district.  As the fire raged out
of control, the firefighters were concerned that someone might
still be in the apartment building,

128

although the only ones who used it were vagrants, drug
addicts, alcoholics, and prostitutes.  Nevertheless, Clancy and
his colleagues decided to enter the blazing inferno to conduct
a search and rescue operation.  The building was filled with
smoke, making visibility almost zero.  

The firefighters were risking their lives to find vagrants who
might be using the building as a temporary home.  Suddenly
the second-floor ceiling collapsed, trapping John Clancy.  His
colleagues worked feverishly to deliver him from the fiery
holocaust, but when they finally pulled him out, it was too

His body was burned beyond recognition.  The last day of
1995 was the last day of this courageous firefighter’s life.  He
left behind a wife who was six months pregnant and the
future they were planning together.  John Clancy believed that
all life was valuable; 

therefore, he was willing to risk his own to save whoever
might be in the building.  He left the safety of his own home
for the danger of a raging fire.  He entered the flames to save
lives and lost his own.  His devotion to duty cost him his life. 
He could not stand idly by when he knew others were dying.

As details of this story were uncovered, investigators discov-
ered that the fire had been caused by arson.  Edwin Smith, one
of the “down and outers” who was reportedly in the building,
set the fire.  The hard fact is, John Clancy was attempting to
save the one who burned the building down.  He gave his life

What an example of Jesus Christ.

Jesus left the security of His heavenly home and plunged into
the raging inferno of this world’s flames.  
Our Savior hung on a cross, and the fires of sin totally con-
sumed Him.
By our own deliberate choice we sinned.

129
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We set this world aflame with our angry tempers, our dishon-
esty, our lust, our greed, our adultery and our lying.  
Christ died so we can live.  

He experienced the flame of sin on the cross so we would not
have to experience the flames of hell when Jesus comes to
burn up sin forever.
Today Jesus longs to give you the assurance that you can live
forever.

He is listening and waiting. 
Why not open your heart’s door today and invite Him to come
in and be the Savior and Lord of your life? 
He is waiting! He’s listening!

130

There is one thing Jesus cannot do, that is to force you to open
your heart’s door to Him. 
He has given us each the power of choice. 
We must be the ones who open the door!

He will gladly come in if we open the door!
Friend, would you like to do that right now? 
Would you like to invite Jesus into your heart without waiting
a moment longer?

If so, pray this prayer with me.

131

“Dear God, I recognize that I am a sinner and I need help.

132

I want to accept Jesus as my Savior and Lord.

133
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I want to answer His knock and invite Him into my heart right
now.

134

Please forgive every sin I have ever committed. Please take
complete control of my life.

135

I want to have Jesus come into my heart and wash it clean and
then help me live for Him. 
Thank you for hearing and answering my prayer, in Jesus
name, Amen.”

136
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The Judge Is On Your Side

1

James the First, one of England’s kings, is said to have tried
his hand as a judge.  He carefully listened to one side of the
case.  He was just about ready to make up his mind when he
listened to the other side of the case.  

2

Then totally perplexed, he didn’t know what to do. 
The people he first thought innocent, now appeared guilty.
The people who first appeared guilty now appeared innocent.
He eventually abandoned his position as a judge in despair.

King James the First put it this way, “I could get on very well
hearing one side only, but when both sides have been heard
by my soul, I know not which is right.”  

A confused judge will have a difficult time making an accu-
rate decision.
God is an impartial, totally fair and accurate judge.  He is not
confused at all when He judges us. 

(Video: 4 sec) The Bible teaches that each one of us has a case
pending before God. 

3

(Video: 12 sec) Even now, we are being given a summons to
appear in that judgment to give an account for the way we
have lived and what we have done.

4

Every man and woman who has ever lived has a case pending
before the judgment bar of God—the highest court of the uni-
verse.
The apostle Paul tells about the appointment that the whole
world must keep:
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(Text: Acts 17:31)
“...He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world.”
Acts 17:31.
No one will be excused. No one can escape the summons.
The Bible clearly states that everyone will have to appear:

5

(Text: 2 Corinthians 5:10)
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. . .” 
2 Corinthians 5:10.

6

Whether we believe it or not. 
Whether we like it or not. 
Whether we profess to be Christians or not.

7

Whoever we are we must all appear.
God has no favorites. 
When we are summoned by the court of heaven, we must
appear. Why?
Paul gives the answer:

(Text: Romans 14:12)
“So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.” 
Romans 14:12.

8

The decision of heaven’s court will forever seal the destiny of
every person. 
And the decision will be irreversible, for there is no higher
court of appeal!

9

(Video: 15 sec) But before a verdict can be given, or a sentence
passed, there must be a trial or investigation.
Let’s turn to the Bible and notice the picture of this tribunal,
or court session , in heaven. 
The prophet Daniel wrote:

10

(Text: Daniel 7:9, 10)
“I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of
Days was seated;

11
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His garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was
like pure wool.

12

His throne was a fiery flame, Its wheels a burning fire;

13

a fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him.

14

A thousand thousands ministered to Him;

15

ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court
was seated, and the books were opened.” 
Daniel 7:9, 10.

16

Here Daniel pictures God, the Father, or the Ancient of Days,
seated upon His eternal throne, and surrounded by countless
angels. 
Now notice what Daniel saw next in his vision:

17

(Text: Daniel 7:13)
“I was watching in the night visions, and behold,

18

one like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven!

19
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He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near
before Him.” 
Daniel 7:13.

20

Here the Son of God is pictured standing before the Ancient
of Days. 
How very much like a courtroom scene on Earth!

21

There is a presiding Judge: the Ancient of Days. 
There are witnesses: the holy angels who have seen and
recorded everything.
And standing before the throne is Jesus-man’s Advocate, as
John wrote: 

(Text: 1 John 2:1 )
“We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-
eous...” 
1 John 2:1.

22

(Video: 5 sec) -”Well,” you say, “everyone seems to be there
but the one who is to be tried!” 
In essence that is true, but let us notice what the Bible says:

23

(Text: Daniel 7:10)
“The court was seated, and the books were opened.” 
Daniel 7:10.
Evidently these books contain the records of the deeds of
those who stand trial, for Solomon wrote:

24

(Text: Ecclesiastes 12:14)
“For God will bring every work into judgment, including
every secret thing, whether good or evil.” Ecclesiastes 12:14.

25

(Text: Malachi 3:16)
Malachi adds: “Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one
another, And the Lord listened and heard them;

26
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So a book of remembrance was written before Him for those
who fear the Lord and who meditate on His name.” 
Malachi 3:16.

27

God notices every time our hearts are drawn to Him.  He
marks down every word of encouragement that we give to
somebody else and every deed of kindness.
King David also knew about records for he said:

(Text: Psalm 56:8)
“Put my tears into Your bottle; are they not in Your book?”
Psalm 56:8.
God knows about the deepest sorrows of your life too.
Of course, God knows all about us, for David also wrote:

28

(Text: Psalm 139:1, 3, 16)
“O Lord, you have searched me and you know me.

29

...you are familiar with all my ways

30

...All the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be.” 
Psalm 139:1, 3, 16.

31

While God knows all about us, it is not necessary for Him to
keep records for His benefit.
The records are kept for the benefit of the universe, so there is
clear evidence of God’s love and justice in every case. 

32

Our accountability to God is a solemn thought.
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Everyone must account for the most precious gift of all—life!
This is what Solomon was saying when he wrote:

33

(Text: Ecclesiastes 11:9)
“Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart
cheer you in the days of your youth;

34

walk in the ways of your heart, and in the sight of your eyes;

35

but know that for all these God will bring you into judg-
ment.” 
Ecclesiastes 11:9.

36

(Text: Matthew 12:36, 37)
Matthew wrote: “For every idle word men may speak, they
will give account of it in the day of judgment.

37

For by your words you will be justified, and by your words
you will be condemned.” 
Matthew 12:36, 37.

38

Someone has estimated that the average person speaks enough
words in one week to fill a book of 320 pages! 
In 60 years, that could mean more than 3,000 such books!

39

What will your library of books have to say in the judgment?
And more than that, even the motives behind those words and
actions will be open to view:

40
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(Text: 1 Corinthians 4:5)
“...He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will
expose the motives of men’s hearts...” 
1 Corinthians 4:5.

41

There will be no erasures, nor cover-ups in that day! 
Men may be able to fool their friends and even their families,
but no one can fool God. 
He reads the secrets of the heart!

42

You see, when our judgment day comes, we will find our-
selves in one of two positions:
either our entire record of past failures will have been covered
by the blood of Jesus, or our record will stand to condemn us.

43

And of course, it is not what we profess, but what we are and
what we do that makes the difference!

(Text: Matthew 16:27)
We are told that when Jesus comes, “...He will reward each
according to his works.” Matthew 16:27.

44

Our good works are not the basis of our salvation, God’s grace
is.  But our good works do reveal that our hearts are commit-
ted to God.

Now, perhaps you are saying, “If we are saved by grace, why
are we judged by our works?” 
That is a good question! 
Dr. Sakae Kubo recently wrote:

45

“Let us consider what it would mean if the judgment were not
based on works.

46
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By what would God judge us, our skin, our race, our social
class, our education, our looks, our talents, our strength,

47

our membership in the church, or our mere profession of
Christ? God can judge us only by our works, good or bad.” 
Your Summons to Court, p. 20.
Good works obviously are not done by the true

48

(Video: 8 sec) They are the spontaneous result of a heart full of
love for God and man.

49

It is a love relationship with Jesus that motivates His follow-
ers to do good works. 
Summing up in the Book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon said:

(Text: Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14)
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:

50

Fear God and keep His commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man.

51

For God shall bring every work into judgment.” 
Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14.
Since man’s relationship to Christ is to be judged by his con-
duct, there must be some clear standard by which to measure
that conduct.

52

In our judicial procedures here on earth, the usual purpose of
a court trial is to determine if a crime has been committed—if
a law has been broken.
Only when a law has been violated can a man be found guilty.

53
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In God’s judgment there is a law or standard, and James
makes it clear which law will be upheld.

54

(Text: James 2:12)
“So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of
liberty.” 
James 2:12.

55

(Text: James 2:11)
In the previous verse, James mentions two of the command-
ments, “Do not commit adultery,” and “Do not kill.”
So obviously, God’s Ten Commandment law is called the
“Law of Liberty” by which the lives of men will be judged.

56

(Video: 4 sec) The judgment will simply determine on which
side we stand in the great conflict between Christ and Satan. 
Are we with Christ? 
Have we let Him live out His life in us?

57

Have we had a supreme love for Him and His will as
expressed in the Ten Commandments? 
Is it our desire to follow His will by His strength? 
Has He written His law in our hearts?

58

You see, when immigrants desire to become citizens of a coun-
try, they are required to pledge their allegiance to that country,
promising to be loyal citizens and to uphold the laws of the
land.

59

(Video: 10 sec) Just so with Christians. 
When they accept Christ and desire to become citizens of His
kingdom, God asks them to pledge their love and allegiance to
Him and to uphold the laws of His government.

60

However, not all immigrants remain faithful to their solemn
vows. 
Some outwardly seem to be loyal citizens of the land, but later
are found to be subversive.

61
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When this is proved, the citizenship of that person is revoked
and he is deported.

Likewise, not all Christians remain faithful to their vows. 
It is not enough to be declared righteous now, we must remain
faithful to Him until He comes.

62

It is not enough to profess that we are followers of Christ, we
must allow Jesus’ perfect life of obedience and faithfulness to
be lived out in us.

(Text: Matthew 7:21)
Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall
enter the kingdom of heaven,

63

but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 
Matthew 7:21.
The whole controversy between good and evil, between Christ
and Satan, is about God’s character of love.

64

And the law is a written standard of that character.
Small wonder it figures so prominently in the final judgment!

65

But a most astounding fact little known by Christians is that
the heavenly court is in session now!
In fact, the Bible’s last book, Revelation, reveals that God’s
judgment is actually taking place now.

66

That is why, in the closing chapters of the Book of Revelation,
John outlines the world’s last warning and invitation in these
words:

67



9 – Facing the Judgment with Confidence

11

(Text: Revelation 14:6, 7)
“Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven,

68

having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on
the earth—

69

to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—

70

saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him, for
the hour of His judgment has come;

71

and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and
springs of water’.” 
Revelation 14:6, 7.

72

You will notice that this message does not say “the judgment
will come,” it says “the hour of his judgment has come.”

73

The second part of this threefold message calls God’s people
out of the false religious systems that will exist in the last
days.

74

The final part of this last message to the world warns God’s
people to beware of worshiping the beast power of Revelation
13.
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(Text: Revelation 14:9, 10)
“If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his
mark in his forehead, or in his hand,

75

the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God.” 
Revelation 14:9, 10.
Now, notice verses 14 and 15, which follow the proclamation
of the three angel’s messages:

76

(Text: Revelation 14:14, 15)
“Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud
sat One like the Son of Man,

77

having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp
sickle.

78

And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud
voice to Him who sat on the cloud,

79

‘Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You
to reap,

80

for the harvest of the earth is ripe’.” 
Revelation 14:14, 15.

81

What is the harvest of the earth?  It is the end of the world.
The harvest refers to the second coming of Christ.  What
occurs before the second coming of Jesus?  God’s judgment.  

82
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His judgment reveals who is ready for His return.  But we
must pause to investigate this subject in greater depth.  Maybe
you are wondering when this judgment began?

The key is found in a most remarkable prophecy in the Book
of Daniel!

83

(Text: Daniel 8:14)
“Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed.” 
Daniel 8:14, KJV. This is the longest time prophecy in the
Bible.

84

(Text: Ezekiel 4:6)
In prophecy we note that a day represents a year.  “I have
appointed thee each day for a year.”  Ezekiel 4:6.  So 2300 days
represents 2300 years.

85

The 2300 years are part of a comprehensive prophecy found in
Daniel chapters 7, 8 and 9.

86

This prophecy pinpoints the exact date for the baptism and
crucifixion of our Lord.  
It also reveals exactly when the judgment would begin.

87

These 2300 prophetic days or this 2300 year period began at
the command of King Artexerxes to restore Jerusalem and
rebuild its economy.
The Israelites had been captives in Babylon for 70 years and
they longed to go home and rebuild their beloved city

88

Finally, in the year 457 B.C., the king issued the long-awaited
decree. Twenty-three hundred years from that date terminates
in A.D. 1844

89
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Lets now go back to our text.  Unto two thousand three hun-
dred prophetic days or literal years, then shall the sanctuary
be cleansed.  We’ve seen that this prophecy runs out in 1844.
What is the cleansing of the sanctuary?

In 1844 what the Bible describes as God’s Judgment Hour
began.  The clock struck the hour.  You might ask, “How does
the judgment relate to this cleansing of the sanctuary Daniel
foretold would occur at the end of the 2300 days?”

90

What is the cleansing of the sanctuary?  What does it have to
do with the judgment?  The Bible describes two sanctuaries –
one on earth, the other in heaven.

91

In ancient Israel, the people daily brought their sacrifices to
the sanctuary.

92

There they confessed their sins and took the life of a lamb to
show their faith in the future death of Jesus, the Son of God.

93

Today, if we sin, we ask God to forgive our sins because Jesus
died in our place to pay the sin debt.

94

However, before Calvary, the people had no sacrifice to look
back to, so by faith they looked forward instead to the time
when the “Lamb” of God would die for them.

95

By the act of sacrificing an innocent animal, they acknowl-
edged their belief in a Savior who would come and die to
make it possible for them to have forgiveness.
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Then their sins were symbolically transferred to the sanctuary
by the priest sprinkling the blood from the animal before the
veil of the Most Holy Place in the sanctuary.

96

Then one day each year, the children of Israel held a most
solemn and sacred service called the Day of Atonement or the
cleansing of the sanctuary.  For the people of Israel, it was a
day of judgment.

97

Ten days before the Day of Atonement, the trumpets were
blown, reminding the Israelites that it was time for them to
take inventory of their lives—to repent and confess their sins.
All who failed to do so were banished from the camp.

98

“For on that day the priest shall make atonement for you, to
cleanse you,

99

that you may be clean from all your sins before the Lord.” 
Leviticus 16:30.

100

Now, the Book of Hebrews makes it plain that the earthly
sanctuary and its service was an illustration of the sanctuary
in heaven where Christ our High Priest forgives our sins.

101

(Text: Hebrews 8:1, 2)
Paul says, “We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,

102

a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which
the Lord erected, and not man.” 
Hebrews 8:1, 2.

103
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(Text: Hebrews 9:11, 12, 24)
Again: “But Christ being come an High Priest...

104

by His own blood he entered in once into the Holy Place,

105

having obtained eternal redemption for us...

106

for Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands,

107

which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself,

108

now to appear in the presence of God for us:...” 
Hebrews 9:11, 12, 24.
Christ’s death on Calvary provided a complete sacrificial
atonement for our sins.

109

(Text: Hebrews 7:25)
“...He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to
God through Him,

110

since He always lives to make intercession for them.” 
Hebrews 7:25.
The true tabernacle or sanctuary is in heaven.  Everything
which happens on earth is a pattern of what happens in the
plan of salvation.  

111
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Jesus is the Lamb who dies.  Jesus is the priest who lives.
Jesus is our great High Priest.  
Just as Israel’s high priest entered the Most Holy Place once a
year, so Jesus at the end of time entered the Most Holy Place
to perform His work of judgment.

In the judgment, it is our relationship and attitude toward
Christ which determines our eternal destiny.
Christ longs to save us.  

Text: Matthew 10:32, 33)
He is doing everything He can to save us.  He says,
“Therefore, whoever confesses me before men,

112

him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.

113

But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny
before My Father who is in heaven.” 
Matthew 10:32, 33.

114

You see, you don’t have to stand alone in the judgment! 
If we have confessed Christ, He will confess us before His
Father.
If we are Christ’s, He is our Advocate.  Through Jesus we will
stand before God as if we had never sinned.  

115

Our records will show only the lovely life of our Savior, and
we get credit for His perfect life.
So, Friend, there is nothing to fear about the Judgment Day
for those who love and follow Jesus with all their heart and
soul.

116

For Jesus will present the merits of His own shed blood to
cover every confessed sin, for John wrote:
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(Text: 1 John 1:7)
“The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 1
John 1:7.

117

(Video: 13 sec) We are living in Earth’s last hours. The pre-
advent judgment has been convening in the court of heaven
since 1844.

118

(Video: continued) No doubt the judgment began with Abel,
the first righteous person who died on Planet Earth.

119

(Text: 1 Peter 4:17)
Paul wrote: “For the time has come for judgment to begin at
the house of God.” 
1 Peter 4:17.

120

In other words, judgment begins with those who professed to
be God’s people.

We can just picture in our mind’s eye Abel’s day in court. 
As his case comes up to court, God sees the life of Abel, and
there is the record of his acceptance of the death of the Lamb
of God.

121

One of the last acts of Abel recorded in the Bible was the sac-
rifice he offered, showing his faith in a coming Redeemer.
The life of Christ is credited to his account. 
His sins are all covered by the blood of Christ.

122

You can be assured that Jesus, Abel’s Advocate, stretched out
His nail-scarred hands and said: 
“My blood, Father, paid Abel’s debt.”

123
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And can’t you just hear those countless angels rejoice as Jesus
says: “Keep Abel’s name in the Book of Life!” 
And his name is still there! 
Just as Christ promised:

(Text: Revelation 3:5)
“He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments,

124

and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life;

125

but I will confess his name before My Father and before His
angels.” 
Revelation 3:5.

126

And no doubt, Judas’ name has also been raised in heaven’s
court. 
Judas had been a follower of Christ-one of His disciples.

127

He was not all bad, but his life did not measure up to his pro-
fession. 
He didn’t love Christ supremely!

At times he was drawn to Christ, but one weakness led to
another until he actually sold his Lord for thirty pieces of sil-
ver! 
Then in anguish he hanged himself!

128

Jesus loved Judas. He even stooped to wash Judas’ dusty feet
the night of the Last Supper! Jesus hoped to touch that proud
heart. 
He wanted to be able to stand by him in the judgment as his
Advocate,

129
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but Judas turned away.
How sad it must have been for Jesus to review the name of
Judas.
Our own righteousness will not do in the judgment.
Listen:

130

(Text: Isaiah 64:6)
“But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteous-
nesses are like filthy rags...” Isaiah 64:6.

131

Only those who have continued to make Christ first in their
life can wear Christ’s robe of righteousness.
Without that, no man can be vindicated in the judgment. 
So Judas’ name is wiped out of the Book of Life.

132

It is a solemn time in which we live. 
Just like the Israelites, we need to be taking inventory of our
lives.

133

We need to maintain our commitment to Jesus, as it is the only
possible preparation for our summons to court. 
Soon man’s probation will close and the decree will go forth:

(Text: Revelation 22:11)
“He who is unjust, let him be unjust still....he who is holy, let
him be holy still.” 
Revelation 22:11. 

134

At that time, the mercy and pardon God has so long offered
man will be withdrawn.
The saddest words in the human language will be the words
of those who have put off salvation—who have not accepted
Christ as their Lord and Advocate.

(Text: Jeremiah 8:20)
They will say, “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and
we are not saved!” 
Jeremiah 8:20.
Then Jesus returns to Earth, for we read.

135
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(Text: Revelation 22:12)
“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with
Me, to give to every one according to his work.” 
Revelation 22:12.

136

Friend, Jesus longs to be your Advocate in the Judgment! 
He longs to have you accept His sacrifice on Calvary.
He longs to have you confess your sins to Him so He can blot
them out. 
He longs to have your name written in the Book of Life.

137

John describes those who will and will not enter the holy city: 

(Text: Revelation 21:27)
“But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles or
causes an abomination or a lie,

138

But only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”
Revelation 21:27.

139

Would you like to open your heart to Jesus right now?  Would
you like to ask Him to take out of your life anything which
would keep you from being in His kingdom?  In the judgment
God reveals everything about us.  

140

Everything is exposed before this whole universe.  All of our
sins are recorded.  Would you like your sins covered – covered
with the blood of Jesus?  Would you like Christ to step forth
and say, “Yes, this man, this woman, is one of mine.  

I have forgiven their sins.  I have canceled their debt.  I have
pardoned their guilt.  Their sins are covered with my blood.
Blot them out of the records forever.”  Jesus stands at heaven’s
throne.  He stands there in the judgment as your Savior.
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Right now!  This very moment!  Will you come to Him?  Will
you give Him your whole life?  Why not lift your hand to
heaven right now as we pray and say, “Yes, Lord.  Take my
life.  I want to be yours.”


